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APPEAL HEARING
JULY 17, 2015

The Mayor and City Council of the City of Washington, Georgia, held an Employee Termination Appeal Hearing on Friday, July 17, 2015, beginning at 11 AM in the Council Chambers of City Hall.  Mayor Ames Barnett presided.

Present were:  Mayor Barnett and council members Armour, Armour, Cullars and Scarborough.  Council member Rainey joined the meeting by phone.  Council member Tutt was not present.  Also present were City Administrator Bailey, City Clerk Danner and City Attorney Fleming.

Visitors present were Sallie Tanksley, Theodosia Glenn, Maurice Glenn, Robert Roca, David Van Hart, Judge Edward Anderson, Court Reporter Kelli Tillman, Attorney John Clark, Deputy Land and Kip Burke of the News Reporter.

Attorney Fleming opened the Appeal Hearing by stating the procedures that would be followed during the hearing.

City Attorney Fleming asked that City Administrator Bailey explain the events leading up to her dismissal of Municipal Court Clerk Tanksley.

Bailey advised that Tanksley had asked for permission to go into the basement to look for some records and that permission had been granted.  Bailey granted permission, assuming records were for Municipal Court related issues, prior to the Municipal Court date of  May 26. 

 Municipal Court on that date was held in the Annex because the city auditors were using the council room.  Building Official Van Hart was in the business office working on some renovations after hours.  He observed Tanksley and Glenn going into the basement and both had on jackets which he noted because of the warm weather.  Financial Coordinator Wendy Swann was also working late with the auditors.  Mr. Van Hart asked Mrs. Swann why former Police Chief Glenn was in the basement with Mrs. Tanksley.  As Mrs. Swann left city hall for the day, she texted City Administrator Bailey that former Chief Glenn was in the basement with Tanksley.  Bailey then called Tanksley by phone to verify that Glenn was with her and upon verification that Glenn was in the basement; Bailey told Tanksley and Glenn to both leave the building immediately.  Bailey called the Sheriff’s office and had an officer come to city hall to make sure that no records were being taken from the building. Bailey asked Van Hart to secure the building after Tanksley and Glenn left.  Bailey also had fire department personnel stay in the city hall building overnight to make sure that no one entered the building.

Deputy Bridges responded and her report was read for the record.  In the reporter, Deputy Bridges stated that Tanksley advised that she and Glenn were in the basement looking for records to clear Glenn’s name in the Toys for Children matter.

City Administrator Bailey placed Tanksley on a five-day paid administrative leave on May 27  while Bailey continued to investigate the matter.

Tanksley came by, at the Administrator’s request,  on Wednesday, May 27 and Tanksley requested that she be allowed to clear out her office.  City Administrator Bailey and City Clerk Danner observed Tanksley while she collected her belonging from the office.

On June 2, Ms. Tanksley was given a written notice of the City Administrator’s findings and termination.

Building Official Van Hart advised council that he was working in the business office on May 26 after hours on some building renovations.  He thought that he and Mrs. Swann were the only ones in the building as the auditors left at about 7 PM.  Van Hart saw Tanksley and Glenn come into the business office section and go into the basement.  He observed that they had on long sleeve garments and coats.

City Administrator Bailey read into the record a statement from Financial Coordination Swann, who at this time is on vacation.  Mrs. Swann stated that she was working late with the auditors and when the auditors left she was clearing her desk to get ready to go home, when Mr. Van Hart asked why Glenn was in the basement with Tanksley.  Mrs. Swann opened the door to the basement and asked if Tanksley intended to make sure the building was locked when she left.  Tanksley responded that she would secure the building.  Mrs. Swann did recognize voices in basement to be those of Tanksley and Glenn.  As Mrs. Swann was going to her car in the parking lot, she texted the City Administrator to let her know that Glenn was also in the basement.

Council member Cullars questioned the City Administrator on the timeliness of her reporting this issue to the council, her training in reprimanding employees and what procedures were in place to prohibit an employee from taking citizens through records in the basement.  Cullars also questioned whether police records stored in the basement were sectioned off and secured.  Cullars also had issue with the coverage in the News Reporter of the incident before council was contacted.

Council member Rainey did not think that Tanksley’s actions were an act of insubordination.

Attorney Clark asked Mrs. Tanksley to give her account of the incident on May 26.

Tanksley advised that she was the Municipal Court Clerk and as such had control of all Police records.  She did asked Bailey for permission to go into the basement, but did not specify the type of record she was looking for as she (Tanksley) is the custodian of police records.  Tanksley had a verbal open records request from Glenn for a copy of Glenn’s training records.  Tanksley did not see a problem with Glenn accompanying her into the basement as Glenn is a certified police officer.  Tanksley reported of an earlier incident when Glenn was eating lunch with Tanksley at the old Police Department building when the City Administrator had advised that Glenn was not enter the old building.  Tanksley also advised that she was not aware of any investigation that was on-going in connection with Glenn and the Toys of Children campaign.  Tanksley advised that she was not directly instructed that Glenn could not go into the basement of city hall.  Tanksley also advised that Bailey had the computers backed-up at the old Police Department by her uncle and that some of the information on those computers were personal.

Tanksley also stated that she wanted the reprimand taken off her record, an apology in the local paper and her job re-instated.

Theodosia Glenn, former Police Chief, stated to council that she had made a verbal open records request of Municipal Court Clerk Tanksley for copies of her training records.  Glenn did not contact City Administrator Bailey for permission to go into the basement.  Glenn stated that while in the basement she did not destroy any records, nor remove any records and that police records were not roped off indicating that they were not to be searched through.  Glenn also stated that she had not been served with any papers stating that she was under “investigation”.  Glenn further stated though she had been labeled a “thief” in the local paper and news media, she had never stolen anything.

Glenn was not present, when Deputy Bridges arrived and questioned Tanksley.

Robert Roca and Judge Anderson both spoke on behalf of Tanksley and both talked about her dedication and loyalty to her job.

When questioned by the City Attorney about the Incident Report submitted by Deputy Bridges, Tanksley advised that officers routinely summarize information in their reports. City Attorney Fleming asked if there was any reason to doubt the Incident Report submitted by Officer Bridges.  All concurred that Bridges is a trustworthy deputy with no known acts of mis-representing or mis-reporting incidents.

On motion by Scarborough, second by R. Armour, council approved 5 to 0 to enter into executive session to discuss this personnel matter at 1:27 PM.

On motion by T. Armour, second by Scarborough, council approved 5 to 0 to re-convene in open session at 1:55 PM.

City Attorney Fleming gave report that during executive session one personnel matter was discussed with no final action taken.

On motion by R. Armour, second by Scarborough, council approved 5 to 0 to have Mayor Barnett sign an executive session affidavit.

Council member Cullars made a motion to overturn the decision of City Administrator Bailey, second by Rainey, council voted 2 to 3.  Voting against the motion were council members Armour, Armour and Scarborough.

City Attorney Fleming advised that it would be appropriate to entertain an affirmative motion.

On motion by R. Armour, second by Scarborough, council voted 3 to 2 to uphold the decision of the City Administrator.  Voting against the motion were council members Cullars and Rainey.

On motion by R. Armour, second by Scarborough, council approved adjournment at 1:59 PM.
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