









PUBLIC HEARING
DECEMBER 5, 2011

The Mayor and City Council of the City of Washington, Georgia, held a Public Hearing on Monday, December 5, 2011, at 9 AM in the Council Chambers of City Hall for citizen input into the proposed 2012 City Budget.  Mayor W. E. Burns presided.
Present were:  Mayor Burns, Council members Barnett, Cullars, Harris, Pope and Rainey.  Also present were City Administrator Eskew, City Attorney Fleming, City Clerk Danner and City Financial Coordinator Bailey.
Visitors included:  Barbara Ricciuti, Charles Wagner, Travis Armour, Mike Scarborough, David Toburen, Judy Anderson, Ashley Barnett and Kip Burke of the News Reporter.
City Administrator Eskew gave a brief summary of how the budget was developed to this point and further advised that an entry of $15,000 in Economic Development contract labor has been changed to $10,000 for Energy Assistance (EOA) administrative costs and $5,000 in cemetery upkeep.
Citizens present asked several questions regarding utility rate increases/development; SPLOST funds and how they are used; Museum and Callaway revenues and expenditures; pool facilities; and, Pope Center rental agreement. 
Council members questioned the possibility of a larger electric rate increase; product development for Museum and Callaway; cost of living increase versus merit promotions; and, use of reserve funds to balance budget and lower rate increases.
City Financial Coordinator will put together some information as requested for council prior to the December regular meeting.
EXECUTIVE SESSION:  On motion by Harris, second by Pope, council approved 3 to 0 to convene in executive session to discuss a real estate matter, as had been advertised, at 10:37 AM.
On motion by Barnett, second by Pope, council approved 3 to 0 to adjourn executive session at 11:21 AM.
City Attorney Fleming gave a report that one real estate matter was discussed in executive session, with no final action being taken.
On motion by Pope, second by Rainey, council approved 3 to 0, to have Mayor Burns sign an executive session affidavit.
ADJOURNMENT:  Meeting adjourned at 11:23 AM.
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