[bookmark: _GoBack]REGULAR MEETING
DECEMBER 10, 2018

The Mayor and City Council of the City of Washington, Georgia, held their Regular monthly meeting on Monday, December 10, 2018, beginning at 3:30 PM at the Edward Pope Conference Center.  Mayor Ames Barnett presided.

Present were Mayor Barnett and council members Armour, Armour, Cullars, Mahoney, Scarborough and Tutt.  Also present were City Administrator Bailey, City Clerk Danner and City Attorney Nelson.

Attorney Nelson opened the meeting with prayer followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.

MINUTES APPROVED:  On motion by R. Armour, second by Mahoney, council approved 6 to 0 the minutes of previous meetings as presented.

MEETING AGENDA:  On motion by Tutt, second by Scarborough, council approved 6 to 0 the meeting agenda; removing the executive session and adding a request for MLK Jr. Parade.

MAYOR’S TOPICS:  Mayor Barnett ask for approval on the appointment of Bill DeGolian to the DDA Board to replace Debbie Jackson whose term expires this month.  On motion by Scarborough, second by R. Armour, council voted 3-3-1.  Voting against the motion were council members Cullars, Mahoney and Tutt.  Mayor Barnett voted for the motion, breaking the tie vote.

CHAMBER OF COMMERCE – TEMPORARY POURING LICENSE:  City Clerk Danner reported a request for a Temporary Pouring License from the Chamber of Commerce for their annual banquet to be held on January 26, 2019 at the Pope Conference Center.  On motion by Cullars, second by Mahoney, council approved request 6 to 0.

TOPICS SUBMITTED BY COUNCIL:  

CULLARS:  Council member Cullars made a motion that city council ask the Superior Court of Wilkes County to determine the Mayor’s residency.  A second to the motion was made by council member Tutt.  

Council member Mahoney then asked the city attorney about protocol in this matter.  Attorney Nelson advised that all elected officials must reside in Washington, but that residency is not clear cut.  The process could take anywhere from a couple of months to a couple of years to go through the court.  Mahoney stated that he felt that a citizen should bring this suit and not the city council.

A vote was taken on this matter, with council voting 2-3-1.  Voting against the motion were council members Armour, Armour and Scarborough.  Council member Mahoney abstained.

CITY ADMINISTRATOR UPDATES:
USE OF SQUARE:  City Administrator Bailey asked for council approval for use of the square on February 9, 2019 by the SAR from 8 AM until 12:30 PM noting that this event will not close the square.  On motion by Tutt, second by Mahoney, council approved request 6 to 0

GIFT OF LAND (DENARD):  City Administrator Bailey reported a possible land gift of some 10 acres in the Lincoln Circle area currently owned by David and Debra Denard with a tax digest value of $17,916.  It is expected that some two to three homes could be built on this land.

On motion by Mahoney, second by R. Armour, council approved gift 5 to 1.  Council member Cullars abstained, citing his job in the Lincoln and Meredith Circle housing projects.

2019 CITY BUDGET:  City Administrator Bailey asked for council approval of the 2019 budget in the total amount of $21,940,135.  Depreciation will be funded at $67,115.00 after adding back in the 6% cut from Parks and Recreation Department.

On motion by R. Armour, second by Scarborough, council approved budget 3-3-1. Voting against the motion were council members Cullars, Mahoney and Tutt.  Mayor Barnett voted for the motion, breaking the tie vote.

MLK JR. PARADE:  City Administrator Bailey requested approval of the MLK Jr. Parade to be held on January 21, 2019, beginning at Noon on Whitehall Street.  On motion by T Armour, second by Mahoney, council approved request 6 to 0.
City Administrator Bailey reminded everyone of the upcoming Christmas Parade of Lights on Sunday, December 16, 2018, beginning at 6 PM.

ADJOURNMENT:  On motion by T. Armour, second by R. Armour, council approved 6 to 0 meeting adjournment at 3:59 PM.
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