REGULAR MEETING

NOVEMBER 9, 2009

The Mayor and City Council of the City of Washington, Georgia, held their regular monthly meeting on Monday, November 9, 2009, 6 PM in the Council Chambers of City Hall.  Mayor W. E. Burns presided.

Present were:  Mayor Burns, council members Barnett, Cullars, Eaton, Mahoney and Pope.  Council member Avery was out of town.  Also present were City Administrator Eskew, City Clerk Danner, City Attorney Fleming and City Police Chief Davis.

Visitors present were:  Linda Echols, Kenneth Echols, Hattie Callaway, Annie R. Wilkinson, Norris Ware, Bill Steed, Barbara Bacon, David Jenkins, Ashley Barnett, Alan Soto, Robert Geiger, Edward Franklin, Susan Pope, Blake Thompson, Clara Sutton, Carl Kotz and Kip Burke of the News Reporter.
The meeting was opened in prayer by Council member Pope followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.

MINUTES APPROVED

On motion by Eaton, second by Cullars, council approved 5 to 0 the minutes of a personnel hearing held October 12, 2009, the regular meeting held October 12, 2009 pending correction to Police Department Report, a public meeting held October 15, 2009, a police committee meeting held October 29, 2009, and committee meetings held November 4 and 5, 2009 pending correction to Electric advertisement for meter reader.

AGENDA APPROVED

On motion by Eaton, second by Cullars, council approved 5 to 0 the meeting agenda as presented.

TOURISM – ASHLEY BARNETT

Tourism Director Ashley Barnett advised of upcoming events:  2010 Census meeting on November 19 @ 4PM at the Courthouse; Sorrelle’s ribbon cutting on November 19 @ 1 PM; the Historical Foundation concert series on November 21 @ 8 PM; Candlelight shopping on November 24- 6 to 9 PM; Ty Herndon benefit concert for Calli Nichols on December 3 at the Tignall gym; Legislative Breakfast on December 3, 2009 at 8:30 AM at  Third Shiloh; Christmas Tour of Homes on December 11 and 12; Washington Christmas parade on December 13 at 3 PM and Career Exploration day of the Middle and High Schools on December 18, 2009.

CHAMBER UPDATE

Alan Soto, Chamber Director, advised of the annual Chamber Retreat on November 18, 2009; Chamber After Hours on December 4; Chamber Banquet on December 10 and three Chamber Board openings.
MAIN STREET – DAVID JENKINS

Main Street Director David Jenkins reported on the UGA Environmental Program Charrette held November 6, 7 and 8 working on the Gateway entrances to the city.  Results should be finalized by February 2010.  

Mr. Jenkins advised that he and Barbara Bacon would be attending a DCA Redevelopment Project review on November 10, 2009.

Mr. Jenkins asked for council approval of a resolution authorizing the application for a GEFA Energy grant of up to $300,000 with no match.  Motion by Cullars, second by Pope, council approved resolution 5 to 0.  Resolution follows:
A RESOLUTION BY THE MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF WASHINGTON APPROVING THE APPLICATION PROCESS FOR THE ENERGY EFFICIENCY AND CONSERVATION BLOCK GRANT FUNDING OPPORTUNITY ADMINISTERED UNDER THE GEORGIA ENVIRONMENTAL FACILITIES AUTHORITY (GEFA).

WHEREAS, The City of Washington, on October 8, 2007, approved efforts to provide services and resources to implement and support Urban Redevelopment in the areas of interest of the public health, safety and welfare of the residents of the City of Washington; and,

WHEREAS, The City of Washington deems it necessary to improve energy efficiency and provide continuous benefits over time in terms of energy reductions; and,

WHEREAS, To the extent which the City of Washington participates in the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009 (ARRA) under the Energy Efficiency and Conservation Block Grant Program (EECBG) and in accordance with the guidelines, the results achieved with this program will be assessed through job creation; energy saved; renewable energy capacity installed and generated and energy cost saving; and,

WHEREAS, The City of Washington will undertake strategic partnerships to extend the reach and impact of the EECBG funding and include Energy Star, State and Local programs such as the Weatherization Assistance Program, the Clean Energy Property Tax Credit, the Governor’s Energy Challenge, Earthcraft Homes, and others.

