REGULAR MEETING

SEPTEMBER 14, 2009

The Mayor and City Council of the City of Washington, Georgia, held their regular monthly meeting on Monday, September 14, 2009, at 6 PM in the Council Chambers of City Hall.  Mayor W. E. Burns presided.

Present were Mayor Burns, Council members Avery, Barnett, Cullars, Eaton, Mahoney and Pope.  Also present were City Administrator Eskew, City Clerk Danner, City Attorney Fleming and City Police Chief Davis.

Visitors present were:  Barbara Ricciuti, Ashley Barnett, Norris Ware, Catrina Cofer, Kim Rainey, Terri Lane, Charles Leverett, Kim Evans, Annie Wilkinson, Hattie Callaway, Barbara Bacon, Mildred Hudson, David Jenkins, Clara Sutton, M.V. Booker, Delila Wilburn, Senator Ed Tarver, Christopher Cosper and Kip Burke of the News Reporter.

The meeting was opened in prayer by Rev. Avery followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.

MINUTES APPROVED

On motion by Eaton, second by Barnett, council approved 5 to 1 the minutes of the regular meeting held August 10, 2009, a called meeting held August 12, 2009 and a committee meeting held September 1, 2009.  Council member Cullars voted against the motion.

MEETING AGENDA APPROVED


On motion by Eaton, second by Avery, council approved 6 to 0 the meeting agenda as presented.

TOURISM UPDATE – ASHLEY BARNETT
Tourism Director Barnett reminded council of upcoming events:  Georgia Trust Ramble this weekend with some 240 expected visitors; the Little Miss/Mr. pageant to be held at the new high school cafeteria; ribbon cutting on September 25 at 1 PM for CSRA Adult Day Care; and, Mule Day on October 10, 2009, 10 AM to 4 PM.

Mrs. Barnett also advised that the website is being updated and welcomes any pictures submitted for this site.


Georgia Public Broadcasting will feature Washington-Wilkes on its Georgia Traveler program airing in January 2010.

MAIN STREET – DAVID JENKINS
David Jenkins distributed a sample of a coloring book that is a requirement of the state for DDA education training program.  The coloring book will be given to third grade students.

Jenkins also advised that the EPA application deadline is October 16, 2009 and that four individuals have been identified under the CHIP program for up to $30,000 for home improvements.

RESOLUTION – AMENDMENT TO MORATORIUM IN SOUTHWEST WASHINGTON URBAN REDEVELOPMENT PLAN
On motion by Eaton, second by Barnett, council approved resolution 4 to 0 with council members Avery and Mahoney abstaining.  Resolution follows:

A RESOLUTION PLACING A MORATORIUM ON PRIVATE CONSTRUCTION, PRIVATE DEMOLITION AND THE ISSUANCE OF BUILDING PERMITS FOR NEW STRUCTURES AND ADDITIONS TO EXISTING STRUCTURES IN THE AREA DESIGNATED UNDER THE SOUTHWEST WASHINGTON URBAN REDEVELOPMENT PLAN.

WHEREAS, The City of Washington, Georgia (hereinafter referred to as the “City”) on October 8, 2007, approved the adoption of the Southwest Washington Urban Redevelopment Plan (herein referred to as “the Plan”).  The City is currently striving to rehabilitate and redevelop the areas designated by the Plan in the interest of public health, safety, morals, and the welfare of the residents of the City of Washington.

WHEREAS, The City of Washington deems it necessary to exercise the powers of urban redevelopment pursuant to the provisions of the Official Code of Georgia, Title 36, Chapter 61, and place a Moratorium on for the new structures and additions to existing buildings in the “Rusher Street Target Area” as designated in the Southwest Urban Redevelopment Plan.
THEREFORE, The City of Washington deems it necessary to continue a moratorium on the private rehabilitation of buildings currently located within the designated area identified on the attached map titled “Rusher Street Moratorium Area”.
The moratorium shall be effective immediately upon adoption by the City Council and shall remain in effect for one year from enactment with an option to reissue thereafter.

This Resolution Addendum neither prohibits nor limits the City, or any designated agency of the City, from exercising any and all redevelopment powers in furtherance of the Plan.

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Mayor and City Council of the City of Washington approved, passed, and adopted the Resolution Addendum Moratorium this 14th day of September, 2009.

POLICE DEPARTMENT REPORT

Police Chief Davis presented the monthly report and advised that the Toys for Tots Christmas drive is on-going.

Council member Cullars requested that future reports include the number of roadblocks conducted within the city limits and the locations of such roadblocks.

COUNCIL REPORTS:
MAHONEY:  Council member Mahoney requested that city personnel look into budget/levelized billing to help customers with the high summer bills.  Mahoney also expressed concerns that businesses on the cut-off list were not being cut-off.

