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JUNE 12, 2017

The Mayor and City Council of the City of Washington, Georgia, held their regular monthly meeting on Monday, June 12, 2017, beginning at 6 PM at the Edward Pope Conference Center.  Mayor Ames Barnett presided.

Present were Mayor Barnett and council members Armour, Armour, Mahoney, Rainey, Scarborough and Tutt.  Also present were City Administrator Bailey, City Clerk Danner and City Attorney Fleming.

Visitors present are listed in the minutes of the Work Session held on June 12, 2017.

MINUTES APPROVED:  On motion by Scarborough, second by R. Armour, council approved minutes of previous meetings as presented.

AGENDA APPROVED:  On motion by Rainey, second by Armour, council approved the meeting agenda as presented.

MAYOR’S COMMENTS:   Mayor Barnett recognized coaches and members of the WW Tiger track team on their state championship and presented them with a proclamation.

Mayor Barnett asked for council approval of his appointments of John Singleton to the Historic Preservation Commission to replace Patricia Wilder who resigned; Betsy Wagner to the Mary Willis Library Board to replace Kathryn Anderson; and, Charles Wagner and Christine Shank to the Housing Authority Board.

Council member Mahoney expressed his displeasure and concern about the re-appointment of Charles Wagner to the Housing Authority Board and cited issues that he felt had not been addressed by the current board such as outdated By-laws and condition of units.

On motion by Scarborough, second by T Armour, council approved appointments 3-3-1.  Council members Mahoney, Rainey and Tutt voted against the motion, with Mayor Barnett voting for the motion breaking the tie vote.

Mayor Barnett expressed his thanks to city workers for the clean up after the Memorial Day storm.  Barnett also advised that work on the design/build of the Fire Department and Public Works shop is progressing.

Mayor Barnett advised that installation of new playground equipment and repairs at Booker Park has been completed.  Barnett thanked Marcus Dill, Elizabeth Elliott, Chris Rounds and Ray Owens on their hard work on the recent community picnic held at Booker Park.

JOHN SINGLETON – BRAG UPDATE:  Chamber Director John Singleton advised that the recent BRAG event had been a huge success with some 1200 cyclist participating.  Singleton also noted that the downtown businesses had opened to accommodate the cyclist.

CITY ATTORNEY FLEMING:  City Attorney Fleming advised that as discussed in the work session it would be appropriate at this time to entertain a motion authorizing Mayor Barnett to send a letter to the Wilkes County Board of Commissioners asking that the county support the purchase and installation of an air conditioning unit and associated electrical panel at the Parks and Recreation gym on a 50/50 basis with the city.  On motion by Mahoney, second by T. Armour, council approved 6 to 0 to have Mayor Barnett send a letter to the Wilkes County BOC asking for support of the air unit at the Parks and Recreation gym.

On motion by Tutt, second by Scarborough, council approved 6 to 0 the Sign Ordinance as presented.

HOT BOX – BEER & WINE LICENSE:  City Clerk Danner requested council approval of a Beer and Wine Pouring license for the Hot Box pending the meeting of the required 30 day wait due to the cancellation of the July regular meeting.  The license, if approved, may be issued on July 1, 2017.  On motion by Rainey, second by Scarborough, council approved request 6 to 0.

ITEMS SUBMITTED BY COUNCIL:
RAINEY:  Council member Rainey mentioned her concern with increase in utility costs associated with the proposed air conditioning of the Parks and Recreation gym.
Rainey asked about the proposed completion date of Fire Department build and was advised that it should be completed within six months—March or April 2018.

Rainey also acknowledged the track team and reminded them they are role models for youth in our community.  Rainey also thanked the city workers for the clean-up work done after recent storms and thanked those involved in the Booker Community event.

CITY ADMINISTRATOR UPDATES:  City Administrator Bailey reminded council and those present of the upcoming Yoga on the Square event to be held June 21, 2017 from 6:30 until 7:30 PM.  This event is free to all ages.

Bailey presented a request from Marquis Jones for a road closure on Lincoln Circle on July 1 from 1 to 6 PM.  On motion by Mahoney, second by T. Armour, council approved request 6 to 0.

Bailey presented a request from the Mary Willis Library for a road closure on Jefferson Street on July 25 for their end of summer reading program from 10 AM until Noon.  On motion by Tutt, second by R. Armour, council approved request 6 to 0.

Bailey presented a request from Bobby West for the annual July 4th Walking Parade which will begin at 7:45 AM.  On motion by Rainey, second by R. Armour, council approved request 6 to 0.

2016 FINAL BUDGET ADJUSTMENTS – RESOLUTION:  On motion by Tutt, second Scarborough, council approved 6 to 0 a Resolution Regarding 4th Quarter 2016 Budget Adjustments.  A copy of the Resolution and associated budget adjustments are on file in the minutes file in the Office of the City Clerk.

2017 BUDGET AMENDMENT:  On motion by Tutt, second by Scarborough, council approved 6 to 0 a Resolution approving a budget adjustment to the 2017 budget allowing for the replacement of the Code Enforcement vehicle.  A copy of the Resolution and associated budget adjustment is on file in the minutes file in the Office of the City Clerk.

RESOLUTION TO SUBMIT 2018 DCA CHIP APPLICATION:  On motion by Tutt, second by Rainey, council approved 6 to 0 a resolution authorizing the submission of a 2018 DCA CHIP application. Resolution follows:
WHEREAS, the City of Washington would like to submit a CHIP 2018 application to the GA Department of Community Affairs (DCA) to address housing development activities through new construction and owner occupied repair projects; and
WHEREAS, to the extent which the City of Washington will participate in the State and Federal Assistance Programs and wherein the Community HOME Investment Program (CHIP) 2018 grant will provide housing assistance to households with incomes at or below 80% of the Area Median Income by providing funds for affordable new constructions and owner occupied repairs; and
WHEREAS, the City of Washington will submit the CHIP 2018 application, prior to the application deadline of December 1, 2017 to the GA Department of Community Affairs; and
WHEREAS, the City of Washington will submit the CHIP 2018 application as a joint partnership with Hands on Washington, Inc.  The partnership will be secured through a written memorandum of understanding indicating the City of Washington will be responsible for the Administrative duties of the New Construction projects and Hands on Washington, Inc. will be responsible for the Owner Occupied repair projects; and
WHEREAS, the DCA Administrative Manual and the Policies and Procedures Manual for the 2018 CHIP funding will be used in conjunction with the accepted City of Washington’s and Hands on Washington’s program design approved under the NOFA and DCA; and
WHEREAS, the CHIP 2018 application, that includes the partnership of the City of Washington and Hands on Washington, Inc. utilizing the Community HOME Investment Program (CHIP) funds to help improve neighborhood revitalization, community develo9pment, economic development outcomes; and
NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and City Council of Washington, Georgia, do hereby agree, approve, pass and adopt the resolution to submit to the GA Department of Community Affairs (DCA) by December 1, 2017 a CHIP 2018 application for Housing Development Activities, this 12th day of June, 2017.

Mayor Barnett reminded everyone of the annual July 3rd fireworks event.  Barnett also reminded citizens that the July Work Session and Regular meeting had been cancelled due to a conflict with the MEAG Annual meeting.

ADJOURNMENT:  On motion by Mahoney, second by Tutt, council approved 6 to 0 adjournment at 6:41 PM.
                                                                                             __________________________________MAYOR

                                                                                             __________________________________CLERK



