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The Mayor and City Council of the City of Washington, Georgia, held their Regular monthly meeting on Monday, October 14,2 019, beginning at 3:30 PM at the Edward Pope Conference Center.  Mayor Ames Barnett presided.

Present were Mayor Barnett and Council members Armour, Armour, Cullars, Mahoney and Scarborough.
Also present were City Administrator Bailey, City Clerk Danner and City Attorney Fleming.

Visitors present are listed in the minutes of the Work Session held on October 14, 2019.

City Attorney Fleming opened the meeting in prayer followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.

MINUTES APPROVED:  On motion by Scarborough, second by R. Armour, council approved 5 to 0 the minutes of previous meetings as submitted.

AGENDA APPROVED:  On motion by T. Armour, second by Scarborough, council approved 5 to 0 the meeting agenda, removing the re-zoning matter as the petitioner withdrew his request.

MAYOR’S COMMENTS:  Mayor Barnett advised that the city had been awarded the Rural Zone designation.  Under this program, eligible job creation and investment activities by businesses located in the rural zone may qualify to claim tax credits.

Mayor Barnett also reminded those present of the annual Christmas Tree lighting on November 26, 2019.  Area school children will again this year be making ornaments for the tree.

BLAKE THOMPSON – TOYS FOR TOTS/CHRISTMAS PARADE:  EMS Director Blake Thompson advised that applications for the annual Toys for Tots will be taken through November 26, 2019.  This is a United Way program.  Applications must contain the social security numbers of the mother and child in order to be considered.

Thompson also reminded that the Annual Christmas Parade will be December 14, 2019.

BEER & WINE – PACKAGE – LICENSE:  SHAB, INC. – City Clerk Danner requested approval of a Beer and Wine Package license application from SHAB, Inc., Citgo Food Mart, 117 E Robert Toombs Avenue, Washington, Georgia, with James Barry Thompson as acting resident agent.  On motion by Cullars, second by Mahoney, council approved application 5 to 0.

ALCOHOL – BREW PUB LICENSE FEE SET:  City Clerk Danner reminded council that when the alcohol ordinance was amended in August 2017, that the ordinance established a Brew Pub classification, but council did not at that time set a brew pub license fee.  Danner requested council to set the fee at $250, which is in line with other alcohol license fees.  On motion by R. Armour, second by Cullars, council set the Brew Pub fee at $250 with a 4 to 1 vote.  Council member T. Armour voted against the motion.

CITY ADMINISTRATOR COMMENTS:  
2019/2020 GROUP HEALTH INSURANCE:  City Administrator Bailey requested council approval of going with Humana for group health coverage for plan year 2019/2020, and further requested that the city continue to provide coverage for full time employees.  The cost of coverage will be up some 4.73% over last year’s amount.  Because the plan in a high deductible plan, the HRA will remain in place after the first $3,000 of the deductible has been met.  On motion by T. Armour, second by R. Armour, council approved this plan 5 to 0.

VETERAN’S OFFICE LEASE:  City Administrator Bailey requested approval to renew the Veteran’s Office lease at $217.46 per month for one year.  This lease will auto-renew for up to five years.  Changes to the lease can be made with 60 day notice.  On motion by Mahoney, second by Cullars, council approved lease 5 to 0.

USE OF CITY PROPERTY:  City Administrator Bailey requested council approval of the following events on city property: 1) Jason Chapman 5K (Amy Echols) from 1st Baptist to the Square on 10/26/2019; 2) Fall Carnival (Tonya Binns) at Reese Booker Park on 10/26/2019; and, 3) Class of 1990 Fall Carnival/Glow party (Roxeanne Cobb) at School Street Park on 10/19/2019.  On motion by Cullars, second by Mahoney, council approved requests 5 to 0.

ADJOURNENT:  On motion by Cullars, second by Mahoney, council approved 5 to 0 meeting adjournment at 3:40 PM.
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