REGULAR MEETING

AUGUST 11, 2008

The Mayor and City Council of the City of Washington, Georgia, held their regular monthly meeting on Monday, August 11, 2008, beginning at 6 PM in the Edward B. Pope Conference Center.  Mayor W. E. Burns presided.

Present were Mayor Burns, Council members Avery, Barnett, Cullars, Eaton, Mahoney and Pope.  Also present were City Administrator Eskew, City Clerk Danner, City Attorney Fleming and City Police Chief Davis.

Visitors present were:  Jim Davidson, Sue Davidson, David Jenkins, Richard Kibbey, John Scott and David Moore of OMI, Susan H. Pope, Carol Cartledge, Robert Geiger, Ed Franklin, Norris Ware, William Bishop, Edward Pope III, Demetrice Porter, Rachel Jackson, Meiko Mays, Kim Evans, Ashley Barnett, Darius Jenkins, Daria Jenkins, Annie R. Wilkinson, Hattie Callaway, Patricia Young, Blake Thompson and Kip Burke of the News Reporter.

Rev. Avery opened the meeting in prayer followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.

MINUTES APPROVED


On motion by Eaton, second by Cullars, council approved 6 to 0 the minutes of the regular meeting held July 14, 2008 and the committee meetings held July 17, 2008.

AGENDA ITEMS APPROVED

On motion by Avery, second by Cullars, council approved 6 to 0 the meeting agenda as presented.

TOURISM UPDATE – ASHLEY BARNETT

Mrs. Barnett updated council on future events:  Aug 16-Fun in the Sun; September 13-Cruise In; September 27-Little Miss/Mr. Wilkes County; October 11- Mule Day; October 25-Market Days Street Festival; November 8&9 – Arts Festival; November 25-Candlelight Shopping; December 12&13- Christmas Tour of Homes, and December 15-Christmas Parade.

Mrs. Barnett also highlighted recent articles featuring Washington in issues of Southern Living and Southern Distinction.

MAIN STREET UPDATE – DAVID JENKINS

Mr. Jenkins advised that all Main Street projects are on track.  Jenkins also advised that the PDA is currently working with two industrial prospects.

CHAMBER UPDATE – EDWARD POPE III

Mr. Pope reminded those present of a ribbon cutting ceremony on Friday, August 15, for the new business of Johnson and Jones Insurance.  Mr. Pope also advised that plans are underway for the annual Mule Day event with another planning meeting scheduled for August 18, 5:30 PM at the Chamber.

JOHN SCOTT – DAVID MOORE – CH2MHILL/OMI

OMI Project Manager John Scott introduced Regional Manager David Moore to council and citizens present.  Mr. Moore advised that the annual CH2MHILL/OMI retreat will be held in Washington, September 10-13, 2008.  Mr. Moore invited council to a dinner to be held September 12, 2008.  On September 13, 2008, CH2MHILL/OMI employees will begin clean-up work in Ft. Washington as their service project.

POLICE DEPARTMENT REPORT

Police Chief Mike Davis presented the monthly report.  Council member Cullars asked about an incident with his vehicle during the fall 2007 campaign/election season.  Chief Davis will look up details on the case and get back to Council member Cullars.

COUNCIL REPORTS

EATON:  Council member Eaton advised that the DDA meeting will be held August 21, 2008, 8:30 AM at Farmers State Bank.

STREETS, BUILING & GROUNDS COMMITTEE:  On motion by Cullars, second by Eaton, council approved 4 to 2 to designate a No Parking area along both sides of Spring Street from Robert Toombs Avenue to Liberty Street and a No Parking area along both sides of Court Street from the Public Square to North Alexander Avenue; a No U turn sign will also be installed for eastbound traffic entering into the Court Street parking area of the Post Office.  Council members Barnett and Pope voted against the motion.

City Administrator Eskew was directed to notify all residents and businesses affected by the No Parking designation.  The effective date of ruling will be September 1, 2008.

STREETS, BUILDINGS & GROUNDS  COMMITTEE:  Council members Eaton and Cullars advised that the Street Department has gone to a four day work week with designated work areas for each day.  This will be done on a 90 day trial basis with reassessment of savings at that time.

HISTORICAL PRESERVATION/PLANNING:  On motion by Eaton, second by Cullars, council approved 6 to 0 a new fee schedule for building and equipment permits as proposed by the Office of the Building Official.  The new fee schedule is basically revenue neutral; mostly a re-structuring of fees.

