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OCTOBER 8, 2018

The Mayor and City Council of the City of Washington held their regular monthly meeting on Monday, October 8, 2018, at 3:50 PM at the Edward Pope Conference Center.  Mayor Ames Barnett presided.

Present were Mayor Barnett and council members Armour, Armour, Cullars, Mahoney, Scarborough and Tutt.  Also present were City Administrator Bailey, City Clerk Danner and City Attorney Fleming.

Visitors present are listed in the minutes of the Work Session held on October 8, 2018.

City Attorney Fleming opened the meeting with prayer followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.

MINUTES APPROVED:  On motion by R. Armour, second by Scarborough, council approved minutes as presented 3-3-1.  Voting against the motion were council members Cullars, Mahoney and Tutt.  Mayor Barnett voted for the motion, breaking the tie vote.  Council member Cullars had requested a change to the September minutes regarding a correction that he had requested at that meeting.  The correction was made to the August minutes as requested.

AGENDA APPROVED:  On motion by Scarborough, second by R. Armour, council approved 6 to 0 the meeting agenda as presented.

MAYOR’S COMMENTS:  Mayor Barnett announced that the City of Washington has been designated a Plan First Community.  City officials will travel to LaGrange to receive this award.

CITY ADMINISTRATOR’S TOPICS:
BUDGET AMENDMENT:  City Administrator Bailey requested council approval of a budget amendment to allow the city to enter into a contract agreement for the Retail Academy.  Budget Amendment follows:
FUND 100
ACCOUNT                       Original Budget       0                    Amendment                 Amended Budget
100.55000.52.3709         $25,000                                          -$12,000                             $13,000
100.75510.52.1200         $10,000                                            $12,000                            $22,000
(This amendment moves $’s from PDA to Main Street)
On motion by Tutt, second by Mahoney, council approved amendment 5 to 1.  Council member T. Armour voted against the motion.

CITY ORDINANCE CHAPTER 42 REVISIONS:  On motion by Tutt, second by Mahoney, council approved 6 to 0 Chapter 42 Ordinance revisions as presented.  Updates and revisions to Chapter 42 are as follows:

Update:
Sec. 42-130. Public Hearings:
Under this division, the historic preservation commission shall hold a public hearing at which each proposed certificate of appropriateness is discussed. Notice of the hearing shall be published in the principal newspaper of local circulation in the county, and written notice of the hearing shall be mailed by the commission to all owners and occupants of the proposed property.  The written and published notice shall be provided at least 15 but not more than 45 days prior to the meeting advertised.  The commission shall give the property owner and applicant an opportunity to be heard at the public hearing. 


Additions:
Sec. 42-138. - Appeals. 
Any person adversely affected by any determination made by the historic preservation commission relative to the issuance or denial of a certificate of appropriateness may appeal such determination to the mayor and council. Any such appeal must be filed with the mayor and council within 15 days after the issuance of the determination pursuant to section 42-133(a) or, if the commission fails to act, within 15 days of the expiration of the 45-day period allowed for commission action pursuant to section 42-133(b). The city may approve or reject the determination made by the commission or remand with instructions, if the mayor and council find the commission abused its discretion in reaching its decision. An abuse of discretion exists where the record presented to the mayor and council shows that the decision made by the commission was arbitrary, capricious, or clearly unreasonable. Appeals from decisions of the mayor and council may be taken to the superior court of the county in the manner provided by law for appeals from conviction for city or county ordinance violations. 
(Code 1989, § 9.1-26(m))

Sec. 42-35
(e) - Administrative Review –To expedite the design review process, the commission may identify within its rules of procedure items and application modifications which qualify for administrative review.  Applications may be submitted at any time and shall be accompanied by such elevations, drawings, photographs, or plans as may be required by the commission and the fee established by resolution of the mayor and council.  Administrative review shall be limited to proposed work which constitutes either an identified administrative review item which clearly and distinctly complies with the established design criteria or a minor modification to a previously approved application for certificate of appropriateness which clearly and distinctly complies with the established design criteria.  The administrative review shall follow the procedure set forth within the commission’s adopted rules of procedure.  All administrative review decisions shall be reported to the commission at the next regular meeting. 

