COUNCIL WORK SESSION

OCTOBER 3, 2011

The Mayor and City Council of the City of Washington, Georgia, held a work session to discuss agenda items for the October 10, 2011 regular city council meeting.  Mayor W. E. Burns presided.

Present were:  Mayor Burns, council members Barnett, Cullars, Harris, Pope, Rainey and Tutt.  Also present were City Administrator Eskew, City Clerk Danner, and City Attorney Fleming.  

Visitors included:  David Jenkins, Barbara Bacon, Travis Armour, Mike Scarborough, Barbara Riccuiti, Judy Anderson, Laura Toburen and Kip Burke of the News Reporter.

City Attorney Fleming advised council that at a work session no final action can be taken on issues presented.

Main Street Director Jenkins gave council a detailed presentation of current status on economic development, community development and main street program matters.  

COUNCIL REPORTS

Harris:  Council member presented a petition for speed bumps along Lovelace Way.  
Harris also asked for some information on a car wash business on Whitehall Street; parking spaces along the south side of square near the cross-walk; and, the failure of have a quorum at a recent Zoning Hearing.

Harris also presented council with a Rest Haven Cemetery Heritage Tour proposal.

POPE:  Council member Pope asked for the status of use of reserve funds for the 2011 budget.

CULLARS:  Council member Cullars presented for consideration in the 2012 budget process:  privatizing of cemetery grass cutting and privatizing of Callaway Plantation.  Cullars further asked that effort be made to lower the 2012 budget some 8% overall below the 2011 budget level.
Cullars asked that credit card utility payment level be raised from the current cap of $250.00.

Cullars asked the status of an ethics violation complaint filed in September 2011.  Complaint has been forwarded to the City Attorney.

BARNETT:  Council member Barnett requested that if funds are available in the 2011 Fire Department budget that purchase of radios be made in 2011 instead of adding this purchase in the 2012 budget.

Mayor Burns discussed the need for better/improved product development efforts from the Chamber of Commerce and the Tourism office for Callaway Plantation, Museum and the Robert Toombs House.

ADJOURNMENT:  On motion by Barnett, second by Tutt, council approved 6 to 0 adjournment at 7:24 PM.

                                                   _______________________________________MAYOR

                                                   _______________________________________CLERK  
