REGULAR MEETING

OCTOBER 12, 2009

The Mayor and City Council of the City of Washington, Georgia, held their regular monthly meeting on Monday, October 12, 2009, 6:15 PM in the Council Chambers of City Hall.  Mayor W. E. Burns presided.

Present were Mayor Burns, council members Avery, Barnett, Cullars, Eaton, Mahoney and Pope.  Also present were City Administrator Eskew, City Clerk Danner, City Attorney Fleming and City Police Chief Davis.

Visitors present included:  Ashley Barnett, David Jenkins, Linda Echols, Kenneth Echols, Barbara Bacon, Mildred Hudson, Susan H. Pope, Kurt Wolfe, Charles Jackson, Clara Sutton, A.R. Wilkinson, Hattie Callaway, Norris Ware, Willie Cullars, Ty Davis, Jill Rogers, Mike Popplewell, Blake Thompson and Kip Burke of the News Reporter.

The meeting was opened in prayer by Rev. Avery followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.

MINUTES APPROVED

On motion by Eaton, second by Pope, council approved 6 to 0 the minutes of a Public Hearing held September 10, 2009, the regular meeting held September 14, 2009, the Electric Committee meeting held September 21, 2009, the Public Hearing held September 28, 2009 and a called meeting held September 28, 2009.

AGENDA APPROVED

On motion by Eaton, second by Cullars,  council approved 6 to 0 the meeting agenda as presented and adding a Service Delivery item by City Administrator Eskew and an executive session for a personnel matter requested by Council member Avery.

TOURISM – ASHLEY BARNETT
Mrs. Barnett advised that the recent Georgia Trust Ramble brought some 300 visitors to Washington and that Mule Day had some 1800 to 2000 visitors.  There will be a tractor pull at Aonia Pass the weekend of October 17th and the Arts Foundation Festival will be November 7 and 8.

MAIN STREET UPDATE

Main Street Director David Jenkins reminded those present of a Public Hearing to be held October 15, 2009, 6 PM in the Council Chambers of City Hall concerning Rusher Street property.

Mr. Jenkins is currently working with two manufacturing prospects, reviewing four CHIP fund applications and working with the Anderson Service Station property for Brownfields testing.
RESOLUTION – GATEWAY GRANT

On motion by Eaton, second by Pope, council approved the following resolution 6 to 0:

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF WASHINGTON AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR OF WASHINGTON TO APPLY FOR AND ACCEPT A GATEWAY GRANT.  UPON AWARD OF THE GRANT, THE CITY OF WASHINGTON SHALL ENTER INTO A MOWING AND MAINTENANCE AGREEMENT WITH THE GEORGIA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION.

WHEREAS, many roadside areas and median strips within Department of Transportation rights of way must be maintained and attractively landscaped; and

WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of Washington beautify and improve various rights of way by landscaping within the corporate limits of the City of Washington; and

WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of Washington wish to authorize the Mayor of Washington to apply for a GATEway Grant from the Georgia Department of Transportation, and if awarded, to enter into a Mowing and Maintenance Agreement between the City of Washington and the Georgia Department of Transportation.

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of Washington:

Section 1.  The City Council of the City of Washington hereby authorize the Mayor of Washington to apply for a GATEway Grant.  Upon award of the grant, the Mayor of Washington shall enter into a Mowing and Maintenance Agreement between the City of Washington and the Georgia Department of Transportation.

Section 2.  The City Clerk of the City of Washington is hereby directed to send copies of this Resolution to the Department of Transportation and all other persons as directed by the Mayor of Washington.

APPROVED AND ADOPTED by the City Council of the City of Washington at the regular meeting assembled this 12th day of October, 2009.
POLICE DEPARMENT REPORT

Police Chief Davis presented the September monthly report.  Council member Cullars asked the status of an incident involving his vehicle during the 2007 election process.
COUNCIL ITEMS:

EATON:  Council member Eaton advised that the DDA meeting will be held October 15, 2009, 8:30 AM at Farmers State Bank.

MAHONEY:  Council member Mahoney advised that he had received complaints about the level of service provided by CSRA Probation.  Mayor Burns requested that this matter be handled through the police committee and a meeting will be scheduled and announced.

HEALTH/LIFE INSURANCE – ELECTED/APPOINTED OFFICIALS

City Clerk Danner advised that GMA had notified the city that there would be no increase in premium rates to add elected and appointed officials.

On motion by Cullars, second by Mahoney, council voted 3-3-1 to provide health/life insurance coverage for elected/appointed officials in the same manner as current full-time employees.  Voting against the motion were council members Barnett, Eaton and Pope.  Mayor Burns voted for the motion to break the tie vote.

COUNCIL REPORTS:

MAHONEY:  Council member Mahoney requested that the cut-off policy deadline for agreements be enforced and further requested that levelized/budget billing be researched for possible implementation.
Mahoney further reported some storm water drainage problems.

POPE:  Council member Pope advised that there was information at the Mary Willis Library available to the general public to help in identifying where electric consumption takes place in their homes.

Pope requested that the Employee Appreciation Day committee meet to make plans for a possible spring 2010 event. 
AVERY:  Council member Avery reported a work order issue concerning limbs on power lines.

EATON:  Council member Eaton reported a work order issue concerning trash cans on the downtown square.

CITY ADMINISTRATOR’S UPDATES

City Administrator Eskew distributed to council Georgia Water District maps and advised that he is on the Savannah River/Upper Ogeechee Water Council.

