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The Mayor and City Council of the City of Washington, Georgia, conducted a work session beginning at 5 PM on Monday, February 13, 2012, at the Edward Pope Conference Center immediately prior to the Regular meeting of Council.  Mayor Ames M. Barnett presided.
Present were:  Mayor Barnett, council members Armour, Cullars, Harris, Rainey, Scarborough and Tutt.  Also present were City Administrator Eskew, City Clerk Danner, City Attorney Fleming and Chief Glenn.
Visitors present included:  Ashley Barnett, Annie R. Wilkinson, Carrington Tutt, Markia Booker, Eddie Finnell, Edward Franklin, Phyllis Scarborough, Rachel Jackson, Booker Jackson, Lawrence Stokes, Roxanne Cobb, Earl Sims, Jr., Rachel Moreland, Christine Acree, Kay Finnell, Judy Anderson, Bettye Armour, Betty Slaton, Carol Cartledge, Archie Acree, Hattie Callaway, Kelly Wilson, Greg Fanning, John Scott, Charles Wagner, Betsy Wagner, Ann Tanner, Patsy Winn, Jane Owen, Tom Owen, Jim Barry, Claudia Jones, Dick Jones, Patricia Young, Miata Williams, Charles Jackson, Jannette Thomas, Susan H. Pope, Edward Pope, Jr., Barbara Bacon, David Jenkins, Daria Jenkins, Darius Jenkins, Rosemary Hopkins, Sarah Davis, Terry Thornton, Mary Burt, Ruth Rogers, Archecia A. Cullars, Barbara Burns, Lawrence Burton, Dave Olmstead, Michael Horgan, Ed Anderson, Kathryn Anderson, Mildred Hudson, James Thomas, Joseph Willis, Camille Harris, Jeremy Melton, Linda Anderson, Blake Thompson, Bruce Bailey and Kip Burke of the News Reporter.
Mayor Barnett started the work session by stating that all meetings of council will be conducted in a professional and business-like manner.
Mayor Barnett referenced the council committee assignments and urged council members to make contact with the departments to which they have been assigned on a regular basis and not only at scheduled committee meetings and budget process meetings.
Mayor Barnett advised council members of a Citizens Review Panel which he has selected to study the operations of the city and when possible to make recommendations to council on ways to operate the city government in a more efficient manner.  Mayor Barnett stressed that this panel is made up of volunteers with no directing authority or voting privileges.
Council members voiced many concern with the appointed review panel:  a) council members are elected to do just this; b) if citizens are so concerned why weren’t they looking into issues previously; c) concerns with members of panel not being city residents or registered voters of the city; d) authority of the mayor to appoint panel is a “grey” area, and; e) should the panel have specific guidelines approved by council.
Mayor Barnett also advised of his intention to recommend for approval during the regular meeting, the appointment of Mike Scarborough to replace Pam Eaton on the Downtown Development Authority and to replace Ed Pope, Jr. on the Recreation Board.
Council member Tutt announced that there will be a ribbon cutting ceremony for a new business located at 154D Whitehall Street owned and operated by Vernon Anthony known as Upscale Community Center.  The event will take place on Friday, February 17, 2012.
Council member Cullars voiced concern with the proposed redistricting map.  Cullars was advised that after each census, current district lines need to be re-evaluated.  A meeting with the Re-districting office in Atlanta will be scheduled so that council members may attend the meeting.
Council member Cullars also requested that the city look into holding its own elections.  Cullars cited several issues concerning the way voters were treated at the polls.
ADJOURNMENT:  On motion by Armour, second by Tutt, council approved 6 to 0 adjournment of work session at 5:55 PM.
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