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WORK SESSION
DECEMBER 9, 2013

The Mayor and City Council of the City of Washington, Georgia, held their regular monthly work session on Monday, December 9, 2013, beginning at 5:30 PM at the Edward Pope Conference Center.  Mayor Ames Barnett presided.

Present were Mayor Barnett and council members Armour, Cullars, Harris, Rainey, Scarborough and Tutt.  Also present were City Administrator Eskew, City Clerk Danner, City Attorney Fleming and Police Chief Glenn.

Visitors present are listed in the minutes of the Appeal Hearing held on the same date.

DAVID JENKINS:  Mr. Jenkins updated council on possible actions to generate additional revenue at the Pope Center:  electron sign message rental, increase of $25 per room rental fee and refund of only one-half of security deposit.

Mr. Jenkins advised that Joe Willis continues to assist small businesses through the Main Street program with business development through Facebook and web page creation.

At this time the only area of the Gordon Street School property considered for demolition is the automotive area.  All other options for property use are in the process of identifying costs.  There was also discussion about presenting a Resolution stating that the Council will not do anything with the property until the Advisory Board has been notified.

Marketing of downtown businesses continues with ads airing on Channel 6.

The third house on Rusher and also on Norman Street has begun.

The URA will meet on December 17 at 9 AM in the Council Chambers of City Hall.

CITY ATTORNEY:  City Attorney Fleming introduced Wes Turner, who is also with Fleming & Nelson, had asked that Mr. Turner go over proposed Alcohol Ordinance changes with council.

Mr. Turner highlighted several changes in the proposed ordinance including a 3% consumption tax per drink which will generate revenue for the city.  After discussion, Council member Cullars asked that penalty amounts listed on page 9 section B (1) (2) and (3) be increased and also hours of operation for holidays falling Monday through Thursday be extended for one hour.

CULLARS:  Council member Cullars asked if the city has been notified on what improvements will be made with the $10,000 Foxwood donation.  This will most likely be decided nearer completion of the complex in early spring.

Cullars also voiced concern with the issue that stops made by the Georgia State Patrol within the city limits of Washington are being sent to the County traffic court.  This is revenue that should be going to the City.

RAINEY:  Council member Rainey asked that the Mayor consider names that have been submitted as possible appointments to the URA Board.

CITY ADMINISTRATOR ESKEW:  City Administrator Eskew advised that council will be asked to consider the Resolution for the Watershed Protection Plan at the called meeting of Council on December 20, 2013.

MAYOR BARNETT:  Mayor Barnett advised that appointments to the URA Board will be made at the January 2014 meeting.
Work Session adjourned at 5:55 PM.
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