Mahoney asked that City Administrator Eskew inform those present of the current status of the water plant re-hab funding.  Eskew advised that stimulus monies would not be available for the water plant rehab projects.  All required paper work was submitted in a timely manner, but funds were expended prior to the city’s water projects funding.  Eskew further advised that GEFA has offered a $6.2 million, $500,000 forgivable loan at 0% for 20 years.

CULLARS:  Council member Cullars expressed concerns with businesses being treated differently from residential customers on the cut-off list process.  Cullars also asked the city personnel look into debit/credit card payment for utility accounts.

Cullars asked the status of insurance coverage for elected/appointed officials.  City Clerk Danner advised that all necessary paperwork has been sent to GMA and that after evaluation GMA will notify the city of coverage quote.

Cullars reported a problem with railroad cars being parked along Whitehall Street and requested that City Administrator Eskew contact the railroad personnel about having this problem resolved.  Cullars also reported a continuing problem with insects at the Pope Center.  City personnel will contact American Pest about this problem.  Cullars further requested that Parks and Recreation be asked to update/renew the skating rink at Booker Park.

Cullars advised that the nameplates for council members were unacceptable in his opinion.  He has visited Lincoln County and their nameplates were more professional; containing full names of council members and their respective districts.  Cullars made a motion to replace current nameplates with nameplates that contain full names of council members and the districts that they serve, second by Mahoney, council voted 3 to 3.  Council members Barnett, Eaton and Pope voted against the motion.  Mayor Burns decided not to cast a tie breaking vote, asking instead that council members resolve this issue among themselves.  Cullars then asked City Attorney Fleming if the Mayor should vote to break the tie vote.  Attorney Fleming advised that the Mayor is not required to break the tie vote, but may do so at his choosing.

POPE:  Council member Pope asked who should maintain the American flags around the square.  Pope was advised that the Woodmen of the World donated the flags and that a letter was sent to each business owner asking that they maintain the flag in front of their business.
Pope suggested that perhaps the city could offer some type of program teaching conservative utility use.

AVERY:  Council member Avery made a motion that the City/County enter a joint Resolution renaming the Senior Citizens Center the Rev. Roy L. Burns Sr., Senior Center, second by Eaton, council approved motion 6 to 0.

EATON:  Council member Eaton advised that the DDA meeting will be held September 17, 2009, 8:30 AM at Farmers State Bank.

Eaton reported that the ISTEA brickwork around the Mary Willis Library looks very good.

Eaton reported some work order issues near the News Reporter, on Lexington Avenue and on Water Street.

CITY ADMINISTRATOR REPORTS:

City Administrator Eskew advised that paving will begin on South Alexander on September 17, 2009, and should be completed the same day.

City Administrator Eskew further reminded council of a personnel hearing to be conducted September 21, 2009, 4:15 in the Council Chambers of City Hall and a Public Hearing to establish a URA on September 28, 2009, at 9 AM in the Council Chambers of City Hall.

TEMPORARY USE PERMIT – DOROTHY BLOXHAM

City Administrator Eskew presented a request for a one year extension of a Temporary Use Permit in accordance with City Ordinance 90-745 for a mobile home on North By-Pass East for Dorothy Bloxham.  On motion by Eaton, second by Cullars, council approved request 6 to 0.

VIDEO-TELEVISING OF COUNCIL MEETINGS

City Administrator Eskew presented a proposal to have council meetings recorded and formatted for use by Comcast at a cost of $275 per meeting.   Council member Cullars made a motion to accept proposal, second by Mahoney, council voted 3 to 3.  Council members Barnett, Eaton and Pope voted against the motion.  Mayor Burns did not cast a tie breaking vote, requesting that council resolve this issue.

CITY ATTORNEY REPORTS:
City Attorney Fleming requested council approval of an executive session to immediately follow at the conclusion of the regular meeting to receive information on a pending legal matter.  On motion by Eaton, second by Pope, council approved request 6 to 0.

MAYOR’S UPDATE

Mayor Burns expressed his appreciation for the many acts of kindness and support shown to his entire family during the recent passing of his father, Rev. Roy L. Burns, Sr.

EXECUTIVE SESSION:

Council entered into executive session at 6:47 PM to receive information on a pending legal matter.

On motion by Eaton, second by Barnett, council approved 6 to 0 re-convening in open session at 7:23 PM.

City Attorney Fleming advised that during the executive session one legal matter was discussed with no final action being taken.

On motion Avery, second by Eaton, council approved 6 to 0 an affidavit stating the reason for the executive session to be signed by the Mayor.

ADJOURNMENT:  On motion by Eaton, second by Pope, council approved 6 to 0 adjournment at 7:24 PM.

                                                   _______________________________________MAYOR

                                                   _______________________________________CLERK
