REGULAR MEETING

NOVEMBER 12, 2007

The Mayor and City Council of the City of Washington, Georgia, held their regular monthly meeting on Monday; November 12, 2007, at 6 PM  in the Edward B. Pope Center.  Mayor W.E. Burns presided.

Present were:  Mayor Burns, council members Cullars, Eaton, Hardy, Mahoney and Pope.  Also present were City Administrator Eskew, City Clerk Danner, City Attorney representative Steve Brown and City Police Lt. Benny Johnson.  Council member Avery was out of town.
Visitors present included Clara Sutton, Linda G. Echols, Kenneth Echols, Cindy R. Bounds, Angie McBride, Albert Rucker, Charles Jackson, Ronnie Futch, Norris Ware, Charles A. Welch, John R. Scott, Darius Jenkins, Booker Jackson, Rachel Jackson, Mae Stephens, Archecia Ann Cullars, Blake Thompson, Robert Geiger, Carol Cartledge, M.V. Booker, Fred Gartrell, Emma Jones, Lutisa King, Andrew Jackson, Ashley Barnett, Ames Barnett, Mandy Prior, Christian Lentz, Bill Steed, Demetrice Porter, Meiko Mays, Della Evans, Kim Evans, Francine Doughty, Fulani Doughty, Daria Jenkins, Yoshe Jenkins, William Bishop, Stephanie Walton, Annie R. Wilkinson, Pamela Harris, Billy Gartrell, Terri L. Thigpen, Brianna Lane, Marion Cullars, Bobbie Canady, Peggy Anderson, David Jenkins, Dana Kibbey, Donna Hardy, Mark Waters III, Susan H. Pope, Sparky Newsome and Kip Burke of the News Reporter.

Rev. Porter opened the meeting in prayer followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.

MINUTES APPROVED
On motion by Eaton, second by Hardy, council approved 5 to 0 the minutes of the Public Hearing held October 8, 2007, the Public Hearing and Meeting held October 8, 2007, and the minutes of the Regular meeting held October 8, 2007.

MAIN STREET UPDATE – DAVID JENKINS

David Jenkins updated council of the progress of the School Street Cemetery project, the Kettle Creek Battlefield grant work and the Brownfields grant.

Council member Mahoney requested that Mr. Jenkins provide a listing to council by the December meeting of grants applied for and grants awarded. 

TOURISM UPDATE – ASHLEY BARNETT

Mrs. Barnett updated council on recent events in Washington:  the Ann Rule book signing at the Mary Willis Library and the grand opening of the Down Under the Fitzpatrick Restaurant in the Fitzpatrick Hotel.  Mrs. Barnett advised that she would be busy this week with the Clark’s Hill Lake hosting of the American Bass Anglers tournament.

Mrs. Barnett encouraged all present to participate in the Downtown Candlelight shopping to be held November 20 and again on December 4, 2007, from 6 until 9 PM.
CHAMBER OF COMMERCE UPDATE – DONNA HARDY
Mrs. Hardy advised council of the annual Chamber Banquet to be held on November 29, 2007 at the Pope Center and a Legislative Breakfast on December 4, 2007 at the Shiloh Mission Center.
POLICE DEPARTMENT REPORT
Police Lt. Benny Johnson presented the monthly report for the department and advised that there were some 436 emergency response calls for the month.

Council member Cullars requested that the police department provide reasons why the Sheriff’s Department is making so many stops within the city limits.

LINDA ECHOLS – CSRA AGENCY ON AGING

Mrs. Echols, on behalf of the CSRA Agency on Aging, issued invitations to council to attend the Agency’s Christmas luncheon.

Mrs. Echols was advised that plans are being developed for a sidewalk to connect to the nearest crosswalk in Ashford Court apartment area.

COUNCIL REPORTS:

EATON:  Council member Eaton advised that there will be no December meeting of the DDA and further reminded everyone of the Candlelight shopping on November 20 and December 4, 2007.

MAHONEY:  Council member Mahoney requested information on the amount of CDBG grant monies that will be applied for during 2008; the status of video-conferencing at the Pope Center; the status of the Pope Center audit; and, the status of the electronic sign for the Pope Center.
Mahoney further requested that council be advised of all contracts for professional services in a timely manner.

POPE:  Council member Pope requested that once work is completed at the School Street Cemetery, that the Parks and Recreation Department begin needed repairs and clean-up of the adjacent basketball courts.

