REGULAR MEETING

JULY 14, 2008

The Mayor and City Council of the City of Washington, Georgia, held their regular monthly meeting Monday, July 14, 2008, at 6 PM in the Edward B. Pope Conference Center.  Mayor W.E. Burns presided.

Present were:  Mayor Burns, Council members Avery, Barnett, Eaton, Mahoney and Pope.  Council member Cullars was out of town.  Also present were City Administrator Eskew, City Clerk Danner and City Attorney representative Stephen Brown.

Visitors present were Sue Davidson, Jim Davidson, Norris Ware, Mark Waters III, Barbara Riccuiti, M.V. Booker, Blake Thompson, Linda Echols, Kenneth Echols, Clara Sutton, Phil Rothman, Margaret Rothman, Rachel Jackson, Meiko Mays, Faluni Doughty, Latasia King, David Jenkins, Justin Hunter and Kip Burke of the News Reporter.
The meeting was opened in prayer by Rev. Avery followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.

MINUTES APPROVED


On motion by Eaton, second by Barnett, council approved 5 to 0 the minutes of the regular meeting held June 9, 2008 and the called meeting held June 30, 2008.

AGENDA APPROVAL


On motion by Eaton, second by Mahoney, council approved 5 to 0 the meeting agenda as presented and adding Council members Barnett and Pope.

MAIN STREET – DAVID JENKINS

Main Street Director David Jenkins updated council on the current Brownfields Grant work.  Jenkins also reported that the July 4th celebration was a huge success and that donations are still being accepted.

POLICE DEPARTMENT REPORT

Police officer Crookham presented the monthly report for the Police Department.  There were no questions.
COUNCIL REPORTS


EATON:  Council member Eaton advised that the DDA meeting will be held on July 24, 2008, 8:30 AM at the Farmers State Bank.
POPE:  Council member Pope advised that the issues with Comcast service have been turned over to the FCC and the problems have been identified.

Pope also advised of problems with street signs being taken down.  Pope urged anyone with signs to return them to the city.

BARNETT:  Council member Barnett requested that a water fountain be installed at the Liberty Street Park.  Barnett also noted that the old pool house has been boarded up.

Barnett requested that speeding along Pecan Street be addressed and also perhaps installation of speed bumps along Pecan Street.
BEER & WINE LICENSE – PHILIP ROTHMAN-HOLLY COURT INN

On motion by Eaton, second by Pope, council approved 4 to 1 a beer and wine pouring license for Philip Rothman; DBA:  Holly Court Inn, 301 South Alexander Avenue.  Council member Avery voted against the motion.

CITY ADMINISTRATOR UPDATES:

City Administrator Eskew advised that the City of Washington has received the GMA designation as a City of Ethics.

Eskew also advised that Mayor Burns has been appointed to serve as District 7 GMA President.

Eskew reminded those present that the City of Washington remains under Level 4 Draught conditions with odd/even watering not to exceed 25 minutes.  

Eskew reminded council of committee meetings scheduled for July 17, 2008.

A Public Meeting was scheduled for July 28, 2008, 4 PM in the Council Chambers of City Hall to acquaint interested citizens with proposed changes to city ordinances relating to nuisances and peddlers.

TIGER LIFT-A-THON

On motion by Eaton, second by Barnett, council approved 5 to 0 a request for the use of the square on August 2, 2008 for the annual Tiger Lift-a-Thon.

CSRA RDC TRAILS PLAN

On motion by Eaton, second by Pope, council adopted 5 to 0 the proposed trails plan as prepared by Mandy Prior of the RDC.  At this time, council is only adopting the concept of the plan and not allocating funds.

COUNCIL REPORTS/AGENDA

On motion by Avery, second by Mahoney, council approved 5 to 0 to have council members put on the agenda for any items that require a council vote; and, then recognize council members during the regular meeting for miscellaneous reports.

MAYOR’S UPDATES


PLANNING COMMISSION APPOINTMENTS

Mayor Burns request that council approve appointment of Albert Rucker, Jr. and Steve Freeman to the Planning Commission to replace Earline King and Charles Jackson who have resigned.
On motion by Avery, second by Mahoney, council approved appointments 5 to 0.

ADJOURNMENT:  On motion by Eaton, second by Pope, council approved adjournment at 6:40 PM.

                                                  _______________________________________MAYOR

                                                  _______________________________________CLERK
