











[bookmark: _GoBack]WORK SESSION
FEBRUARY 8, 2016

The Mayor and City Council of the City of Washington, Georgia, held their regular monthly work session beginning at 5:30 PM at the Pope Conference Center.  Mayor Ames Barnett presided.

Present were:  Mayor Barnett and council members Armour, Armour, Mahoney, Rainey, Scarborough and Tutt.  Also present were City Administrator Bailey, City Clerk Danner and Attorney Adam Nelson of Fleming & Nelson.

Visitors included:   Charles Jackson, Richard Crabbe, M.V. Booker, Loretta Fanning, Judy Anderson, Blake Thompson, Norris Ware, Ricky Fanning, Gladys Reese, Debbie Anderson, Marcus Dill, Hilda Wright, Pam Gunter, Newton Gunter, Annie R. Wilkinson, Brenda Mitchell, Malinda Mills, Sim Dill, Sr., and Kip Burke of the News Reporter.

Mayor Barnett advised that he would seek approval during the regular meeting for the re-appointment of Nancy Farris to the Historical Preservation Commission; Margaret Norris to the Mary Willis Library Board; Ed Pope III to the PDA; and, John Keen to the URA.

City Administrator Bailey advised that she would seek approval of two different GA DNR Resolutions to support the grant application for grants to the Kettle Creek Battlefield Association and the North Alexander School Association.  If grants are approved the city will act as a pass-through for funds only.

Bailey will seek approval for upcoming use of square dates and street closures for July 3, 2016 Fireworks, March 31 through April 6 from the intersection of Robert Toombs Avenue and Spring Street to the alley way behind Bee Southern and Poss Hardware; this section will be closed from 7 AM to 5 PM daily; September 10, 2016 for the Memory Lane Cruisers.

Bailey will seek approval to contract for engineering services for development of plans to re-build the existing Fire Station.  At this point, it will be cheaper to tear down the existing living quarters and re-build.

City Attorney Nelson reviewed proposed changes to the Code of Ordinances Chapter 42-33 relating to consecutive terms in office.  

Council member Rainey asked about the condition of the School Street park area.  It was noted that the park area has already been cleared of broken glass and debris; and that the courts, goals and asphalt will be included in a plan to upgrade the area.  Signage will also be installed that gives park hours, so that the Sheriff’s Department may better patrol the area.  It was asked that more monies be included in the 2017 budget for upgrade/upkeep of the park.

Rainey asked about final 2015 budget figures and was advised that auditors will begin working on the 2015 audit in March and be law must be submitted to the state for approval by June 30, 2016.  Rainey asked that a forensic audit be conducted.

Rainey also stated that she thought that customers who had both past due amount and current bills should not have service interruption as long as the current bill was paid in full each month.

Council member Scarborough discussed the URA Bylaws as presented at the January 2016 meeting of council.  Scarborough requested that council consider eliminating Article V of these Bylaws.  City Attorney will research is matter further.

Work session adjourned at 6:06 PM.
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