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Mayor and City Council of the City of Washington adopt the resolution to submit an application for Energy Efficiency and Conservation Block Grant Funding for Local Governments under the Georgia Environmental Facilities Authority from the U.S. Department of Energy this 9th day of November, 2009.

Mr. Jenkins asked for council approval of a resolution authorizing an application for a HUD Counseling grant to aid low to moderate income persons.  On motion by Eaton, second by Cullars, council approved resolution 5 to 0.  Resolution follows:
A RESOLUTION BY THE MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF WASHINGTON, GEORGIA APPROVING THE APPLICATION PROCESS FOR BECOMING A HOUSING AND URBAN DEVELOPMENT (HUD) APPROVED COUNSELING AGENCY.

WHEREAS, The City of Washington, on October 8,2 007, approved efforts to provide services and resources to implement and support Urban Redevelopment in the areas of the public health, safety and welfare of the residents of the City of Washington; and,

WHEREAS, The City of Washington deems it necessary to provide counseling and advice to tenants and homeowners with respect to property maintenance, financial management and such other matters to assist them in improving their housing conditions and in meeting the responsibilities of homeownership; and,

WHEREAS, To the extent which the City of Washington will develop program and project goals that will align with the U.S. Department of Urban Development vision and mission, the Counseling Services will produce measurable results and outcomes that will benefit individuals; families and the community; and,

WHEREAS, The City of Washington’s established agreements with the Georgia Department of Community Affairs (DCA) to provide Homebuyer Education; One-on-One Pre-purchase, Post-purchase; Loss Mitigation, and Financial Literacy comply with the requirements of being a HUD Approved Counseling Agency.

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Mayor and City Council of the City of Washington adopt the resolution and to submit an application to the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development to become a HUD Approved Counseling Agency this 9th day of November, 2009.

2010 CENSUS
Mr. Carl Kotz of the Bureau of the Census advised that an accurate census count could result in $10,000 to $12,000 in Federal funds per person.

The Census Bureau is now taking applications for some 1,000 to 1,500 additional workers.  Starting salary is $9 per hour with $.55 mileage.  There will be meetings at the Mary Willis Library on November 14 at 11 AM, November 17 at 2 PM and November 19 at 10 AM.  

Mr. Kotz represents the Athens region which covers some 14 counties in Georgia.

POLICE DEPARTMENT REPORT

Police Chief Mike Davis presented the monthly report and advised that the two new officers have completed field training.  The Toys for Tots program is well underway for this Christmas season.

Council member Cullars reported an issue with loud music coming from an establishment on the square.

MENTAL HEALTH BOARD MEETING

Mrs. Linda Echols of the Region 2 Mental Health Board advised of the Board meeting on November 10, 2009, 5 to 6:30 PM at the Mary Willis Library.

COUNCIL REPORTS

EATON:  Council member Eaton advised of the DDA meeting to be held on November 19, 2009, 8:30 AM at Farmers State Bank.  Eaton also reminded those present of the Candlelight Shopping and Santa Claus on the square on November 24, 2009, 6 to 9 PM.

MAHONEY:  Council member Mahoney reported problems with the sound system at the Pope Conference Center and of other housekeeping issues at the Pope Center.

CITY ADMINISTRATOR’S UPDATES

City Administrator Eskew reminded council of the retreat on November 13, 2009, beginning at 9 AM in the Council Chambers.

ADJOURNMENT:  On motion by Eaton, second by Cullars, council approved adjournment at 6:28 PM.

                                                   _______________________________________MAYOR

                                                   _______________________________________CLERK 
