PUBLIC HEARING

MAY 11, 2007

The Mayor and City Council held a Public Hearing, Friday, May 11, 2007, at 11 AM in the Council Chambers of City Hall to consider a Zoning Change request from James and Margaret Jones to change the zoning at 729 E. Robert Toombs Avenue from R-2 to C-3.  Mayor W. E. Burns presided.

Present were:  Mayor Burns, Council members Avery, Eaton, Hardy, Mahoney and Pope.  Council member Cullars was not in attendance.  Also present were City Administrator Eskew, City Clerk Danner, City Attorney Fleming, City Building Official Van Hart and Chairman of the Planning Commission Marshall Waters III.

Visitors present included:  Ruth D. Rogers, Grady Rogers, Evelyn George, Jack Leard, Jr., Randolph Lawrence, Laura Toburen, Richard Seibert, Margaret Norris, Margaret Connor, Hazel Russell, Jim Pixley, Ruth Pixley, Peggy Barnett, Jan H. Howard, Barbara Henderson, Ann Hardy, Gail Craddock, Georgia B. Fletcher, Gracia Smith, Deanne Crook, Elizabeth L. Denard, Karen R. Ray, Alton Ray, Anne Thornton, Cathy Lannae, Mary Burt, Margaret Jones, James Jones, Rev. Dr. Denni Moss, Alan Poss, Peggy Anderson, Donna Hardy, Attorney Buddy Dallas and Kip Burke of the News Reporter.

The meeting was opened in prayer by the Rev. Dr. Denni Moss.

Attorney Dallas, representing Mr. and Mrs. Jones, requested that council approve the re-zoning of property located at 729 East Robert Toombs Avenue from R-2 with non-conforming use to C-3.  Mr. Dallas informed council that there is no specific plan to change anything on the property at this time.  Mr. Dallas further reminded council that this property has been the location of a florist and garden center since the late l950’s and that Mr. and Mrs. Jones resides in a nice home adjacent to this property.
Mr. Dallas also advised that there are Bed & Breakfasts, funeral homes, antique stores, real estate offices, construction companies, lawyers’ offices, marshal arts studios, auto shops and churches located within the area of the zoning change request.

Council heard comments from visitors present who were concerned with what may locate on this property should the zoning change request be granted and urged council to deny the request.

There was a discussion on possibly changing the request to the P-1 zone.  However, in a P1 zone, buildings can not cover over 30% to total land.

After further discussion and comments, Mayor Burns requested that the Public Hearing be continued on Monday, May 14, 2007, at 6 PM to allow attorneys for both the city and Mr. and Mrs. Jones time to discuss and review all options.
Meeting adjourned at 11:56 AM.
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