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WORK SESSION
OCTOBER 14, 2013

The Mayor and City Council of the City of Washington, Georgia, held their regular monthly Work Session on Monday, October 14, 2013, beginning at 5 PM at the Edward Pope Conference Center.  Mayor Ames Barnett presided.

Present were:  Mayor Barnett, council members Armour, Cullars, Harris and Scarborough.  Council member Rainey joined the meeting at 5:20 PM and Council member Tutt was not present.  Also present were City Administrator Eskew, City Attorney Fleming and City Clerk Danner.

Visitors present included:  Lyndon Amis, Judy Anderson, Barbara Bacon, Ashley Barnett, Norris Ware, Jeremy Frasier, Clara Sutton, Johnnie Booker, Joseph Willis, Michele Hamlin, Terry Diggs, Annie R. Wilkinson, Charles Jackson, Janette Thomas, Doeesa Gresham, Mary Ann Harris, Sim Dill, Sarah Davis, Robert Armour, Cathy Armour, Demetrius Porter, Blake Thompson, Devito Owens, Connie Gamble, Butch Whiddon, Sherri Bailey, Richard Crabbe and Kip Burke of the News Reporter.

David Jenkins advised council that work on re-construction of the second Norman Street home has begun; the third loan closure for a home to be built on Rusher Street is near completion, but a fourth loan is being held up by the government shutdown; a resolution to approve a CHIP grant application will be presented to council to assist some 20 persons with down payment assistance; and, council can be given a Pope Center schedule calendar if desired.

City Attorney Fleming presented to council a Resolution to update current City Ordinance defining state requirements for DDA membership.  It was noted that the major change would be that one director may live outside the county as long as they have a downtown business.

Council member Cullars asked council members from District 2 why they had not voted for a motion that was made in the September meeting of council to re-name the City Hall building after the late council member G.L. Avery.  Council members had already approved dedicating part of GA 44 as an Honorary Dedication to Rev. G.L. Avery.  Council members will discuss this matter further with Council member Cullars.

Council member Harris updated council on recent meetings of the cemetery committee and further advised that proposed changes to the existing ordinance will be presented in either the November or December meetings of council.

Council member Armour asked for an update on the status of production at Lazarus Casket Company.

Council member Rainey advised that the Girl Scouts would like to use an area behind the courthouse for a Fall Festival after the close of the Farmers Market.

City Clerk Danner presented to council the 2013 Tax millage information.  There has been a decrease in the digest.  Maintaining the current millage of 9.141 would result in some $10,558.11 decrease in tax revenue.  Clerk was instructed to advertise millage at the current rate of 9.141 mils for the 2013 tax year.

City Administrator Eskew advised that he would seek approval of council during the regular meeting for some 2013 budget adjustments to cover the purchase of a server to enhance the backup of non-financial data; the purchase of a HVAC unit for DFACS, advertising of the Pope Center and engineering for the relocation of water lines.

City Administrator Eskew will also seek approval from council, during the regular meeting, of a resolution to approve a CHIP grant application to assist with down payment monies and a resolution approving a joint City/County Pre-Disaster Mitigation Plan.

Eskew reminded council of a proposed tree ordinance and an ordinance on animal control that was included in each council packet for review and possible action in the November or December meetings of council.

Mayor Barnett advised that URA appointments will be made at the November meeting of council.

Work Session adjourned at 5:45 PM.
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