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The Mayor and City Council of the City of Washington, Georgia, held their regular monthly work session on Monday, August 8, 2016, beginning at 5:30 PM at the Edward Pope Conference Center.  Mayor Ames Barnett presided.

Present were:  Mayor Barnett, Council members Armour, Armour, Mahoney, Rainey, Scarborough and Tutt.  Also present were City Administrator Sherri Bailey, City Clerk Danner and City Attorney Fleming.

Visitors included Clay Pilgrim of Rushton & Company, Charles Wagner, Newton Gunter, Emmanuel Acree, Charles Jackson, Robbie Hardigree, Jack Heard, Annie R. Wilkinson, Loretta Fanning, Carrie Lokey, Sue Richards, Hilda Wright, M.V. Booker, Clara Sutton and Sparky Newsome of the News Reporter.

Clay Pilgrim of the city audit firm Rushton & Company presented the 2015 annual audit report to council.  Mr. Pilgrim advised that there was a “clean” audit with no significant findings.  Mr. Pilgrim explained how GASB 68 impacted the 2015 audit report.  At the end of 2015, the city’s net standing increased by some $1.2 million.

Mayor Barnett advised that he would seek approval in the regular meeting for the appointment of Mark Ward to the URA.  Barnett also advised that the terms of some Housing Authority members would be adjusted to meet state guidelines—Robert Williams, Anne Stewart, Charlie Wagner and M.V. Booker.

City Administrator Bailey presented to council several items that she would address at the regular meeting:  1) approval of a Letter of Agreement with the CSRA RC to move forward with the application of a grant for the Gordon Street school property; 2) all requested information has been sent to FEMA for review which will take some six to eight weeks; 3) the sanitation department has install some 13 of the 67 new dumpsters—all should be in service by the end of the week; and, 4) will seek council guidance on setting the 2016 tax millage rate.

City Attorney Fleming reviewed with council the proposed change to the city charter by “Homerule” to have all appeals from municipal court go directly to Wilkes County Superior Court.  This change was presented at the June 13, 2016, meeting and will require a second presentation at the August 8, 2016 meeting.

Work Session adjourned at 5:53 PM.
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