PUBLIC HEARINGS
FEBRUARY 22, 2007

The Mayor and City Council of the City of Washington, Georgia, held Public Hearings on Thursday, February 22, 2007, beginning at 4 PM in the Council Chambers of City Hall to consider requests for zoning district changes.  Mayor W.E. Burns presided.

Present were:  Mayor Burns, council members Avery, Eaton and Pope.  Council member Cullars joined the meeting at 4:05 PM.  Also present were City Administrator Eskew, City Clerk Danner, City Building Official Van Hart, Chairman of the Planning Commission Marshall Waters, III and City Attorney representative Lee Bennett.

Visitors attending included:  Katherine M. Lamar, Ken Parris, Jerry and Mildred Hackney, Linda L. Hopkins, Bill Hopkins, Alice Hardin, Lizzie Gartrell, Evans Moore and Aubrey Miller.

PARRIS PROPERTY – 502 NORTH BYPASS
R-2 TO C-3

Mayor Burns advised that the Public Hearing was to consider a Zoning Change request from Parris Properties LLC on property owned at 502 North Bypass from R-2 to C-3.  The request is to allow for the property improvements for use as professional offices or as a small retail store – such as an antique shop.

The Planning Commission recommends approval of the proposed change.
Several property owners of nearby adjoining property expressed their desire that council not approve zoning change as requested because of possible uses that a C-3 zoning would allow (gas stations/convenience store).  Residents also were concerned with additional traffic on the North Bypass.

Mrs. Hardin, the only resident within 400 feet of the Parris property, stated that if the intent was to have only professional offices on the property then she had no objection, but would strongly object to a convenience store or gas station type of business.

After a lengthy discussion from council and visitors present about the uses allowed within a C-3 district and uses allowed within a P-1 district; Mr. Parris was asked if he would be agreeable to changing his request to a P-1 district.  Mr. Parris was agreeable to this change, and further; modified and initialed his request (a copy of amended request is on file in the office of the City Clerk).
On motion by Pope, second by Cullars, council approved 3 to 1 changing the zoning of property owned by Parris Properties LLC at 502 North Bypass from R-2 to P-1.  Council member Eaton voted against the motion.

ABART MOORE - 521 WHITEHALL STREET

R-3A TO C-2

Evans Moore requested a zoning change from R-3A to C-2 on property owned by his son Abart Moore at 521 Whitehall Street to re-open a restaurant located at this address formerly known as Major’s, which was allowed in the R-3A district as a conditional use.
The Planning Commission recommends the zoning change from R3A to C2 for property located at 521 Whitehall Street.
Mrs. Lizzie Gartrell, a property owner at 605 Whitehall Street, asked that council deny the request for zoning change because of noise a business would bring to the area, the increase in traffic, and because there is currently no parking at this business.

Mr. Evans advised that until the building is remodeled and a business manager secured, he could not say for certain if the restaurant would be a dine-in or carry-out only or the exact hours of operation.

Building Official Van Hart advised that a C-2 zoning would require suitable permanent parking at this business location.

On motion by Pope, second by Eaton, council approved 3 to 1 to accept the Planning Commissions recommendation to change zoning from R3A to C2 at 521 Whitehall Street.  Council member Cullars voted against the motion.

ADJOURNMENT:    Mayor Burns declared meeting adjourned at 5:10 PM.
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