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ETHICS HEARING
OCTOBER 9, 2017

The Mayor and City Council conducted an Ethics Hearing on Monday, October 9, 2017, beginning at 5:07 PM to handle a complaint against Council Member Mahoney filed by Charles Wagner.  Mayor Ames Barnett presided.

Present were Mayor Barnett and council members Armour, Armour, Mahoney, Rainey, Scarborough and Tutt.  Also present were City Administrator Bailey, City Clerk Danner and City Attorney Fleming.

City Attorney Fleming reviewed with council the procedures for the hearing and also the events that have led to a full council hearing.  

When Mr. Wagner filed his complaint against Council member Mahoney, he cited the “decorum” part of the Ethics Ordinance.  As outlined in the ordinance, Mayor Barnett then appointed a three member panel to review the charges.  The panel consisted of Council members R. Armour, Scarborough and Tutt.  The panel prepared a statement for council member Mahoney to read at the next meeting of council, which he declined to do.  The panel then referred the charge to the full council for consideration.

City Attorney Fleming read a verbatim transcript of Council member Mahoney’s statement about Mr. Wagner.

Mr. Wagner advised that he had only been on the Housing Authority Board for two and one half years, not the five years as stated by Council member Mahoney.  Mr. Wagner also advised that other issues cited by Mahoney are being worked on by the Board at this time.

Mahoney advised that he stood corrected on the length of service for Mr. Wagner.  Council member Mahoney further advised that he had gone door to door to a significant number of residents and found many units with leaking roofs, mold in ceilings, air conditioning drains that were running back into the units and causing carpets to mildew.  Council member Mahoney also stated that though there had been bedbug problems for the past five or six years a policy about the cleanliness of units was only adopted two years ago.  Mahoney advised that the Housing Authority is still operating under 1952 Bylaws.

Council member Tutt made a motion to dismiss the Ethics complaint as it did not violate the decorum section of the ordinance.  Council member Rainey seconded the motion and council approved the motion 4 to 1.  Council member R. Armour voted against the motion.

ADJOURNMENT:  The Ethics Hearing adjourned at 5:41 PM.

                                                                                     _______________________________________MAYOR

                                                                                    ______________________________________CLERK
