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The Mayor and City Council of the City of Washington, Georgia, held their regular monthly meeting on Monday, November 9, 2015, beginning at 6 PM at the Edward Pope Conference Center.  Mayor Ames Barnett presided.

Present were Mayor Barnett and council members Armour, Armour, Cullars, Rainey and Scarborough.  Council member Tutt was not present.  Also present were City Administrator Bailey, City Clerk Danner and City Attorney Fleming.

Visitors present are listed in the minutes of the work session held on November 9, 2015.

City Attorney Fleming opened the meeting in prayer followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.

MINUTES APPROVED:  On motion by Scarborough, second by R. Armour, council approved 5 to 0 the minutes of the work session and regular meeting held on October 12, 2015, noting a correction to the minutes of the regular meeting concerning reprimands issued by the City Administrator, and the minutes of a public hearing held on October 23, 2015.

MEETING AGENDA:  On motion by T. Armour, second by R. Armour, council approved 5 to 0 the meeting agenda deleting the appointment to the Housing Authority.

MAYOR’S COMMENTS:  Mayor Barnett invited everyone to the Community Christmas Tree lighting on the square at 6 PM on November 24, 2015.  Local school children have been asked to make ornaments to decorate the tree.  This event will kick off the annual Candlelight shopping on the square.

Mayor Barnett also advised that Wilkes Ministers United will be offering free gift wrapping and hot chocolate in the former Master’s Wildlife location.

Mayor Barnett commended City Administrator Bailey for implementation of the Wright Express Credit card system for gas purchases by city departments which have resulted in saving some $20,000 this year.

BEER & WINE LICENSE – CITGO FOOD MART:  City Clerk Danner asked for approval of an application for a Beer and Wine package license for Citgo Food Mart for 2016, to be located at 117 East Robert Toombs Avenue.  License will be issued to AKKS Investment LLC; Ashutosh Paregi, President.  All principals have had a clear criminal history run on them by the Sheriff’s Office.  On motion by Cullars, second by Rainey, council approved license 5 to 0.

Danner also reminded council of the scheduled Public Hearing to officially set the 2015 tax millage rate on November 20, 2015, at 1:30 PM in the council chambers of City Hall.

COUNCIL COMMENTS ON CITY BUSINESS:
RAINEY:  Council member Rainey asked the status of the water rate study and was advised that it is ongoing.  ECG has sought more information from the city as late as last week.

Rainey also asked about a Pope Center Committee meeting.  The committee meeting has been scheduled for Friday, November 13, 2015.

ARMOUR:  Council member T. Armour commented on the recent Purple Heart ceremony and stated that it was one of the most meaningful events that he had ever attended.  Armour commended those who worked hard to make the event so successful.

CITY ADMINISTRATOR REPORTS:
City Administrator Bailey asked for council approval to solicit bids for sale of city property located adjacent to 402 Whitehall Street.  Bids will come back to council for final approval at the December regular meeting of council.  On motion by T. Armour, second by Scarborough, council approved 5 to 0 to advertise for sealed bids for sale of city owned property.

RESOLUTION – ECG VOTING DELEGATES:  	City Administrator Bailey requested council approval of a resolution naming the Mayor and City Administrator as voting delegate and alternate for ECG matters.  On motion by Scarborough, second by R. Armour, council approved resolution 5 to 0.  Resolution follows:
BE IT RESOLVED by the City of Washington (the “Participant”) that the following individuals are hereby appointed to serve as this Participant’s primary and alternate voting delegates for the annual Electric Cities of Georgia, Inc. Board of Director’s election, with authority to cast all votes to which this Participant is entitled.
	Primary – Mayor
	Alternate – City Administrator
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that all resolutions and ordinances, in actual conflict herewith be and the same shall thereupon stand superseded, repealed and terminated, respectively.

USE OF SQUARE – NOVEMBER 11, 2015:  City Administrator Bailey requested council approval for use of the square on November 11, 2015, beginning at 11 AM for a Veteran’s Day event.  On motion by T. Armour, second by Cullars, council approved request 5 to 0.

JOB DESCRIPTION – TREE TRIMMER:  City Administrator Bailey requested council approval of a job description for a tree trimmer as submitted in council packets.  This job description will become a part of the City’s personnel job descriptions.  On motion by R. Armour, second by Scarborough, council approved job description 5 to 0.

ADJOURNMENT:  On motion by R. Armour, second by Scarborough, council approved 5 to 0 adjournment at 6:11 PM.
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