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The Mayor and City Council of the City of Washington, Georgia, held their regular monthly Work Session on Monday, December 12, 2016, beginning at 5:30 PM at the Edward Pope Conference Center.  Mayor Ames Barnett presided.

Present were:  Mayor Barnett and council members Armour, Armour and Scarborough.  Council member Rainey joined the meeting at 5:33 PM, Council member Mahoney at 5:34 PM and Council member Tutt at 5:37 PM.  Also present were City Administrator Bailey, City Clerk Danner, City Attorney Fleming and Building Official Toto.

Visitors present were Richard Crabbe, Charles Wagner, Gladys Reese, Debbie Anderson, Jeanelle Ashmore, Blake Thompson, Judy Anderson, Brenda Mitchell, Michael Horgan, Adrienne Williams, Johnny Williams, Will Cullars, Nathaniel Cullars, Sr., Elizabeth Elliott, Mary Harris, Jennifer Mills, M.V. Booker, Kendra Dill, Marcus Dill, Clara Sutton, Annie R. Wilkinson, Sim Dill, Carrington Tutt, Shameco Tutt, Penny Warren and Sparky Newsome of the News Reporter.

MAYOR’S COMMENTS:  Mayor Barnett advised of his proposed appointments to Historic Preservation, Planning Commission, Zoning Appeals Board, Parks and Recreation and the Health Department boards during the regular meeting.

Mayor Barnett also advised that council would consider adoption of the 2017 Budget during the regular meeting 

Mayor Barnett also commented that the square work was complete and that the Christmas tree on the square looked good.  Barnett also reported that the Christmas parade had been a big success.

BUILDING OFFICIAL TOTO:  Building Official Toto reviewed with council the proposed camper ordinance which was presented at the November meeting of Council.  There had been two complaints received of campers parked on residential lots within the city with people living in them.  One issue was in an historic district which specifically prohibits people living in camper type vehicles.  The other complaint was from a non-historic district.  Toto was concerned about the way wastewater and sewage was handled in these areas.

CITY ADMINISTRATOR UPDATES:  City Administrator Bailey reviewed with council the proposed 2017 budget.  Highlights are:  total budget is $22,897,482 – some $705,687 less than last year; capital outlay of $603,705 which includes:  $65000 for LMIG street resurfacing, $185,000 for TSPLOST and REBC Grant for portions of North and South Alexander, Lincoln Circle and Rusher Street Alley, $25,000 for Public Works Shop, $18,100 for Public Works trailer and mower, $20,000 Main Street site improvements, $32,310 REBC Grant on Robert Toombs, $49,500 E911 equipment, $41,700 Water and Sewer Treatment equipment and chemicals, $15,000 Water Distribution wet valves, $50,000 Electric service line extensions, $37,870 Electric bucket truck financed over 5 years, $18,000 Sanitation Bobcat vehicle, $15,000 Sanitation recycling building and fence, $104,822 funding of depreciation net of capital, $129,500 salary market adjustments, includes $80,000 of debt service for proposed Fire Station rehab, and no utility rate increases.

City Administrator Bailey will recommend the awarding of the 2017 LMIG TSPLOST project to low bidder Pittman Construction in the amount of $218,712.29 for re-surfacing portions of North and South Alexander, Rusher Street Alley and Lincoln Circle.

City Administrator Bailey reviewed with council a proposed agreement with the CSRA RC to oversee the 2017 Phase III Sewer Rehab project.

Bailey advised that the 2015 CDBG bid opening had been held with only one bidder.  Anne Floyd of the CSRA RC will check with DCA on their guidelines on what to do when only one bid is received.  This will be handled at the January 2017 meeting.

Bailey reviewed with council the Unified Comprehensive Plan which was distributed to council.  Bailey would like for the city to seek a “Plan First Community” designation.  Beginning in 2017, a different section of the Comprehensive Plan will be reviewed monthly.

Council member Tutt questioned why the Board of Education is not included in the entities involved in the development of the Comprehensive Plan.  Tutt further stated that Corey Miller with Athens Tech would attend the January meeting of Council to go over concerns about the GED program.

Bailey reviewed with council a request received from the Memory Lane Cruisers for use of the square on May 13 and September 9, 2017, for their antique car shows.

Bailey also advised council of a request from Council member Mahoney for tablets for council to use for receiving their meeting packets.

CITY ATTORNEY:  City Attorney Fleming reviewed with council a Solar Ordinance which was included in Council packets which outlines where solar panel may be placed on property and/or roofs; requirements that allow for fire protection services ; building permits; and, decommissioning of solar systems.

City Attorney Fleming advised that further work will be done on the proposed Sign Ordinance and presented at a later meeting.

ADJOURNMENT:  On motion by R. Armour, second by T. Armour, council approved 6 to 0 the adjournment of the Work Session at 6:03 PM.
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