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The Mayor and City Council held a Called Meeting on Wednesday, June 28, 2017, beginning at 11 AM in the Council Chambers of City Hall to approve a Resolution Accepting a portion of property located at 603 Georgia Avenue and to discuss current and proposed salary rates.  Mayor Ames Barnett presided.

Present were Mayor Barnett and council members T. Armour, R. Armour, Rainey and Scarborough.  Council members Mahoney and Tutt were not present.  Also present were City Administrator Bailey, City Clerk Danner and City Attorney Fleming.

RESOLUTION TO ACQUIRE PROPERTY AT 603 GEORGIA AVENUE:  City Administrator Bailey advised council that DCA had approved the new build of a home on 603 Georgia Avenue belonging to Mrs. Carrie Powell.  The land will be deeded to the city and then the city will build the house.  Mrs. Powell will live there rent/payment free until her death.  At Mrs. Powell’s death, her daughter will either take over the loan within 90 days or the city will sell the property/home.  The new home will be built beside the existing home and at its completion the old home will be torn down.

On motion by Scarborough, second by R. Armour, council approved 4 to 0 the Resolution to Acquire Property.  Resolution follows:
A RESOLUTION APPROVING ACCEPTANCE OF PORTION OF PROPERTY LOCATED AT 603 GEORGIA AVENUE, WASHINGTON, GEORGIA
WHEREAS, the City of Washington, Georgia, is authorized to acquire property for public use; and
WHEREAS, the City of Washington, Georgia wishes to acquire a portion of property located at 603 Georgia Avenue, Washington, Georgia for public use;
NOW, THREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the City of Washington, Georgia, that the City agrees to acquire a portion of property located at 603 Georgia Avenue, Washington, Georgia, more specifically described in the attached Exhibit “A”;
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Mayor is hereby authorized to sign any and all documents necessary to finalize this transaction.
IN WITNESS WHEREOF, this resolution has been duly adopted by the governing authority of the City of Washington, Georgia, on the 28th day of June, 2017.

City Administrator Bailey advised council that the city had requested a quote from UGA in updating the current payroll scale system of the city which has not be updated since 2001.  The quote came in at $20,000 and council did not approve those funds.  Since Bailey has become City Administrator she advised that she has had problems recruiting new employees with what the city’s beginning pay rates are.  Bailey also expressed concern with retaining good employees at current salary rates.

Over the past year and a half Bailey has analyzed the city’s pay structure and believes it to be some 6.5% below average even after the $1 per hour raise given to employees in January 2017.  

Cost estimates to bring pay grade/scale up some 6.5% is $183,000 annually.  Funds for this difference would be in not replacing some employees that have already left city employment and cutting overtime.

On motion by R. Armour, second by Scarborough, council approved 4 to 0 to raise the current pay grade/scale 6.5% and make this effective for employees that are at or below paygrade for their job classification effective July 1, 2017.

Meeting adjourned at 12:11 PM.
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