RESOLUTION MEAG COMBINED CYCLES

On motion by Eaton, second by Cullars, council approved 6 to 0 the MEAG Combined Cycles resolution as follows:

RESOLTUION AUTHORIZING THE EXECUTION AND DELIVERY OF A FIRST AMENDMENT TO THE AMENDED AND RESTATED COMBINED CYCLE POWER SALES CONTRACTS; AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES
WHEREAS, MEAG Power has entered into an Amended and Restated Combined Cycle Power Sales Contract (the “Contract”) with the City of Washington (the “CC Participants”); and

WHEREAS, MEAG Power and the CC Participant have determined that it is in their respective best interests that MEAG Power have the ability to utilize a credit facility for the purpose of funding, on an interim basis, certain fuel costs and working capital requirements; and

WHEREAS, MEAG Power and the CC Participant have determined that it is necessary to amend the Contract in certain respects; and

WHEREAS, to effect such amendments, MEAG Power and the CC Participant have caused to be prepared a draft First Amendment to the Amended and Restated Combined Cycle Power Sales Contract (the “Amendment”);

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor (the “Authorized Official”) is hereby authorized and directed to execute, and the Clerk, or any Assistant Clerk, is hereby authorized and directed to attest and deliver the Amendment in substantially the form thereof that has been presented at this meeting and filed in the Minute File of the CC Participant; and
FURTHER RESOLVED that the CC Participant hereby authorizes the Authorized Official and the Clerk, or any Assistant Clerk, to take any further actions and execute and deliver any other documents necessary to carry out the purpose of this Resolution, the Amendment and the Contract; as amended from time to time.
This 12th day of October, 2009.

RESOLUTION – MEAG TRUST

On motion by Eaton, second by Barnett council approved 4 to 2 the MEAG Trust Resolution.  Council members Cullars and Mahoney voted against the motion.  Resolution follows:

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE EXECUTION AND DELIVERY OF A SECOND REPLACEMENT AMENDMENT TO THE MUNICIPAL COMPETITIVE TRUST; AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES

WHEREAS, MEAG Power created and established for the Beneficiaries (as that term is defined in the Municipal Competitive Trust), including the City of Washington (the “Participant”), as of January 1, 1999, a trust referred to as the Municipal Competitive Trust; and

WHEREAS, the Beneficiaries each consented to and approved a First Amendment to the Municipal Competitive Trust; and

WHEREAS, a Second Amendment to the Municipal Competitive Trust was approved by a majority of the Beneficiaries, including the Participant (the “Second Amendment”), for the purpose of providing additional flexibility pertaining to the funding of new generation projects by MEAG Power by establishing a New Generation Funding Account; and
WHEREAS, MEAG Power and the Beneficiaries, including the Participant, desire to amend the provisions of the Municipal Competitive Trust, as amended, to provide additional flexibility to the Beneficiaries as to the funding of new generation projects and capacity purchases proposed by MEAG Power, the funding of the purchase of additional entitlement share or obligation share of existing MEAG Power projects and for mitigation of certain Bulk Power Supply cost increases; and
WHEREAS, to effect such amendments, MEAG Power has caused to be prepared a draft Second Replacement Amendment to the Municipal Competitive Trust (the “Amendment”) for execution by the Beneficiaries that executed the Second Amendment;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor (the “Authorized Official”) is hereby authorized and directed to execute, and the Clerk, or any Assistant Clerk, is hereby authorized and directed to attest and deliver the Amendment is substantially the form thereof that has been presented at this meeting and filed in the Minute File of the Participant; and

FURTHER RESOLVED that the Participant hereby authorizes the Authorized Official and the Clerk, or any Assistant Clerk, to take any further actions and execute and deliver any other documents necessary to carry out the purpose of this Resolution, the Amendment and the Municipal Competitive Trust, as amended from time to time.
This the 12th day of October, 2009.

ARTS FOUNDATION – USE OF SQUARE

On motion by Barnett, second by Eaton, council approved 6 to 0 use of the square of November 7 and 8, 2009 for the WW Arts Foundation Festival.

VETERANS DAY MEMORIAL

On motion by Cullars, second by Eaton, council approved 6 to 0 the use of the square from 11 to 11:30 AM on November 11, 2009, for a Veterans Day Memorial.
RESOLUTION – SERVICE DELIVERY STRATEGY

On motion by Eaton, second by Cullars, council approved 6 to 0 the following Resolution adopting the amendments to the Service Delivery Strategy.

WHEREAS, the City of Washington, GA City Council, the governing authority of the City of Washington, wishes to adopt amendments to the Service Delivery Strategy; and,

WHEREAS, the City of Washington’s adoption of the Service Delivery Strategy Agreement is in accordance with the Rules and Procedures of the Georgia Department of Community Affairs;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the City of Washington, GA City Council that the Washington-Wilkes Service Delivery Strategy agreement is hereby adopted.

Adopted this 12th day of October, 2009.

EXECUTIVE SESSION:

On motion by Cullars, second by Eaton, council approved 6 to 0 entering into executive session to discuss a previously approved personnel matter at 6:55 PM.

Council re-convened in open session at 7:09 PM.

City Attorney Fleming announced that one personnel issue was discussed with no final action being taken.

On motion by Cullars, second by Avery, council approved 6 to 0 to have the Mayor sign an executive session affidavit.

ADJOURNMENT:  On motion by Eaton, second by Cullars, council approved adjournment at 7:11 PM.

                                                   _______________________________________MAYOR

                                                   _______________________________________CLERK