CULLARS:  Council member Cullars reported a need for street lighting along Jackson Street.  Council member Cullars further advised that council is still waiting for a response from Comcast Cable concerning televising of the council meetings.
Cullars expressed his opinion of a recent News Reporter article concerning his escorting voters to the polls.

Cullars also expressed his opinion that the city should no longer do business with the “sign guy” or with persons of his statue.

CITY ADMINISTRATOR UPDATES:

City Administrator Eskew advised council that included in their meeting packets was a proposed Enterprise Zone ordinance which should be studied and council should be prepared to act on in the December meeting.
WATER USE RESTRICTIONS ORDINANCE

City Administrator Eskew requested that council approve a proposed Water Use Restrictions ordinance which will be followed during declared drought emergency level 4.

On motion by Eaton, second by Cullars, council approved 5 to 0 the Water Use Restriction ordinance as follows:

ORDINANCE TO ESTABLISH WATER USE RESTRICTIONS

Section 1:  Purpose and Intent.

(a) The purpose of this ordinance is to establish the policy for and enforcement of outdoor water use in compliance with the laws and regulations imposed by the State of Georgia on outdoor water use during emergency conditions.

(b) The City of Washington hereby establishes that the provisions found in this ordinance shall be in effect when competent authority declares a drought emergency after a Georgia Environmental Protection Division (“EPD”) declaration of drought response level four (4). 

Section 2:  Definitions.

Environmental Protection Division (“EPD”) means an organizational unit of the State of Georgia Department of Natural Resources (“DNR”), which has responsibility for administration of the State of Georgia’s Rules for Outdoor Water Use (Ga.Comp.R.&Regs. Chapter 391-3-30) promulgated by the State of Georgia Board of Natural Resources.
“Owner” means a person who owns real property or the person’s employee or agent.

“Tenant” means any person other than the owner who has possession or the right of possession of real property.

Section 3:  Prohibition.

During those periods when a competent authority declares a drought emergency and the EPD declares a drought response level 4, NO OUTDOOR WATER USE IS ALLOWED, other than for activities exempted in Section 4 of this ordinance.

Section 4:  Exemptions.

(1) When a drought emergency has been declared following an EPD declaration of drought response level four (4), the following outdoor water uses are exempt from this rule:

a. Capture and re-use of cooling system condensate or storm water.

b. Re-use of bath or dish water.

c. Irrigation of personal food gardens.

(2) When a drought emergency has been declared following an EPD declaration of drought response level four(4), the following commercial outdoor water uses are exempt from this rule:

a. Professionally certified or licensed landscapers and sports turf landscapers; during installation and thirty (30) days following installation only.  Professional landscapers must be certified or licensed for this exemption to apply.

b. Irrigation contractors; during installation and as needed for proper maintenance and adjustments only.

c. Fruit and vegetable growers.

d. Retail garden centers.

e. Power washing.

f. Construction sites.

g. Producers of food and fiber.

h. Car washes.

i. Other activities essential to daily business.

j. Watering-in of pesticides and herbicides on turf.

Section 5:  Enforcement.

(1) No owner or tenant shall use or allow the use of water in violation of the restrictions contained in this ordinance.

(2) Every police officer, firefighter, and every water and sewer employee shall be authorized and empowered to enforce the provisions of this ordinance.  Such officers are hereby authorized to enter onto property for the purpose of inspection for compliance.  If personal contact is made with the owner or tenant, the officer shall require immediate compliance.

a. A first violation will result in a request for the owner or tenant to comply.

b. Upon a second violation, a written warning citation shall be issued and posted at the property where the violation occurred.

c. Upon a third or subsequent violation, a citation shall be issued requiring an appearance in Municipal Court and shall be punishable by a fine of up to one thousand dollars ($1,000.00).

Adopted this 12th day of November, 2007.

DESIGN FOR RE-HAB OF EXISTING WATER PLANTS
On motion by Eaton, second by Pope, council approved 5 to 0 proceeding with design to re-hab existing water plants to bring them into compliance with state mandates and retain the city’s water withdrawal permits of 2MGD at each plant.

In early 2008, council will begin meetings to discuss and plan funding of the re-habilitation of the water plants.

MAYOR’S UPDATES:

Mayor Burns thanked everyone for their continued support during the recent elections and for the opportunity to serve this community during the next four years.

ADJOURNMENT:  Meeting adjourned at 6:45 PM.

                                                   _____________________________________MAYOR

                                                   _____________________________________CLERK
