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MUNICIPAL COURT APPEAL
MAY 9, 2016

The Mayor and City Council of the City of Washington, Georgia, held a Municipal Court Appeal hearing at the request of Archie Acree.  Mayor Ames Barnett presided.

Present were Mayor Barnett and council members Armour, Armour, Mahoney, Rainey and Scarborough.  Also present were City Administrator Bailey, City Clerk Danner, City Attorney Fleming, Municipal Court Clerk Vandiver and Municipal Court Judge Horgan.  Sheriff Deputies Bridges and Darracott were also present.

Court Clerk Vandiver advised council that Mr. Acree was given a citation on March 5, 2016 for Code 46-2 violation – “Disorderly House”.  Ms. LaShonda Milton was also given a citation on the same charge.  Ms. Milton paid her fine on March 22, 2016 in the amount of $283.  Mr. Acree appeared in Municipal Court on March 22, 2016 and pled “Not Guilty”.  Judge Horgan found Mr. Acree guilty and fined him $283.  Mr. Acree paid the fine and also put up a property bond on April 11, 2016 to appeal the court decision.

Mr. Acree spoke to council about the incident and advised that on March 5, 2016, he was walking near his home and talking on his phone.  Ms. Milton heard his phone conversation and was upset and hit in the nose and also hit his car with a stick.  It was noted that Mr. Acree and Ms. Milton share a house and have children together.  Mr. Acree advised that he did hit Ms. Milton, but only in self-defense.

Officer Bridges advised council that officers have been called to this particular location numerous times in the past but upon arriving neither party would agree to press charges.  As there are small children in the residence, Officer Bridges gave both parties a citation on March 5, 2016.  It was noted that the children were not present at the time of the incident on March 5, 2016.

On motion by Mahoney, second by T. Armour, council approved 5 to 0 to enter into an executive session to discuss this municipal court appeal.

On motion by Scarborough, second by T. Armour, council approved 5 to 0 to re-enter open session.

City Attorney Fleming advised that in executive session one legal matter was discussed with no final action taken.

On motion by Rainey, second by T. Armour, council approved 5 to 0 to have Mayor Barnett sign an executive session affidavit.

On motion by R., Armour, second by Scarborough, council voted 4-0-1 to uphold the decision of the Municipal Court.  Council member Rainey abstained.
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