REGULAR MEETING

OCTOBER 8, 2007

The Mayor and City Council of the City of Washington, Georgia, held their regular monthly meeting, Monday, October 8, 2007, 6 PM at the Edward Pope Conference Center.  Mayor W. E. Burns presided.

Present were:  Mayor Burns, council members Avery, Cullars, Eaton, Hardy, Mahoney and Pope.  Also present were City Administrator Eskew, City Clerk Danner, City Attorney Fleming, Attorney Steve Brown and City Police Chief Davis.

Visitors included:  Guillamne Slama, Christian Lentz, Kurt Wolfe, Linda Hopkins, Mildred Hackney, Peggy Anderson, David Jenkins, Norris Ware, Annie Pearl Towns, Mattie Julia Williams, Angie McBride, Terri Lane Thigpen, Sheila Hill, Robert Aiken, Robert Griggs, William Bishop, Louis Riccuiti, Barbara Riccuiti, Carol Cartledge, Phillip Rothman, Robert Geiger, Ed Franklin, William O. Boyd, Ashley Barnett, Ames Barnett, Lynn Simmons, Bob Simmons, Kay Robinson, Jackie Gale, Cindy Hardy, Ronnie Futch, Marilyn Pasco, Hattie McManus, Mae Stephens, Albert Rucker, Charles Curry, Jr., M.V. Booker, Marion Cullars, Jeff Maddox, Kristen Maddox, Marion Tutt Sr., Stephanie Walton, Rachel Jackson, Meiko Mays, Booker Jackson, Fulani Doughty, Francine Doughty, Clara Sutton, Patricia Young, Hattie Callaway, Letitia Callaway, Jeanne Davis-Blair, Thomas Chase, Barbara Chase, Linda Griggs, W.C. Branan, Susan Branan, Kim Evans, Della Evans, Deanne Crook, Deborah Rainey, Alvin James, Craig Williams, Eddie Finnell, Kay Finnell, Annie R. Wilkinson, Blake Thompson, Lula M. Gresham, Marie Tolbert, Yoshe Jenkins, Ed Anderson Sr., Kathryn Anderson, Susan H. Pope, Bradley Barber, Paul Cramer, John Horton, Sparky Newsome and Kip Burke of the News Reporter.  

Rev. Avery opened the meeting with prayer followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.

MINUTES APPROVED

On motion by Eaton, second by Pope, council approved 6 to 0 the minutes of the regular meeting held September 10, 2007, the council retreat held September 12, 2007 and the council retreat held September 28, 2007, pending a correction of surname of Alvin James.

PHIL ROTHMAN

Mr. Rothman addressed council concerning the proposed hotel/conference center.  Mr. Rothman expressed his appreciation to the Mayor and Council for recognizing the strong potential that tourism has for economic growth and development of the Washington-Wilkes region.  However, Mr. Rothman expressed his desire that the city and county work together in these types of endeavors; creating a master plan outlining mutual goals with input from citizens.

MAIN STREET UPDATE – DAVID JENKINS

Main Street Director David Jenkins updated council on ongoing economic development projects.  Mr. Jenkins advised that the Brownfield’s grant has been awarded and that some potential Brownfield sites should be identified within the next 30 to 45 days.

TOURISM – ASHLEY BARNETT

Tourism Director Ashley Barnett advised of upcoming October events:  beginning October 11, NBC in Augusta will air six different commercials about Washington-Wilkes produced by Bradley and Katherine Barber; on October 12, GPB will broadcast a 30 minutes documentary about Washington; October 13 is Mule Day with admission of $5 per car; October 19 – Tracy Lawrence concert at Aonia Pass; October 20 – Funk & Soul concert at Aonia Pass; October 27 – Market Days Street Festival in downtown Washington and also the Rayle Ramble; and, November 3 – the Washington Arts Foundation festival on the square and also the I’d Rather Be in Tignall festival.

POLICE DEPARTMENT REPORT

Chief Davis presented the monthly report for the department and reported on the renovation progress on the department building.

Council member Cullars reported that he had received complaints from citizens about an unusually high number of traffic stops made by the Sheriff’s Department within the city limits.

Council member Mahoney questioned the status of a proposed curfew ordinance, and was advised that draft ordinance had been completed some six weeks earlier.  However, Mayor Burns requested that citizen input meetings be scheduled before action is taken on the ordinance.

HOTEL/CONFERENCE CENTER

Mr. Paul Cramer, Director of the Classic Center in Athens-Clark County, spoke to council about the impact that the Center has had in the Athens area in its twelve years of existence.  Original conference groups totaled about 450 persons and now that number is nearer the 1200 person range.  The Hilton Garden Inn associated with the Classic Center had a 60% occupancy rate during its first year.

Mr. Alvin James, developer of the Baymont Inn, spoke of his desire to develop a hotel to operate in conjunction with the Pope Conference Center.  Mr. James has considerable experience in hotel/resort development to include the Trump Towers in Atlanta.  Mr. James believes that the middle market (3-4 stars) hotels make the money and is prepared to make a commitment and investment in the Washington Baymont Inn.  Mr. James further stated that with “hospitality training” many employees could move into larger hotel/resort management areas and positions.

Mr. James has proposed to purchase the Pope Conference Center to bundle with the Baymont Inn hotel project and has asked the city to donate needed land.  The hotel as proposed will face Lexington Avenue and will include a restaurant facility.  The facility will employee some 25 to 50 local citizens when completed and will use some local firms during the construction phase.

On motion by Cullars, second by Avery, council approved 6 to 0 to allow attorneys for Mr. James to develop a Memorandum of Understanding for the sale of the Pope Conference Center and hotel construction, to be forwarded to City Attorney Fleming for review and then to City Council for further action.

