


















































[bookmark: _GoBack]WORK SESSION
JANUARY 14, 2013

The Mayor and City Council of the Washington City Council held their regular monthly work session prior to the regular meeting of council on Monday, January 14, 2013, beginning at 5 PM at the Edward Pope Conference Center.  Mayor Ames Barnett presided.

Present were:  Mayor Barnett, council members Armour, Cullars, Harris, Rainey and Scarborough.  Council member Tutt was not present.  Also present were City Administrator Eskew, City Clerk Danner, City Attorney Fleming, City Police Chief Glenn and Economic Development Director David Jenkins.

Visitors included:  Joseph Willis, Chet Martin, Ashley Barnett, Barbara Bacon, Cindy Bounds, Charles Wagner, Norris Ware, Ann Tanner, Patsy Winn, Sue Davidson, Paul Warfel, Betty Hamilton, Clara Sutton, Hilda Wright, Annie R. Wilkinson, Hattie Callaway, Shirley Gunter, Kevin Madden, Sarah Davis, Archecia Cullars, Sparky Newsome, Newton Gunter, Pam Gunter, Carrington Tutt, Nancy Booker,  Shameco Tutt, Edward Anderson, Sim Dill, Jr., Barbara Burns, M.V. Booker, Malinda Mills, Carrie Locklear, Police Officers Scott Cutler and Jason McCalla and Kip Burke of the News Reporter.

Economic Development Director David Jenkins gave an update of ongoing projects:  1) SWWURP public hearings are planned for February and March with some hearings to be held on weekends; 2) an RFP for asbestos abatement at the Gordon Street school location has gone out; 3) a Public Hearing on an EIP is scheduled for January 28, 2013, Noon in the Council Chambers of City Hall; 4) the CHIP 08 is some 98% complete; 5) GICH events scheduled for February 27 & 28; 6) discussion of a proposed 501C3 – Hands on Washington; 7) Barbara Bacon will be a featured speaker at the upcoming Mayor’s Day program; 8) distributed an updated square events worksheet; 9) discussed updates and cost of recent remodel of the Pope Center kitchen; 10) report on Lazarus Casket; and, 11) update on status of current home owners in Rusher Street development.

ARMOUR:  Council member Armour asked that council consider modifying the current Ethics Ordinance by separating decorum and the mechanism for enforcement from the current ordinance.  After discussion, staff will seek a model from GMA and will present at the February meeting of council.

RAINEY:  Council member Rainey asked that all city functions be more transparent and specifically identified the Casteel office building as an instance in which she did not have all the facts on the project.

Rainey advised that separating decorum from the current ordinance, if preventing attacks by citizens, would be something that council should consider.

Rainey referenced a recent article that appeared in the News Reporter, and asked where the savings mentioned in the article went.  Rainey was advised that any savings from 2012 budget re-negotiations lessened the requirement for use of fund balance.

Rainey requested that council consider reducing the spending limit from $5000 to $1500 unless it is an emergency situation.

CITY ADMINISTRATOR:  City Administrator Eskew reminded council of a meeting scheduled for Friday, January 18, 2013, 9 AM in the Council Chambers of City Hall to meet with Ric Baxter of Appalachian Mountain Services about property tax collections.

City Administrator Eskew also advised of a request from the Town of Tignall for donation of tables and chairs from the old high school property.  It was noted that these items may already be included in the auction company’s list of things to be auctioned.

CULLARS:  Council member Cullars asked about the status of the wrecker service policy and was advised that the Police Committee still needs to address the proposed policy.
Cullars further asked about the proposed amendment to the existing travel policy.

ADJOURNMENT:  Work session adjourned at 5:55 PM.
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