COUNCIL COMMITTEE MEETINGS

SEPTEMBER 30, 2011

The City Council Committees of the Washington City Council met on Friday, September 30, 2011, to discuss 2012 budget issues.  Mayor W. E. Burns presided.

3:00 PM  ELECTRIC COMMITTEE:  Present were Mayor Burns, Council members Pope and Tutt, City Administrator Eskew, City Clerk Danner, Electric Superintendent Mike Hardy and Paul Warfel, MEAG Regional Manager.

Visitors were Travis Armour and Mike Scarborough.

The proposed preliminary budget has included personnel merit promotions, increase to maintenance contracts for the change to digital radio read meters, contract labor for potential storm cleanup, ongoing purchase of new radio read meters and purchase of pole truck.
At this time the final MEAG budget has not been approved; early November the city cost to MEAG should be available and then rate projections can be made.  It was asked that on budget planning the Telecom costs be noted.

Committee also asked that a lease purchase be considered for the purchase of the pole truck.

4:00 PM   PUBLIC WORKS COMMITTEE:  Present were Mayor Burns, Council members Harris and Tutt, City Administrator Eskew, City Clerk Danner and Bobby Mills, Public Works Superintendent.
Visitors were Travis Armour, Mike Scarborough and Nathaniel Cullars, Sr.

The proposed preliminary budget has included personnel merit promotions, group insurance rate increase of some 15%, prison detail contract of $38,000 per year, site improvements for rebuild of Booker Street sidewalks, purchase of small used boom truck, cemetery site improvements for sonar grave locating, purchase of scooter for solid waste and perhaps adding the lease purchase of a garbage truck in 2013.

Committee discussed issues concerning the cemeteries:  sonar grave locating, removal of dirt from the digging of graves and proposed heritage tours.

Committee also asked for a posting of leaf/limb pickup schedules.