Sec. 42 139. - Designation of Historic District and Boundary Description.
There is hereby created in and for the City of Washington Georgia, the Washington Historic District with boundaries as follows:
The District is comprised of two irregularly shaped parcels that intersect at a point on the southwest corner of 206 East Robert Toombs Avenue (the Presbyterian Church lot). 
The first parcel is generally bounded as follows: beginning in a counterclockwise direction at the southwest corner of the property known as 206 East Robert Toombs Avenue; thence south to Water Street and continuing south along the east property line of 301 South Alexander Avenue; thence south to the intersection of Baltimore Road and Chapman Street; thence running west; thence north to South Street on the rear lot lines of the properties on South Alexander Avenue and South Jefferson Street, so as to include the properties on South Alexander Avenue known as 414, 410, 408, 406, and 208, and to exclude the houses facing South Jefferson Street on the same block; thence running west along South Street to Spring Street; thence turning north and running along Spring Street to the back property line of the First Methodist Church and turning west to South Allison Street; thence turning south then west, so as to include the City Park and ending at the southwest corner of the property known as 302 West Liberty Street; thence turning north, then west so as to include the properties known as 304, 306, and 308 West Liberty Street; thence running north along the east property line of 312 West Liberty Street; thence west to the southeast corner of the property known as 214 West Robert Toombs Avenue, excluding the lot on the corner of West Liberty and Depot Streets; thence north to the southeast corner of this lot, then west to Depot Street; thence turning north along Depot Street and crossing West Robert Toombs Avenue to a point in the property of 217 West Robert Toombs Avenue that includes the house; thence turning east to Greens Grove running along the back property line of 203 West Robert Toombs Avenue; thence turning north along the back property line of 201 West Robert Toombs Avenue, then running east so as to include all properties from 217 to and including the church at 105 West Robert Toombs Avenue. At the southeast corner of the church lot at 105 West Robert Toombs Avenue, the line turns back west along West Robert Toombs Avenue to Pope Street to exclude the properties known as 102, 106, 108, 112, and 116 West Robert Toombs Avenue and 104 North Allison Street; thence turning south and running along the west property line of 116 West Robert Toombs Avenue; thence east along the rear lot lines of the properties known as 112, 108, 106, and 102 West Robert Toombs and 104 South Allison Street. At the southeast corner of 104 South Allison Street, the line turns north to the corner of North Allison Street and West Court Street; thence east to North Jefferson Street; thence south to the southwest corner of 100 East Robert Toombs Avenue, so as to exclude this property; thence northeast so as to include the properties known as 209, 211, and 213 East Liberty Street and to exclude the properties along East Robert Toombs Street from 100 to 114 and the property known as 104 South Alexander Avenue. The properties in the block bordered by South Alexander to the west, the Presbyterian Church lot at 206 East Robert Toombs Avenue on the East, East Liberty Street on the south, and East Robert Toombs Avenue on the north are excluded. 

The second parcel intersects the first and begins at the southwest corner of 206 East Robert Toombs Avenue and running north so as to include the property at 205 West Robert Toombs Avenue; thence west, excluding the properties on the east side of North Alexander Avenue from East Robert Toombs Avenue to East Court Street; thence running north along North Alexander Avenue from the intersection of North Alexander Avenue and East Court Street so as to exclude the Post Office at 215 East Court Street and include the properties at 206, 210, 300, and 302 South Alexander Avenue; thence running east along North Street to exclude 306 North Alexander Avenue; thence turning north and then east to exclude 307 North Alexander Avenue; thence east across the property of 211 Alexander Drive to end at Poplar Drive; thence south along Poplar Drive and around the rear lot line of the property known as 309 East Robert Toombs Avenue, so as to include it; thence crossing East Robert Toombs Avenue along Grove Street to include the Museum property at 308 East Robert Toombs Avenue; thence running along the rear lot lines of the properties known as 300, 224, 222, 220, 218, 216, 214, 210, and 206, so as to include these lots, to the point of beginning.

The above described boundaries are represented in yellow on the below map.

Map: 
[image: C:\Users\Elizabeth\Downloads\Offical City of Washington NR District, Local District and H1 Zoning_draft#2\Offical City of Washington NR District, Local District and H1 Zoning_draft#2-1.jpg]


Council concurred in postponing the discussion on employee health benefits until a called meeting can be scheduled.

ADJOURNMENT:  On motion by Mahoney, second by R. Armour, council approved 6 to 0 adjournment of the meeting at 4:02 PM.

                                                                                  ______________________________________MAYOR

                                                                                 ______________________________________CLERK
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