REGULAR MEETING

JULY 9, 2007

The Mayor and City Council of the City of Washington, Georgia, held their regular monthly meeting, Monday, July 9, 2007, at 6 PM in the Council Chambers of City Hall.  Mayor W.E. Burns presided.

Present were:  Mayor Burns, Council members Avery, Cullars, Eaton, Hardy, Mahoney and Pope.  Also present were City Administrator Eskew, City Clerk Danner, City Attorney Fleming and City Police Chief Davis.

Visitors present were:  David Jenkins, Barbara Ricciuti, Della Evans, Kim Evans, Ollie Gartrell, Odessa Evans, Norris Ware, Sue Davidson, William Bishop, John Cullars, James Avery, Dorothy Porter, Orzell Porter, Charlene Gresham, Rachel Jackson, Adam Hardy, Cindy Hardy, Estella Thomas, Clara Sutton, Lutisa King, Cindy R. Bounds, Ronnie Futch, William Boyd, Annie R. Wilkinson, Susan Pope, Stephanie Macchia, Charles Jackson, Olivia Jackson, Robert Geiger, Blake Thompson, Elaine Filipiak, Carol Cartledge, M.V. Booker, Ashley Barnett, Donna Hardy and Kip Burke of the News Reporter.
Rev. Avery opened the meeting in prayer followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.
MINUTES APPROVED

On motion by Eaton, second by Hardy, council approved 6 to 0 the minutes of the regular meeting held June 11, 2007.

DAVID JENKINS – MAIN STREET

Main Street Director David Jenkins advised that work continues on the School Street Cemetery project with a final project report expected mid-September.  Jenkins also asked for the public’s help in identifying some 2000-2500 graves.

Jenkins also advised of a request for closure of some city streets during the continued filming of the movie Deception.  On motion by Eaton, second by Avery, council approved 6 to 0 the closing of South Alexander Avenue and Tignall Road with coordination with the GA DOT.

ASHLEY BARNETT – TOURISM
Tourism Director Ashley Barnett advised that the 4th of July fireworks were a huge success with some 8,000 to 10,000 people present.  Mrs. Barnett thanked everyone for their help with this event.

Mrs. Barnett reported that Washington will be featured online at smallwander.com and that Washington will be highlighted at the August 24th Greenjackets game with Mayor Burns throwing the first pitch.

Mrs. Barnett also advised that auditions for extras in the movie Deception will be held July 17, and a meet and greet with cast members will be held July 29, noon to 3 PM at Holly Court.  There will also be a Little Miss and Mr. pageant held at the Pope Center on September 29, 2007. Other upcoming events include a Back to School event at the Booker Center sponsored by Sheila Hill, Mule Day on October 13 and the Clarks Hill Partnership Bass Tournament on November 7, 2007.
DONNA HARDY – CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

Chamber Director Donna Hardy advised council of an upcoming Broadband meeting on July 18, 2007 at 8 AM and again at 1 PM.  

Mrs. Hardy reminded council of the ribbon cutting for The Sandwich Shop owned by Paula and Bruce Fitzgerald.  Other events of interest include the Fanning Institute meeting of its Board and staff at the Fitzpatrick on August 28 and 29, and the GPEE Bus Tour for Excellence in Education on September 26, 2007.

Mrs. Hardy also reported a need for more trash containers around the square.

NORRIS WARE
Mr. Ware expressed concern that city workers don’t wear reflective clothing and that city vehicles do not have strobe lights.  Mr. Ware also requested that all city trucks carrying trash and debris be covered.  

MISS FANNIE’S TOURS – ELAINE FILIPIAK

Elaine Filipiak, owner/operator of Miss Fannie’s Tours, requested that council consider opening the Historical Museum on Mondays.  All three local museums are now closed on Mondays.  

POLICE DEPARTMENT REPORT

Chief Davis reported that calls are down for the current month.  Davis also reported that Keith Smith began the Police Academy on July 6th and that after completion of the academy and field training the department will be back up to full staff.

Council member Mahoney commended the Police Department for encouraging officers to pursue advanced degrees.
COUNCIL REPORTS

MAHONEY:  Council member Mahoney presented a petition asking that speed bumps on Lincoln Circle be removed.  This request was approved.

Mahoney also requested that the Police Department educate citizens on the use of cross-walks and perhaps train guards for the Whitehall Street cross-walk.

Mahoney questioned the expense overages on the Pope Center renovation and was advised that at this time there are no other large expenditures foreseen.

CULLARS:  Council member Cullars asked if the feasibility study on the pool had been received and was advised that it is expected sometime during July.
Cullars requested that the Police Department patrol in areas having cross-walks.

Cullars requested that City Attorney Fleming check into the situation of the GA State Patrol not having road blocks and license checks during the recent 4th of July celebration as they had done during Mayfest.

EATON:  Council member Eaton reported a problem with the street sign at the corner of Jefferson and Robert Toombs Avenue and also reported that the red-lights at this intersection and also at Alexander Avenue and Robert Toombs are very slow in changing.

Eaton advised that the DDA meeting will be held July 19, 2007, 8:30 AM at the Farmers State Bank.

On behalf of the Historic Properties committee, Eaton advised that the committee was recommending the closing of the Historic Museum and Callaway Plantation on Sundays beginning immediately.  Eaton further advised that the Historic Foundation had contacted the committee and asked that the Foundation be allowed to re-imburse the city for the expense of having the Historic Museum opened on Sundays, less proceeds to be billed to the Foundation monthly for a period of one year.
On motion by Eaton, second by Cullars, council approved 6 to 0 to keep the Historic Museum open on Sundays and further to bill the Historic Foundation for expense less proceeds on a monthly basis for a period of one year.  Callaway Plantation will be closed on Sundays.
TIGER LIFT-A-THON


City Administrator Eskew presented a request from Tiger Football Coach Morgan for the use of the square on July 28, 2007, 9 AM to Noon for the annual Lift-A-Thon.  

On motion by Hardy, second by Eaton, council approved request 6 to 0.

POPE CENTER FINANCING – RESOLUTIONS

On motion by Eaton, second by Avery, council approved 6 to 0 to authorize Mayor Burns to execute a Downtown Development Revolving Loan Fund application to the Department of Community Affairs and also to execute a Georgia Municipal Association Revolving Loan Fund application to the GA Municipal Association on behalf of the City of Washington Downtown Development Authority.

Copies of the resolutions are on file in the Office of the City Clerk.

Council further requested that City Administrator Eskew contact local banks for bids on a $700,000.00 bridge loan until other financing sources are approved.  Withdrawals on the bridge loan may be made with any two of the corporate officer’s signatures; mayor, city administrator or city clerk.
WILLS MEMORIAL – STORM WATER PIPE

City Administrator Eskew advised that the storm water pipe under the parking lot at Wills Memorial Hospital has broken.  A camera will be used to determine where the pipe should be replaced and estimated that within 90 days the problem will be rectified.
APPOINTMENTS TO BOARDS & COMMITTEES

On motion by Avery, second by Hardy, council approved 5 to 1 the recommendations of Mayor Burns to reappoint Shirley Gunter to the Downtown Development Authority, to reappoint Bill Amis to the Board of Zoning Appeals and to reappoint O.A. Denard to the Housing Authority Board.  Council member Mahoney voted against the motion.

ADJOURNMENT:  The meeting adjourned at 6:45 PM.

                                                 ________________________________________MAYOR

                                                 ________________________________________CLERK

