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The Mayor and City Council of the City of Washington, Georgia, held their regular monthly Work Session, on Monday, May 8, 2017, beginning at 5:30 PM at the Edward Pope Conference Center.  Mayor Ames Barnett presided.

Present were Mayor Barnett and Council members Armour, Armour, Mahoney, Rainey and Scarborough.  Council member Tutt was not present.  Also present were City Administrator Bailey, City Clerk Danner and City Attorney Fleming.

Visitors present were:  Carrie Gresham, Judy Anderson, Geraldine Dill, Loretta Fanning, Newton Gunter, Marcus Dill, Kendra Dill, Roxeann Cobb, Annie R. Wilkinson, Clara Sutton, Sim Dill, Jr., Richard Crabbe and Sparky Newsome of the News Reporter.

Mayor Barnett advised that the July meeting of council will again be the same time as the annual MEAG meeting and requested that council consider cancelling the work session and regular meeting in July and if needed handle business through a called meeting.

City Administrator Bailey advised council of a request for use of the square on July 27 for the W-W Tiger Ironman Lift-a-thon.  

Bailey also reviewed with council a ten year projection of our standing with MEAG for years 2017-2027.  The city may see small increases in electric rates but not significant increases due in part to the contract that the city entered into to sell the city’s share of the Plant Vogtle expansion first 20 years of debt.

Bailey also requested that council consider approving a resolution adopting the 2014 CHIP Home policies that will need to be submitted to DCA.

Bailey also discussed with council the timeline for 2017 CDBG schedule for the redevelopment of the Gordon Street school property.  It was clarified that this pertains to the back wing portion of the property.  The front (office wing) was deeded to the URA.

City Attorney Fleming advised that his office is reviewing proposed changes to the Sign Ordinance and working with the committee on these changes.  The revised ordinance will be presented to council at a future meeting.

Mayor Barnett advised that there had been a meeting with the contractor at the Fire Station and City shop locations.  There are some utilities that will need to be relocated at the current fire station before construction can begin.

Barnett also advised that the downtown square fountain has been purchased by the DDA and should be installed in late May or early June.  The fountain can be removed to allow for the annual Christmas tree.

Work Session adjourned at 5:42 PM.
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