














WORK SESSION
SEPTEMBER 9, 2013

The Mayor and City Council of the City of Washington, Georgia, held their regular monthly work session on Monday, September 9, 2013, beginning at 5 PM at the Pope Conference Center.  Mayor Ames Barnett presided.

Present were:  Mayor Barnett, council members Armour, Cullars, Harris, Rainey and Scarborough.  Council member Tutt was not present.  Also present were City Administrator Eskew, City Clerk Danner and City Attorney Fleming.

Visitors present included:  Charles Wagner, Lyndon Amis, W.E. Burns, Charles Jackson, Barbara Bacon, David Toburen, Judy Anderson, Ashley Barnett, Norris Ware, Jeremy Frasier, Ella Binns, Annie R. Wilkinson, Hattie Callaway, Charlie Gresham, Mary Harris, Doreesa Gresham, Janette Thomas, Rachel Jackson, James Pritchard, Marie Hall, Gwen Davenport, Barbara Burns, Sim Dill, Hilda Wright, Newton Gunter, Pam Gunter, M.V. Booker, Patsy Winn, Ann Tanner, Hannah Mullins, Netitia Strozier, Robbie Hardigree, Mildred Hudson, Wadine Lawson, Brenda Mitchell, Eddie Finnell, Shameco Tutt, Clara Sutton, Rachel Moreland, Joseph Willis, David Jenkins, Richard Crabbe, Police Chief Theodosia Glenn, Police officers Johnson and McCalla, and Kip Burke of the News Reporter.

LYNDON AMIS:  Chamber Director Amis gave council an update concerning a referendum calling for Sunday sales of distilled spirits and alcohol by the package.  Amis has contacted all package type businesses and all have expressed to him agreement with a resolution to put the question before the voters during the November 5, 2013, election.

Amis also advised that the recent Labor Day fireworks had been a success with some 2500 in attendance.  Amis also spoke about the upcoming fall promotion for “shop local” and square-crows.

Amis updated council concerning Chamber membership—there are 149 current members with 32 of those being minority members.

Council expressed to Amis a problem during downtown square events with people lounging against the Black Patriot monument.

DAVID JENKINS:  Jenkins presented to council a list of downtown square reservations that will need to be approved during the regular meeting of council.

Jenkins updated council on a recent community meeting concerning the Gordon Street school property.  There will be an advisory committee made up of some twelve members for study on possible actions with this property.  There was also discussion about turning this property over to the URA for re-development upon completion of property cleanup.

Jenkins reminded council of the GICH graduation in Rome this week.  

Jenkins advised that the third home closing for the Rusher Street re-development area will be within the next two weeks.  This home may be completed before year end.

Council members asked Jenkins about the Revolving Loan Fund.  Jenkins advised that this fund was taken by the state and that legal action is being taken against the two parties that defaulted on this loan.
CITY ATTORNEY FLEMING:  City Attorney Fleming reminded council that he would present for council approval during the regular meeting a resolution calling for a referendum to approve Sunday sales of package distilled spirits and alcohol to go before the voters during the November 2013 election.

Fleming also advised that his office has prepared a resolution to be presented to the local state legislative delegation naming part of State Route 44 in honor of Rev. G.L. Avery.  

CITY ADMINISTRATOR UPDATES:  City Administrator Eskew advised that applications for the Assistant Administrator position are being accepted until October 4, 2013 by the UGA Vinson Institute of Government.

Eskew reminded council that two URA member terms are expiring in October.

MEAG has advised that are some openings for Plant Vogtle tours during September and October.

Council member Cullars asked about video failure at the August meeting of council and was advised that the problem was operator error and not equipment failure.

ADJOURNMENT:  Work session adjourned at 5:40 PM.
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