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The Mayor and City Council of the City of Washington, Georgia, held a Called Meeting on Monday, January 14 2019 beginning at 9 AM in the Council Chambers of City Hall to handle appointments to boards and commissions and other city business.  Mayor Ames Barnett presided.

Present were Mayor Barnett along with council members Armour, Armour, Scarborough and council member Mahoney joining the meeting at 9:10 AM.  Also present were City Administrator Bailey, City Clerk Danner and City Attorney Nelson.

Visitors included:  Debra Denard, Carol Cartledge, Kendra Dill, Charles Jackson, Janet Parker, Loretta Fanning and Sparky Newsome of the News Reporter.

REGULAR MEETING CANCELLED:  Mayor Barnett requested that council cancel the regular meeting for the afternoon of January 14, 2019, and further that all business be handled in this called meeting. The Mayor advised that he had been invited to Governor Elect Kemp’s swearing in ceremony this afternoon and that several appointments needed to be made. On motion by Scarborough, second by R. Armour, council approved request 4 to 0.

AGENDA APPROVED:  On motion by R. Armour, second by T. Armour, council approved 4 to 0 the meeting agenda as presented.

MINUTES APPROVED: On motion by R. Armour, second by Scarborough, council approved the minutes as presented 4 to 0.

MAYOR’S COMMENTS:  Mayor Barnett requested approval of board and commission appointments as listed in the council meeting packet.  On motion by Scarborough, second by R. Armour, council approved appointments 4 to 0.

Historical Preservation:  Judy Anderson to replace Nancy Farris and reappointment of Roy Smith:  3 year terms
Planning Commission:  re-appointment of James Meech:  4 year term
Zoning Board of Appeals:  Jack Newsome to replace Sharon Jones and re-appointment of Barbara Long:  3 year terms
Board of Zoning Appeals:  re-appointment of Robbie Eubanks; 3 year term
Parks & Recreation:  re-appointment of Mike Scarborough and Greg Wilkinson
URA:  re-appointment of Soren Dresch:  3 year term

Mayor Barnett requested that council re-appoint Fleming & Nelson as city attorneys for 2019.  On motion by T. Armour, second by Scarborough, council approved request 4 to 0.

Mayor Barnett requested that council re-appoint Michael Horgan as Municipal Judge for 2019.  On motion by R. Armour, second by T. Armour, council approved request 4 to 0.

CITY ATTORNEY COMMENTS:  City Attorney Nelson presented to council amendments to Chapter 62 Solid Waste of the Code of Ordinances.  Under Chapter 62.26 – Definitions; add:  Construction Debris means any scrap lumber, brick, concrete block, concrete, siding, roofing or any other material used in the construction of a building; and then adding Section 62-32. Construction Debris.  The City will not pick up any construction debris of any kind; generators of construction debris are responsible for disposing of these materials.; and also adding Section 62-33.Tires.  The City will not pick up used tires for disposal.

On motion by R. Armour, second by Scarborough, council approved amendments to Chapter 62 4 to 0.

TEMPORARY POURING LICENSE:  City Clerk Danner presented a request for a Temporary Pouring License received from the National Wild Turkey Federation for an event to be held on March 16, 2019 at the Pope Conference Center.  On motion by Scarborough, second by R. Armour, council approved request 4 to 0.

MUNICIPAL ELECTION FEES:  City Clerk Danner asked for council approval of setting and advertising the 2019 Municipal Qualifying fees at $108.00 for council members and $216.00 for the office of Mayor.  Danner further requested that council appoint Probate Judge Charping as Municipal Election Superintendent and the Registrar’s office to handle all absentee and early voting matters.

On motion by T. Armour, second by R. Amour, council approved request 4 to 0.

CITY ADMINISTRATOR TOPICS:  City Administrator Bailey asked for council approval of the street names for the streets within Rest Haven Cemetery as submitted by the Cemetery Committee.  On motion by R. Armour, second by Scarborough, council approved street names 4 to 0.

RESOLUTION – PRE-DISASTER MITIGATION PLAN:  City Administrator Bailey requested council approval of a FEMA required Pre Disaster Mitigation Plan resolution.  On motion by T. Armour, second by Scarborough, council approved resolution 4 to 0.  Resolution follows:
WHEREAS, the City of Washington has experienced damage from Wildfire, Thunderstorm Winds, Tornados, Tropical Storms, Hail, Lightning, Flood, Drought, and Winter Storms, on many occasions in the past, resulting in property loss, loss of life, economic hardship and threats to public health and safety;
WHEREAS a Wilkes County Joint Pre-Disaster Mitigation Plan has been developed after approximately one year of research and work by the Wilkes County Joint Pre-Disaster Mitigation Planning Committee and the people of the community;
WHEREAS the Plan recommends mitigation goals, objectives and action steps that will protect the people and property affected by natural hazards facing the City of Washington;
WHEREAS two public meetings were held to review the Plan as required by law;
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of Washington, Georgia, that
1.  The Wilkes County Joint Pre-Disaster Mitigation Plan is hereby adopted as the official Plan of the City of Washington;
2. The respective officials identified in the strategy of the Plan are hereby directed to implement the recommended actions assigned to them in the Plan.  These officials will report as directed in the Plan on their activities;
3. The Wilkes County Joint Pre-Disaster Mitigation Planning Committee will provide progress reports (as directed in the Plan) on the status of the implementation of the Plan to the Mayor and City Council of Washington.
PASSED by the Mayor and City Council of Washington, this 14th day of January, 2019.

USE OF SQUARE:  City Administrator Bailey presented a request from the Memory Lane Cruisers for use of the square for the cruise in on May 11 and September 14, 2019.  On motion by R. Armour, second by Mahoney, council approved request 4 to 0.

EXECUTIVE SESSION:  On motion by Mahoney, second by R. Armour, council approved 4 to 0 entering into an executive session for a personnel matter at 9:16 AM.

On motion by T. Armour, second by R. Armour, council approved 4 to 0 to re-convene in open session at 9:55 AM.

City Attorney Nelson gave report that one personnel matter was discussed during executive session with no final action taken.

On motion by Scarborough, second by R. Armour, council approved 4 to 0 to have Mayor Barnett sign an executive session affidavit.

ADJOURNMENT:  On motion by Mahoney, second by Scarborough, council approved 4 to 0 meeting adjournment at 9:56 PM.

                                                                                         ____________________________________MAYOR

                                                                                         ____________________________________CLERK
