WORK SESSION
MARCH 14, 2016

The Mayor and City Council of the City of Washington, Georgia, held their regular monthly work session on Monday, March 14, 2016, beginning at 5:30 PM at the Pope Conference Center.  Mayor Ames Barnett presided.

Present were Mayor Barnett and council members Armour, Armour, Mahoney, Rainey and Scarborough.  Council member Tutt was not present.  Also present were City Administrator Bailey, City Clerk Danner and City Attorney Adam Nelson.

Visitors included: Charles Wagner, Katie Dean, Marty Boyd, Norris Ware, Marcus Dill, Betty Hamilton, Hattie Callaway, Sue Richards, Leon Fields, C.J. Gilland, Clara Sutton, Janelle Ashmore, Roxeann Cobb, Ray Owens, Newton Gunter, Pam Gunter, Sim Dill, Ashley Barnett, Vonta Cobb, Loretta Fanning, Blake Thompson, M.V. Booker, Nathaniel Cullars, Kendra Dill, Richard Crabbe and Kip Burke of the News Reporter.

Mayor Barnett reviewed with council his appointments to boards, authorities and commissions for council approval during the regular meeting.

Marty Boyd and Katie Dean, Engineers with Carter and Sloope, reviewed with council design development for the 2015 CDBG sewer system improvement project for the Old Skull Shoals Road area.  Because this project is anticipated to come in over the grant award amount, it is recommended that the project be divided into three separate CDBG grant applications for 2015, 2016 and 2017.  The city’s payment of engineering fees can be used as leverage, but there still remains some $95,000 in shortfall.  There was some discussion on perhaps being able to use some TSPLOST funds for street and sidewalk issues.

City Administrator Bailey advised those present of a scam demanding payment of utilities using the Georgia Power company name.  The Sheriff’s Department is aware of these callers and the phone number given has been listed as a “Scam” number.

Bailey presented an Administrative Vehicle Use policy, which was included in council meeting packets.  After some discussion, council concurred in selling the 2016 Ford Explorer to the county for use by the Sheriff’s Department.

Bailey also presented to council the engineering study on the speed limits on North Alexander Avenue.  Current posted speed on North Alexander Avenue is 35.  It is recommended that this speed limit be reduced to 30 mph.

Bailey reviewed with council a CDBG Grant application resolution for 2016 funds.

Bailey reviewed with council a GMA Resolution authorizing the financing for lease/purchase of city vehicles:  2016 Kenworth Knuckle Boom; 2-2016 Ford F150s; 1 2016 Ford F250; and 1 2016 Mack Garbage Truck.  Total financed to be some $344,614.00.

ADJOURNMENT:  Work Session adjourned at 6:02 PM.
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