CITY COUNCIL REPORTS:

MAHONEY:  Council member Mahoney requested that council consider adoption of the  City of Ethics Ordinance.  Mayor Burns advised that the ordinance will be considered after the municipal elections held November 6, 2007.

Mahoney also asked if there would be additional moneys needed to finish the renovation/construction of the Pope Conference Center.  Council was advised that current loans will be sufficient to complete the project.

Mahoney asked about a need to relocate the Fire Academy Training building.  Mayor Burns advised that developer Mr. James had requested that the building stay at its present location and that he believed he could work with the academy to arrange more training in Washington.

Mahoney further advised that he had received numerous complaints about high bills received in October.  City Administrator Eskew advised that typically the bills received in October are the highest issued during the year; for the most part, the consumption billed is for the month of August.  During this past August there were some 20+ days of 90 degree or higher temperatures with high humidity.

CULLAR:   Council member Cullars asked that a meeting with Comcast Cable concerning televising of council meetings be scheduled for a Wednesday when he could attend.

Cullars asked that some $20,000 in playground equipment be purchased for the Whitehall Street playground.  This information will be given to the committee for study and recommendation.

Mr. Cullars advised that in reference to an incident at the recent Washington-Wilkes homecoming football game that he had no intention of apologizing to a group men asked to leave the stadium.

Mr. Cullars requested that a contract with Jack’s Custom Signs be cancelled.  City Attorney Fleming advised that the contract had been executed and work begun on the sign, therefore; the contract could not be cancelled at this time.

Mr. Cullars then made a motion that the city no longer has any work done by Jack’s Custom Signs. Council member Mahoney seconded the motion.  The motion failed with a vote of 2 to 4, with council members Avery, Eaton, Hardy and Pope voting against the motion.

EATON:  Council member Eaton advised the next DDA meeting will be held October 18, 2007, 8:30 AM at the Farmers State Bank.
RESOLUTION – ADOPTING SOUTHWEST REDEVELOPMENT PLAN
On motion by Pope, second by Eaton, council voted 6 to 0 to approve a resolution adopting an Urban Redevelopment Plan and designating the City of Washington, GA, as an Urban Redevelopment Agency.  Resolution follows:

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the City of Washington, Georgia, find that within the area roughly bounded by Lexington Avenue and Liberty Street to the north, 42nd and Spring Street to the east, and the southern and western municipal limits as provided in Exhibit “A”, attached hereto, there are areas where exist a predominance of buildings or improvements, whether residential or nonresidential, which by reason of dilapidation, deterioration, age, or obsolescence; or the existence of conditions which endanger life or property by fire and other causes; are detrimental to the public health, safety, morals, or welfare; and,
WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the City of Washington, Georgia, find that within that portion of the City there are areas in which there is the presence of a predominance of defective or inadequate street layout; faulty lot layout in relation to size, adequacy, accessibility, or usefulness; deterioration of site or other improvements; and, a sustained concentration of activities detrimental to both person and property; and,

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the City of Washington, Georgia, find that the combination of such factors substantially impairs or arrests the sound growth of the municipality, retards the provisions of housing accommodations, and constitutes an economic or social liability and is a menace to the public health, safety, morals, or welfare in its present condition and use;

NOW THEREFORE, the Mayor and Council of the City of Washington, Georgia, find that one or more areas of slum and blight exist within the City, and that the rehabilitation, conservation, or redevelopment, or a combination thereof, of such area or areas is necessary in the interest of the public health, safety, morals, or welfare of the residents of the City of Washington; and furthermore,

WHEREAS, pursuant to the provisions of the Official Code of Georgia Section 36-61-7, the City has held a hearing on an Urban Redevelopment Plan for the area described above;

NOW THEREFORE, the Mayor and Council of the City of Washington, Georgia, find that:

1. A feasible method exists for the relocation of families who will be displaced from the urban redevelopment area in decent, safe, and sanitary dwelling accommodations within their means and without undue hardship to such families; and,

2. The Urban Redevelopment Plan conforms to the general plan of the municipality or county as a whole; and,

3. The Urban Redevelopment Plan will afford maximum opportunity, consistent with the sound needs of the City, for the rehabilitation or redevelopment of the urban redevelopment area by private enterprise;

NOW THEREFORE, the Mayor and Council of the City of Washington, Georgia adopt said plan as the Southwest Washington Urban Redevelopment Plan for the City of Washington; and furthermore,

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the City of Washington, Georgia, believe that the City of Washington is the entity best suited to implement the provisions of the Southwest Washington Urban Redevelopment Plan;

NOW THEREFORE, the Mayor and Council of the City of Washington, Georgia, pursuant to the provisions of the Official Code of Georgia Section 36-61-17, designate the City of Washington as the “Urban Redevelopment Agency” and vest in said City all of the “urban redevelopment project powers” as defined therein.

This Resolution shall become effective on the 8th day of October, 2007.

ADOPTED and APPROVED this 8th day of October, 2007.

CITY ADMINISTRATOR UPDATES

City Administrator Eskew reminded council of the tours of the water and waste water treatment facilities scheduled to leave city hall at 8:30 AM on October 10, 2007.

City Administrator Eskew also reminded everyone present that the State has issued a declaration of Level 4 Drought conditions.  This allows no personal residential outside watering.

MAYOR’S TOPICS

Mayor Burns thanked Mr. Lentz of the RDC for all the work put into the Redevelopment Plan.

Mayor Burns also thanked Mr. James and Mr. Cramer for their presentations regarding the conference center.  Mayor Burns also announced that the Grand Opening of the Pope Conference Center will be held on October 30, 2007, from 10 AM until 4:00 PM.

ADJOURNMENT:  Meeting was adjourned at 7:15 PM.

                                                 _______________________________________MAYOR

                                                 _______________________________________CLERK

