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The Mayor and City Council of the City of Washington, Georgia, held their regular monthly meeting on Monday, November 12, 2018, beginning at 3:50 PM at the Edward Pope Conference Center.  Mayor Ames Barnett presided.

Present were Mayor Barnett and council members Armour, Armour, Cullars, Mahoney, Scarborough and Tutt.  Also present were City Administrator Bailey, City Clerk Danner and City Attorney Fleming.

Visitors present are listed in the minutes of the Work Session held on November 12, 2018.

City Attorney Fleming opened the meeting in prayer followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.

MINUTES:  On motion by R. Armour, second by T. Armour, council approved 6 to 0 the minutes of previous meetings as presented.

AGENDA APPROVED:  On motion by Scarborough, second by T. Armour, council approved 6 to 0 the meeting agenda as presented.

MAYOR’S COMMENTS:  Mayor Barnett recognized the veterans present at the meeting and thanked all who served for their service and sacrifices.

Mayor Barnett advised that the proposed budget had been reviewed during the work session and that further work will be done on suggested cuts.  A called meeting will be held for council review of budget before the December adoption.

Mayor Barnett reminded those present of the upcoming Christmas Tree lighting ad candlelight shopping on November 20, 2018, beginning at 6 PM.

TINA HUTCHENSON, DCA:  Ms. Hutchenson presented to Mayor Barnett the Plan First designation which is a three year program and allows the city certain benefits in seeking federal and state grants.

BLAKE THOMPSON:  Blake Thompson advised that applications for the 2018 Toys for Tots program will be accepted through November for children birth to 12 years of age.  Toys will be distributed at the Pope Center on December 21, 2018.  Thompson also reminded those present of the upcoming Christmas Parade of Lights on December 8, 2018.

M.V. BOOKER – HOUSING AUTHORITY:  M.V. Booker, Chair of the Housing Authority Board, presented to council the annual Payment in Lieu of Taxes in the amount of $5299.38.  Booker advised that things are going well with the Housing Authority and that this year they had started an After School Program at Harper Street.  She further advised that Washington Heights rental payments had also doubled and that the Board had adopted new Bylaws.

TEMPORARY POURING LICENSE – KETTLE CREEK BATTLEFIELD ASSOCIATION:  City Clerk Danner presented a request from the Kettle Creek Battlefield Association for a temporary pouring license for their annual banquet to be held on February 8 2019, at the Pope Center.  On motion by R. Armour, second by Scarborough, council approved request 6 to 0.

TOPICS SUBMITTED BY COUNCIL:
MAHONEY:  Council member asked about the timeline for completion of the amphitheater at the Gordon Street School property.  Community Development Manager Marcus Dill responded that JEBCO Services if doing the grading and that the weather has played a big part in the delay.  This amphitheater project is being worked in between two others jobs by JEBCO to save money on equipment costs.

Mahoney also advised council to be conscious about who is appointed to boards and commissions and to be sure that those persons share the city’s vision for future growth.

Mahoney also discussed an issue that happened last month concerning an event held at Ashley Park in conjunction with the Tiger Homecoming game.  Though the Parks & Recreation Department manages the site, the city still owns the property and has liability for the property.  It was pointed out that had the Parks and Recreation Board known about the event there would not have been any issues with the event at all.

CITY ADMINISTRATOR COMMENTS:  City Administrator Bailey advised that work will continue on preparing the 2019 budget, making suggested cuts where possible.  Bailey discussed briefly the new fire station in regards to ISO ratings, recruitment, training and backup for EMA.

EXECUTIVE SESSION:
On motion by Mahoney, second by Scarborough, council approved 6 to 0 to enter into an executive session to receive information from the City Attorney on a legal matter.

On motion by Tutt, second by T. Armour, council approved 6 to 0 to re-convene in open session.

City Attorney gave report that one litigation matter was discussed with no final action taken.

On motion by T. Armour, second by Scarborough, council approved 6 to 0 to have Mayor Barnett sign and executive session affidavit.

ADJOURNMENT:  On motion by Tutt, second by R. Armour, council approved 6 to 0 adjournment at 4:45 PM.
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