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The Mayor and City Council and the Wilkes County Board of Commissioners met in a Called Meeting on Monday, January 7, 2019, beginning at 6 PM in the Council Chambers of City Hall to discuss and/or take action on the Service Delivery Strategy agreement.  Mayor Ames Barnett presided.

Present were Mayor Barnett and Council members Armour, Armour, Cullars, Mahoney, Scarborough and Tutt.  Also present were Wilkes County Board of Commissioners Chairman Sam Moore and Commissioners Clem Slaton, Esper Lee and Ed Geddings.  Others in attendance were City Administrator Bailey, City Clerk Danner, City Attorney Fleming and Sparky Newsome of the News Reporter.

Mayor Barnett advised that the meeting was called to discuss and/or taken action on the Service Delivery Strategy agreement which must be updated by June 30, 2019.

Commission Chairman Moore stated that the city and county had always worked well together in the past with the county helping with city projects such as demolition of the fire station and emergency debris removal.  Moore further advised that he had been in contact with ACCG and was told that the way the county figured their millage rate, handled their insurance premium tax refund, and charged for 9-1-1 services were all correct.

Moore and other commission members contended that they believed that some of the joint ventures of the city/county were used more by city residents (Senior Center and Parks & Recreation).

Council members contended that if the county is funding joint ventures through their general fund, then the city residents are being double taxed on these services.  Council also contended that the incorporated county millage rate must be reduced to meet the requirements of state law.

City Attorney Fleming advised that for the county to be in compliance with state law they must maintain two separate funds for incorporated and unincorporated funds.

After discussion, council members and commissioners agreed to have Chairman Moore, Mayor Barnett and City Administrator Bailey work out details on the Service Delivery Strategy agreement updates prior to the June 30, 2019 deadline.

Meeting adjourned at 6:51 PM.
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