















CALLED MEETING
NOVEMBER 21, 2011

The Mayor and City Council of the City of Washington, Georgia, conducted a called meeting for the purpose of discussing issues relating to the proposed 2012 budget.  Mayor W.E. Burns presided.
Present were:  Mayor Burns, council members Barnett, Cullars, Harris, Pope, Rainey and Tutt.  Also present were City Administrator Eskew, City Clerk Danner, City Financial Coordinator Bailey, City Attorney Fleming and Paul Warfel of MEAG.
Visitors present included:  David Toburen, Travis Armour, Mike Scarborough, Barbara Ricciuti, Judy Anderson, Eddie Finnell and Kip Burke of the News Reporter.
MEAG – PAUL WARFEL
Paul Warfel of MEAG gave council an update of cost projection through 2016.  He noted that the city’s wholesale cost per kWh has risen some 25.4% since 2010.  Proposed increases are directly related to environmental cost increases.
After discussion, council suggested that MEAG might prepare some information for distribution to the city customers showing how city rates compare to the rates of other utility providers in our community.
CITY ADMINISTRATOR
City Administrator Eskew updated council on the progress of water plant re-hab and advised that the 7% increase in water and sewer rates for 2011 billing was sufficient and that current projections show that the 7% increase in water and sewer rates for 2012 will be on target.  
Eskew talked briefly to council about the County’s CDBG for Harris Road water lines and advised that the city will pay the engineering costs for this project.  There is potential for development in that area after completion of the water line.
Council then asked questions about items in the budget that were of concern to them.  Questions about the operation of Callaway Plantation and the Museum were referred back to the Historic Properties Committee for further review.
ADJOURNMENT:  Meeting adjourned at approximately 8:34 PM.
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