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The Mayor and City Council of the City of Washington, Georgia, held a called meeting on Wednesday, November 21, 2018, beginning at 1 PM in the Council Chambers of City Hall to take action on bids received for a sewer line replacement and work on the 2019 budget.  Mayor Ames Barnett presided.

Present were Mayor Barnett and council members Armour, Armour, Mahoney, Scarborough and Tutt.  Council member Cullars joined the meeting at 1:05 PM.  Also present were City Administrator Bailey and City Clerk Danner.

SEWER LINE FORCE MAIN IMPROVEMENT BIDS:  City Administrator Bailey presented to council a letter from City Engineers Carter & Sloope containing bid information for sewer line repair from the lift station on the South Bypass to the driveway at 330 Andrew Drive.  Low bid was from Beam Site Prep in the amount of $48,250.00.  On motion by Scarborough, second by T. Armour, council approved 5 to 0 the low bid of $48,250.00 from Beam Site Prep.

2019 BUDGET:  City Administrator Bailey reviewed with council the proposed 2019 budget noting there where possible there has been a 6% cut to each department.  With proposed cuts the 2019 budget is some 7.95% below the 2018 budget.  

Council member Tutt voiced concern with capital items remaining in budget; though, it was pointed out that capital items in budget are to be financed through GMA over a five year period.  Tutt further stated that he would not support budget as long as the 1.5% utility increase was included in the budget.

Council member Cullars discussed the use of city vehicles that are being drive home each evening.  Cullars also asked about the status of daily vehicle inspections.

Council member Mahoney voiced concern over the recent lowering of utility rate to help sustain an existing industry and now the proposed 1.5% rate increase to all utility customers.  

All council members generally concurring in not establishing a sewer sur charge for 2019.

Mayor Barnett stated that current budget issues are not a product of mis-management or lack of management, but instead, a result in higher costs of products and reduction in use of services.

ADJOURNMENT:  On motion by Mahoney, second by R. Armour, council approved 6 to 0 adjournment at 1:35 PM.
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