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The Mayor and City Council of the City of Washington, Georgia, held a Work Session on Monday, August 14, 2017, beginning at 4:30 PM for council review of proposed Business Incentives and Alcohol Ordinance.  Mayor Ames Barnett presided.

Present were:  Mayor Barnett, council members Armour, Armour, Mahoney, Rainey, Scarborough and Tutt.  Also present were City Administrator Bailey, City Clerk Danner, City Attorney Fleming and Adam Nelson, Main Street Director Elliott, Code Enforcement Officer Jenkins and Building Inspector Toto.

Visitors were Marcus Dill, Kendra Dill……

City Administrator Bailey and Main Street Director Elliott review with council the proposed New Business Incentive Program as outlined for council.  Though these incentives are for new businesses, City Administrator Bailey advised that ECG is working on proposed rate re-structure that may also help existing commercial customers.

After discussion and voiced concerns on the retention of existing commercial customers, council concurred on waiting for completed ECG rate proposals before proceeding with the new business incentives as proposed.

City Attorney Adam Nelson reviewed with council the proposed Alcohol Ordinance, which will replace the existing city alcohol ordinance.  The proposed ordinance addresses several issues; (#17) all outstanding utilities/taxes/fees must be paid, (#23) must have an in county person who is point of contact for license holder, (#60-65) malt beverages – brewery, (#91) brewery sales, (#92) growlers, (#155) violations.  The proposed ordinance also addresses sidewalk café use, Bottle House/BYOB, catering license, relocation of business and special events in the downtown district.

Special fees as referred to in the ordinance will be addressed at the September meeting of council.  If passed by council, all provisions of the proposed ordinance will be effective September 15, 2017.

Meeting adjourned at 5:24 PM.
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