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WORK SESSION
MARCH 12, 2012

The Mayor and City Council of the City of Washington, Georgia, held a work session on Monday, March 12, 2012, at 4:30 PM at the Edward Pope Conference Center.  Mayor Ames Barnett presided.
Present were:  Mayor Barnett, council members Armour, Cullars, Harris, Rainey, Scarborough and Tutt.  Also present were City Administrator Eskew, City Clerk Danner and City Attorney Fleming.
Visitors present included:  David Jenkins, Bettye Armour, Judy Anderson, Ashley Barnett, Joseph Willis, Edward Franklin, Rachel Moreland, Hattie Callaway, Annie R. Wilkinson, James Pettus, Kelly Wilson, Charles Wagner, Jenny Clark, Tom Owen, Jane Owen, Billy Hopkins, Rosemary Hopkins, Cindy R. Bounds, Rachel Jackson, Fulani Doughty, Devito Owens, Kay Finnell, Eddie Finnell, Archecia Ann Cullars, Linda Echols, Kenneth Echols, Susan Branan, Dr. W.C. Branan, Phyllis Scarborough, Peggy Anderson, Sarah Davis, Mary Burt, Ruth Rogers, Debbie Jackson, Clara Sutton, Shameco Tutt, Ed Pope Jr., Susan H. Pope, Shavonne Ware, Maeozie Anthony Marie Tolbert, Blake Thompson, Guerry Amis, Camille Harris, Barbara Ricciuti, Sue Davidson, Patricia Wilder ,Kevin Madden, Barbara Burns, Olivia Jackson, Charles Jackson and Kip Burke of the News Reporter.
MAYOR’S COMMENTS
Mayor Barnett advised that council members Cullars and Rainey had visited the Re-Districting Office in Atlanta and a proposed new map would be presented later at a Public Meeting.
Mayor Barnett advised that the Citizens Review Panel had met with city staff to review the current budget.   Council discussed the city’s current bond rating (“A”) and discussed current debt of the Water, Sewer and Pope Center.
COUNCIL MEMBER COMMENTS
ARMOUR:  Council member Armour stated that he felt, after having attended several meetings, that members of council had “hidden agendas”.  It is his desire that members of council remove hidden agendas, work together as a council with a focus on getting jobs for citizens.
RAINEY:  Council member Rainey discussed several items:  1) Budget review by Panel; 2) Housing Authority; 3) city’s holding of elections; 4) outstanding utility bills –residential/commercial; 5) council table as budgeted item; and, 6) green initiatives for getting council meeting information.
CITY ADMINISTRATOR UPDATES:
City Administrator Eskew advised council that the proposed revision to City Ordinance 82-51 had been re-worked and was included in meeting packets.  Revision allows for exceptions only in a M-1 zone with council concurrence.
The information for 2011 Tax millage and billing has been computed at the same mils as the 2010 tax year at 9.141 mils.  This will result in some $6200 less revenue than currently stated in the 2012 budget.
ADJOURNMENT:  Work session adjourned at 5:30 PM.
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