WORK SESSION
APRIL 8, 2013

The Mayor and City Council of the City of Washington, Georgia, held their regular monthly work session on Monday, April 8, 2013, beginning at 5 PM in the Edward Pope Conference Center.  Mayor Ames Barnett presided.

Present were:  Mayor Barnett, council members Armour, Cullars, Harris, Rainey and Scarborough.  Council member Tutt joined the meeting at 5:45 PM.  Also present were City Administrator Eskew, City Clerk Danner, City Attorney Fleming and City Police Chief Glenn.

Visitors present were:  Judy Anderson, Joseph Willis, Barbara Bacon, Cindy Bounds, Norris Ware, Linda Echols, Kenneth Echols, Shameco Tutt, Jasmine Turner, Sue Davidson, Rachel Jackson, Annie R. Wilkinson, James Pritchard, Lyndon Amis, Doeesa Gresham, Mary A. Harris, Sim Dill, Jr., M.V. Booker, Charles Wagner and Kip Burke of the News Reporter.

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT:  David Jenkins advised council of a GICH meeting on April 27 from noon until 2 PM at the Mary Willis Library to be followed by a Credit Counseling Workshop at 3 PM.  Barbara Bacon will be the facilitator for these meetings.  Mrs. Bacon will also be teaching a class at UGA on April 12, 2013.  Jenkins further advised that officials from Winder are planning a trip to Washington on April 29 to see some of the progress made through the SWWURP.

Jenkins advised that the Pope Center is being booked for spring and summer events such as class and family reunions.

Jenkins advised that two downtown square activities will be presented during the regular meeting for approval:  September 14 – Fall Cruise In and the December 14 – Christmas Parade of Lights.  

Jenkins announced that all DDA members have completed the State required training.  Jenkins also advised that the Anderson Service Station property has been cleaned and the URA is actively seeking a buyer for the property.

CITY ATTORNEY REPORT:  City Attorney Fleming advised that the change requested at the March meeting of council concerning the handling of decorum issues was included in the meeting packets received by council members for approval during the April regular meeting of council.

COUNCIL ITEMS:
CULLARS:  Council member Cullars pointed out that the City Charter states that the Mayor will seek input and concurrence of council on appointments to boards, commissions and authorities.  City Attorney Fleming pointed out that appointments to the Housing Authority is governed by state law-superseding the City Charter.

Cullars stated that many boards, commissions and authorities have had the same people serving on them for many years and suggested that the Mayor attend the meetings of these boards, commissions and authorities to make sure that the people appointed to serve are actually involved in the work of the committees.

Cullars asked the status of having credit card payments received at City Hall.  City Administrator Eskew will have information for council at the May meeting.

Cullars asked Mayor Barnett if his company, Barnett Southern, put in a bid on the new Foxwood development.  Mayor Barnett advised that a bid was submitted to the developer.

CITY ADMINISTRATOR ESKEW:  City Administrator Eskew advised that the city will seek to establish an R-3-C55 zone to protect the senior development after the 15 year tax credits have expired.  This zoning issue has the support of Foxwood developers.  There have been several meetings with developers concerning ingress/egress onto city streets, water and sewer standards, sidewalks on Simpson Street, storm water control on Allison and Simpson Street, using Pope Street as an emergency entrance only and re-paving of Simpson Street.  The developers will make a $10,000 improvement to the Liberty Street Park.

Council member Rainey asked if the developers would consider donations to Booker Park also.

City Administrator Eskew presented the wrecker service policy which does not include a fee schedule, but pointed out that abuse of citizens could result in removal from the wrecker service list.  Council requested a change to page 3 – wrecker services could be added during the year but must renew each January and on page 4 delete section 6.

City Administrator Eskew advised the he would seek council approval of a resolution to extend the current Redevelopment Plan an additional five years.  This would incur no costs to the city.

City Administrator Eskew advised that he would seek approval of 2012 Budget Adjustments.  Council received detailed information on adjustments in their meeting packets and these adjustments were discussed during development of the 2013 budget.

City Administrator Eskew advised that he would seek approval of a GEFA Resolution approving the additional $400,000 to be added to the loan for the water line replacement from Skull Shoals to Lexington Road.

Work Session adjourned at 5: 50 PM
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