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The Pope Center Committee of the Washington City Council met on Monday, February 13, 2017, at 5 PM in the Council Chambers of City Hall to discuss the Pope Center.  Mayor Ames Barnett presided.

Present were Mayor Barnett, Council members T. Armour and Tutt, City Administrator Bailey, City Clerk Danner and City Attorney Fleming.

Visitors included:  Betty Hamilton, Mary Ann Harris, Hattie Callaway, Annie R. Wilkinson, Brenda Mitchell and Maceo Mahoney.

Mayor Barnett advised the committee that no bids had been received on the Pope Center property.  Barnett suggested entering into a contract with a real estate agent to show the property to see it the city will receive an offer on the building and property.

City Attorney Fleming reminded those present that even if the real estate agent has someone interested in putting in an offer for purchase, the interested party would still have to go back through the bid process.  A listing with a real estate agent usually lasts three to six months.

Council member Tutt firmly voiced his objection to selling the Pope Center.  Tutt stated that he thought the Pope Center should be kept as is for a service to our city.  

Tutt also expressed concern that citizens are reluctant to book the Pope Center because they are afraid that their event may be cancelled if the property is sold.  City Administrator Bailey assured Tutt that as a condition of sale all booked events will be honored.

Committee meeting adjourned at 5:10 PM.
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