




























WORK SESSION
MAY 12, 2014

The Mayor and City Council held their regular monthly Work Session on  Monday, May 12, 2014, beginning at 5 PM at the Pope Conference Center.  Mayor Ames Barnett presided.

Present were:  Mayor Barnett, council members T. Armour, R. Armour, Cullars and Scarborough.  Council members Rainey and Tutt were not present.  Also present were City Administrator Crawford, City Clerk Danner, City Attorney Fleming and City Financial Coordinator Bailey.

Visitors present were:  Barbara Ricciuti, Joseph Willis, Charles Wagner, Lyndon Amis, Judy Anderson, Robbie Ross, Betty Slaton, Carol Cartledge, Barbara Bacon, Ashley Barnett, Annie R. Wilkinson, Norris Ware, Betty Hamilton, John Scott, Terry Diggs, Michele Hamlin, Rachel Moreland, Hattie Callaway, Elaine Roberson, Janette Thomas, James Thomas, Sim Dill, Jr., Clara Sutton, Rosemary Hopkins, Billy Hopkins, Shameco Tutt, Cathy Armour, Richard Crabbe and Kip Burke of the News Reporter.

CITY ADMINISTRATOR:  Administrator Crawford reported that after some research into water/sewer usage by Wills Memorial Hospital he would recommend some 25% reduction in water/sewer rates which will result in revenue neutral billing.  This will save the hospital some $4400 yearly.

Crawford also discussed with council some OMI chemical charges for 2013 totaling some $63,000 which is owed by the city, but was not budgeted.  Some of this amount is due to upgrades at the two water treatment plants.

Crawford also distributed to council information on the 2014 budget.  The city is operating within budget for the first quarter of 2014.

Crawford gave council a copy of City Ordinance 62.29 (c) concerning limb pickup and removal.  This information needs to be published in the News Reporter for citizen information.

Crawford advised of an oak tree on the square that is dead and has been recommended for removal.  

CITY CLERK:   City Clerk Danner advised council of some billing for July-December 2012 and January – December 2013 received from Serenity Behavioral Health for transportation expense contribution for developmentally delayed adults.  This item is not budgeted for 2013 and 2014, nor is it through a contract agreement.  Council agreed to honor the commitment to this program.

CULLARS:  Council member Cullars asked that proposed concrete work at the Fire Department be put on hold until bids from minorities are received.

Cullars asked questions about 2013 budget adjustments—specifically advertising monies.  Details on budget adjustments were sent to each council member on April 15, 2014, by the city clerk.

MAYOR BARNETT:  Mayor Barnett reported on a recent meeting with the URA and Gordon Street School advisory committee.

The group will seek proposals for repair of gym roof.

BARBARA BACON:  Community Development Director Bacon reported that the City had received a $280,500.00 CHIP down payment assistance grant award.  This grant will help some 20 first time home buyers with Downpayment assistance.  Grant requires no city match.

Bacon also advised that council would approve a resolution to adopt policies and procedures for the CHIP grant.

CITY ADMINISTRATOR:  Administration Crawford advised that the Georgia Forestry recommendations for city timber cutting were included in council packets.

Crawford also advised of an emergency HVAC purchase for DFACS in the amount of $3642.50.

ADJOURNMENT:  Meeting adjourned at 5:40 PM.

                                                                                         ____________________________________MAYOR

                                                                                         ___________________________________CLERK
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