REGULAR MEETING

JULY 11, 2011

The Mayor and City Council of the City of Washington, Georgia, held their regular monthly meeting on Monday, July 11, 2011, beginning at 6 PM at the Edward Pope Conference Center.  Mayor W. E. Burns presided.

Present were:  Mayor Burns, council members Barnett, Cullars, Harris, Pope, Rainey and Tutt.  Also present were City Administrator Eskew, City Clerk Danner, City Attorney Fleming and Asst. Police Chief Glenn.

Visitors included:  Barbara Ricciuti, Darius Jenkins, Daria Jenkins, Terry Thornton, Susan Branan, Bill Branan, Lawrence Burton, Norris Ware, Charles Wagner, Betsy Wagner, Carol Cartledge, Betty Slaton, Bettye Armour, Travis Armour, Mike Scarborough, Cindy Hardy, Ray Hardy, Cindy Bounds, Pam Gunter, Newton Gunter, Joe Berry, Edward Franklin, Robert Geiger, Ashley Barnett, Thomas Gardner, Bernadine Thomas, Annie R. Wilkinson, Carrington Tutt, Shameco Tutt, Earl Sims, Jr., Archie Acree, Charles Jackson, David Jenkins, Joe Willis, Laura Toburen, Judy Anderson, Guerry Amis, Marion P. Pope, Susan H. Pope, Kenneth Echols, Linda Echols, Rachel Jackson, Barbara Burns, Shirley Gunter, Doug Abramson, Sim Dill, Soren Dresch, M.V. Booker and Kip Burke of the News Reporter.

The meeting was opened in prayer by Council member Pope followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.

MINUTES APPROVED

On motion by Pope, second by Barnett, council approved the minutes of the June 13, 2011, meeting 5-0-1.  Council member Harris abstained as he was not a member of council at that time.

CHAMBER UPDATE

Doug Abramson, on behalf of the Chamber of Commerce, thanked the city for assistance with the recent July fireworks celebration downtown.

POLICE DEPARTMENT REPORT

Asst. Chief Glenn presented the June 2011 department report.  There were no questions.

MAIN STREET/ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT UPDATES

David Jenkins advised citizens of upcoming events:  Tourism Project Development Team meeting at the Pope Center; musical extravaganza July 30 on the square; Community Housing Program meeting on July 12 in the council chambers of city hall; Black Patriots Revolutionary War Memorial presentation on August 14.
Jenkins did advise that the city website development is behind schedule.  Jenkins was asked to include twitter and facebook accounts.

SHIRLEY GUNTER – RECYCLING ISSUES

Mrs. Gunter asked about the status of the city’s recycling efforts and the collection of grease buckets left by Green Grease.  Mrs. Gunter was instructed to meet with City Administrator Eskew about the program.

CITY ATTORNEY UPDATES:

City Attorney Fleming advised that the proposed change to mayor and council salary as presented at the June 2011 meeting had been advertised as mandated by state law and that the next step would be for council to again at the July 2011 meeting vote on this matter.
Mayor Burns asked that in light of current economic issues council consider tabling this matter.  

Attorney Fleming advised council that if tabled at the July 2011 meeting, any re-introduction of this issue will necessitate two voting periods of council not more than sixty (60) days apart and all related advertising.

On motion by Cullars, second by Rainey, council voted 6 to 0 to table this matter.

COUNCIL REPORTS:

HARRIS:  Council member Harris advised that he was honored to have been elected and that he will plan to be available to all citizens on Wednesdays beginning July 22, from 10 to Noon in the council chambers of city hall.

BARNETT:  Council member Barnett advised that on a recent visit to Washington, Congressman Paul Broun met and discussed the Guardian Center locating to Washington.  

Barnett advised that at the recent GMA Annual meeting he had taken the Downtown Development class.  One of the focuses of the class was having a healthy downtown:  a healthy downtown equals healthy outskirts.

Barnett thanked city workers for their efforts during the recent fireworks celebration.

RAINEY:  Council member Rainey thanked Mr. and Mrs. Jones for opening their flea market and promoting economic development.
Rainey advised that Pool Operator Greg Wilkinson is doing a great job and that the kids are loving the pool.

Rainey took the Economic Development Class at the GMA Annual meeting.  Rainey asked that citizens work toward gold certification in the Work Ready program as this will assist in having businesses locate in Washington-Wilkes.

Rainey also asked that consideration be given to beginning the 2012 budget process in August 2011 and that serious attention be given to the operation of Callaway Plantation and the Museum.

POPE:  Council member Pope welcomed new member Harris to the table.  Pope also reminded council of upcoming surgery for Fire Chief Alan Poss.

Pope also asked City Attorney Fleming about the city’s responsibility in paying for legal fees of a council member.  Fleming advised that the city can by state law pay legal fees for suits brought against council members incurred from their duty as council members.

TUTT:  Council member Tutt also welcomed Harris as a new council member.

Tutt also asked that in the budget process attention be given to the internet services.  Tutt also discussed the possibility of “privatizing” some city services.

CULLARS:  Council member Cullars asked about the recommended appointments to the Senior Citizens Board.  Mayor Burns will meet with County Commission Chairman Moore and Horace Jordan about this matter.  Recommended appointments to the Board will be brought back to council.
Cullars asked that the Ethics Committee meet following the regular meeting concerning a recent ethic complaint that was filed.

Cullars advised that there are some 91 persons taking GED classes in Washington.  Some are now ready for testing; however, cost of testing is currently $95.00 and will soon be raised to $250.  Many of these students simply don’t have the money for the test.

Cullars asked that cemetery upkeep be added to the list of possible city services that might be privatized during the 2012 budget process.

Cullars also asked about re-districting following the 2010 census.  City Attorney Fleming will look into this matter but that currently the city charter sets the number of council members.
Cullars asked for an executive session to follow the regular meeting to discuss a personnel matter, second by Tutt, council approved request 6 to 0.

USE OF SQUARE – NATIONAL DANCE DAY
Motion by Pope, second by Tutt, council approved 6 to 0 a request for use of the square on July 30, 2011, 9 to 11 AM for a dance performance in honor of National Dance Day.

MAYOR’S COMMENTS

Mayor Burns spoke on the benefits of having a community pool:  recreation for children, swimming lessons, water safety lessons, health/exercise benefits, revenue and senior citizen exercise activity.

EXECUTIVE SESSION:  Mayor and Council convened in a previously approved executive session at 7:10 PM to discuss a personnel matter.

On motion by Cullars, second by Tutt, council approved 5 to 0 to re-convene in open session at 7:22 PM.  Council member Pope reclused himself from the executive session discussions. 

City Attorney Fleming advised that one personnel matter was discussed with no final action taken.

On motion by Cullars, second by Rainey, council approved 5 to 0 to have Mayor Burns sign an executive session affidavit.

ADJOURNMENT:  On motion by Cullars, second by Rainey, council approved 6 to 0 adjournment at 7:24 PM.

                                                   _______________________________________MAYOR

                                                   _______________________________________CLERK
