REGULAR MEETING

AUGUST 8, 2011

The Mayor and City Council of the City of Washington, Georgia, held their regular monthly meeting on Monday, August 8, 2011, 6 PM at the Edward Pope Conference Center.  Mayor W. E. Burns presided.

Present were:  Mayor Burns, Council members Barnett, Cullars, Harris, Pope and Rainey.  Council member Tutt was not present.  Also present were City Administrator Eskew, City Clerk Danner, City Attorney Fleming and Asst. Chief Glenn.

Visitors included:  Joe Willis, Booker Jackson, Earl Sims, Jr., Charles Jackson, Edward Franklin, Sonnie Sanders, Robert Geiger, Cindy R. Bounds, Barbara Ricciuti, Billy Hopkins, Brian Henderson, Travis Armour, Charles Wagner, Betsy Wagner Jo Randall, Jane Newsome, Mike Scarborough, Ann Tanner, Patsy Winn, Norma Hopkins, Norris Ware, Doug Abramson, Herb Jones, Rachel Moreland, Hattie Callaway, Jerry Ard, Robbie Carithers, M.V. Booker, Susan H. Pope, David Jenkins, Noble Benefield, J.D. Harston, Carol Cartledge, Johnsie Hopkins and Kip Burke of the News Reporter.

The meeting was opened in prayer by Attorney Fleming followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.  Mayor Burns asked for a moment of silence to remember the families of the navy seals recently killed in Afghanistan.
MINUTES APPROVED

On motion by Barnett, second by Pope, council members approved 5 to 0 the minutes of the council meeting held July 11, 2011, and a committee meeting held July 11, 2011.

On motion by Cullars, second by Rainey, council members approved 5 to 0 an executive session for a personnel matter to follow immediately the regular meeting.

CHAMBER REPORT

Doug Abramson advised that there was no report from the Chamber.  Council members expressed concern that the Chamber was not open and did not have a presence at the recent Gospel Music Extravaganza on the square.
POLICE DEPARTMENT REPORT

Asst. Chief Glenn presented the monthly report for the Police Department.  There were no questions from council.

MAIN STREET/ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

Main Street Director David Jenkins advised that the Black Patriot Memorial event will be held on Sunday, August 14, 2011, beginning at 2 PM on the south end of the square.  This event will coincide with the emancipation of black revolutionary soldiers.  On motion by Pope, second by Harris, council approved 5 to 0 use of the square.
Jenkins also advised that a recent meeting held July 28, 2011, at the Pope Conference Center had been well attended.

Jenkins reminded those present that the GEFA Energy Audits are ongoing.

RESOLUTION:  SECTION 533 HOUSING PRESERVATION GRANT

On motion by Pope, second by Harris, council approved 5 to 0 a resolution authorizing application for a USDA Rural Development grant in the amount of $150,000.00.  Resolution follows:

WHEREAS, the governing body of the City of Washington authorizes the filing of a 2011 Section 533 Housing Preservation Grant to the Department of USDA Rural Development, including all understandings and assurances contained therein; and,

WHEREAS, the governing body directs and authorizes the Mayor of the City of Washington to act in connection with the application and to provide such additional information as may be required; and,

WHEREAS, the City of Washington has provided citizens an adequate opportunity to participate in the development of the application by holding at least one public hearing in the locality before submission of the application; and,

WHEREAS, the City of Washington maintains files that contain documentary evidence that the hearing was held.  Also, that the evidence includes a copy of the actual notice of public hearing; and,

WHEREAS, the citizen participation process meets the requirements of the USDA Rural Development regulations;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and City Council of the City of Washington do hereby authorize the filing of a Section 533 Housing Preservation Grant to the Department of the USDA Rural Development, by the deadline of August 22, 2011.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Mayor of the City of Washington is authorized to complete and sign all documents necessary to submit a full application for funding. 
BRIAN HENDERSON – LEXINGTON AVENUE SHRUBS

Mr. Henderson, a resident along Lexington Avenue, advised council that shrubs along the edge of his property had been cut by city workers and asked that in future the city notify him of the need for pruning and he will have his shrubs taken care off.

J.D. HARSTON, INC. – GREASE COLLECTION

Mr. Harston outlined briefly his plan for grease collection within the city.  At this time he is asking for no financial commitment from the city.  Collection should begin in about 45 to 60 days after all the old Green Grease containers have been disposed of.

COUNCIL REPORTS

BARNETT:  Council member Barnett issued an apology to council and those present for his use of a curse word during the April meeting of council during a discussion of chamber dues.

Barnett commented on the appearance of the Pope Center and also advised that the music extravaganza had been a great event.

RAINEY:  Council member Rainey thanked Ms. Sutton for putting together the Gospel Music Extravaganza, which was a great event.  Rainey expressed concern that Tourism and Chamber representatives need to be more involved with community events.

Rainey urged citizens to participate in the Work Ready testing.

Rainey noted that the Pope Center’s appearance was nice, but questioned who authorized the purchase of furnishing and what was the cost of the furnishings.  Council was advised that the Mayor authorized entering into a lease purchase of the furnishings for some $18,000 over a one year period.

POPE:  Council member Pope reminded those present of a community wide revival to be held August 11-13, 2011, 7 PM each night at the Pope Conference Center.

HARRIS:  Council member Harris also commented on the wonderful music extravaganza and reminded those present that he is available each Wednesday from 10 to Noon in the council chambers of city hall.

CITY ADMINISTRATOR UPDATES

City Administrator Eskew reported a request for use of the square on September 10, 2011, for the Cruise In.    On motion by Pope, second by Cullars, request was approved 5 to 0.

City Administrator Eskew reported a request from Beta Sigma Phi to replace the American flags around the square with pink Breast Cancer Awareness flags during the month of October.  Beta Sigma Phi will be responsible for taking down and putting up flags.  On motion by Cullars, second by Harris, request was approved 5 to 0.

City Administrator Eskew asked for council’s concurrence with names submitted by the Board of Commissioners for appointments to the Senior Citizens Board.  On motion by Cullars, second by Rainey, council approved 5 to 0 the appointments as presented with the exception of replacing Mr. Sims with Maceo Mahoney.

MAYOR’S UPDATES

Mayor Burns advised council of a Roast of Blake Thompson event sponsored by TJ and Friends to be held November 5, 2011, at the Pope Center.  Mayor Burns reminded council that monies raised by this group help many families in our community struggling with cancer related expenses.

Mayor Burns asked for council action on the lease/purchase of furnishings at the Pope Center.  On motion by Pope, second by Harris to lease/purchase the furnishings, council voted 3 to 2 with council members Cullars and Rainey voting against the motion.

EXECUTIVE SESSION:  Mayor and Council entered into a previously approved executive session to discuss a personnel matter.

On motion by Barnett, second by Cullars, council approved entering open session at 7:25 PM.

City Attorney Fleming reported that three personnel issues were discussed with no final action taken.

On motion by Cullars, second by Barnett, council approved 5 to 0 to have Mayor Burns sign an executive session affidavit.

On motion by Barnett, second by Cullars, council approved 5 to 0 authorizing City Administrator Eskew to extend healthcare cover as outlined in City Personnel Policies and Procedures Section 16.7.e.

ADJOURNMENT:  On motion by Cullars, second by Harris, council approved adjournment at 7:28 PM.

                                                   _______________________________________MAYOR

                                                   _______________________________________CLERK 