COUNCIL UPDATES:

AVERY:  Council member Avery reported that there are two street lights out on McLendon Drive and some erosion problems near Mr. Wright’s home on McLendon Drive.

BARNETT:  Council member Barnett remarked that recent tours of the water and wastewater treatment facilities had been impressive.

Barnett requested that each department within the city consider ways to cut back on expenses.

CULLARS:  Council member Cullars remarked on the poor service provided by Comcast Cable and asked that the City Attorney make contact with Comcast to try to resolve some of their service issues.
Cullars also reported on the proposed Parks and Recreation budget for 2009 and further asked when the contract for operation of the Pope Center would expire (November 2008).

Cullars addressed the status of the City of Washington designation as a City of Ethics and a recent policy adopted by council to add wording to contracts prohibiting contractors and their employees from using defamatory language.

Council member Avery exited the meeting at 6:35 PM.

MAHONEY:  Council member Mahoney requested that the Booker Center be equipped with internet access.

Council member Mahoney further requested that the City post contracts where interested persons may review them.

CITY ADMINISTRATOR REPORTS
RESOLUTION – COMPREHENSIVE PLAN TRANSMITTAL

On motion by Eaton, second by Pope, council approved 5 to 0 the following Resolution authorizing the submission of the Comprehensive Plan to DCA for review.

A RESOLUTION BY THE CITY OF WASHINGOTN AUTHORIZING THE TRANSMITTAL OF THE COMMUNITY ASSESSMENT AND COMMUNITY PARTICIPATION PROGRAM SECTIONS OF THE WASHINGTON-WILKES JOINT COMPREHENSIVE PLAN 10 YEAR UPDATE TO THE CENTRAL SAVANNAH RIVER AREA REGIONAL DEVELOPMENT CENTER AND GEORGIA DEPARTMENT OF COMMUNITY AFFAIRS FOR REVIEW.

WHEREAS,  the City of Washington, Georgia, in association with Wilkes County and the cities of Rayle and Tignall has completed the Community Assessment and Community Participation Plan sections of the Comprehensive Plan 10-Year Update; and,

WHEREAS, both documents were prepared according to the Standards and Procedures for Local Comprehensive Planning as required by the Georgia Department of Community Affairs, and a required public hearing was held on August 11, 2008;

BE IT THEREFORE RESOLVED, that the Mayor and Council of the City of Washington hereby transmit the Community Assessment and Community Participation Program sections of the Comprehensive Plan 10-Year Update to the Central Savannah River Area Regional Development Center and the Georgia Department of Community Affairs for review under the Standards and Procedures for Local Comprehensive Planning.
Adopted this 11th day of August, 2008.

WATER SAMPLES REPORT

City Administrator Eskew reported that two recent water samples sent to the State showed a presence of coliform bacteria caused by the excessive heat.  City water remains safe to drink.

CITY ORDINANCES UPDATES

On motion by Eaton, second by Cullars, council approved 5 to 0 the following ordinances as reviewed and prepared by the CSRA RDC:  An Ordinance by the City of Washington Amending in its Entirety Chapter 38 of the Code of Ordinances of Washington, Georgia, Concerning the Abatement of Nuisances; an Ordinance by the City of Washington to Amend Chapter 18, Article V of the Code of Ordinances of Washington, Georgia to Establish Requirement for Obtaining a Peddler’s License and Requirements for a Peddle to Obtain a Business License; an Ordinance by the City of Washington to Amend Chapter 42 of the Code of Ordinances of Washington, Georgia to Authorize the Historic Preservation Commission to Protect Historic Buildings and Structure From Demolition by Neglect; and, an Ordinance by the City of Washington to Amend Chapter 90 of the Code of Ordinances of Washington, Georgia to Reduce the Number of Non-conforming Land Uses Located in the City.

A copy of each ordinance is on file in the office of the City Clerk and will be forwarded to Municipal Code Corporation for updating of official code books.

MAYOR’S UPDATES

Mayor Burns requested that council approve the appointment of Mrs. Barbara Hearn to the Mary Willis Library Board to replace Mary Lou Dyer.  On motion by Eaton, second by Barnett, council approved 5 to 0 the appointment of Mrs. Hearn.

ADJOURNMENT:  On motion by Eaton, second by Barnett, council approved 5 to 0 adjournment at 6:47 PM.

                                                   _______________________________________MAYOR

                                                   _______________________________________CLERK 

