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The Mayor and City Council of the City of Washington, Georgia, held their regular monthly meeting on Monday, January 9, 2017, beginning at 6 PM at the Edward Pope Conference Center.  Mayor Ames Barnett presided.

Present were:  Mayor Barnett and council members Armour, Armour, Mahoney, Rainey, Scarborough and Tutt.  Also present were City Administrator Bailey, City Clerk Danner and City Attorney Fleming.

Visitors present are listed in the minutes of the Work Session held on the same date.

City Attorney Fleming opened the meeting in prayer followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.

MINUTES APPROVED:  On motion by Scarborough, second by T. Armour, council approved 6 to 0 the minutes of the work session and regular meeting held on December 12, 2016 and an ethics committee meeting held on December 22, 2016.

AGENDA APPROVED:  On motion by Scarborough, second by T. Armour, council approved 6 to 0 the meeting agenda; removing the CDBG award matter and executive session and adding an item from council member T. Armour and an alcohol license matter from the clerk.

MAYOR’S COMMENTS:  Mayor Barnett requested approval by council for the appointment of the 2017 Municipal Legal officials of Barry Fleming as City Attorney and Michael O. Horgan as Judge of Municipal Court and the appointment of John Sisson to the Tree Board to replace Mike Hardy.  On motion by T. Armour, second by Mahoney, council approved 6 to 0 all appointments.

CITY CLERK:  City Clerk Danner requested that council set the qualifying fees in accordance with state law and further that said fees would be published in the legal organ prior to February 1, 2017.  Danner also requested that council appoint Probate Judge Thomas Charping as Election Superintendent and also appoint the Registrar’s office to handle all absentee and early voting matters.

On motion by Scarborough, second by T. Armour, council approved 6 to 0 to set the 2017 Municipal Election qualifying fees at $108 for council members and $216 for mayor.

On motion by R. Armour, second by Scarborough, council approved 6 to 0 to appoint Probate Judge Thomas Charping as Election Superintendent.

On motion by Scarborough, second by Tutt, council approved 6 to 0 to appoint the Registrar’s office to handle all absentee and early voting matters.

City Clerk Danner requested council authority to issue an alcohol license with a change of address for the business (The Jockey Club in moving across the square into the Fitzpatrick Hotel restaurant site).  On motion by R. Armour, second by Scarborough, council approved this change of address 6 to 0.

ITEMS SUBMITTED BY COUNCIL:
TUTT:  Council member Tutt advised that he did not support the selling of the Pope Center.  Tutt did acknowledge that the Pope Center, operating as it does today, does not generate enough income to support itself.  Tutt suggested that the city consider leasing the center.

MAHONEY:  Council member Mahoney also advised that he thought a management company should be considered for the Pope Center.  Mahoney also stated that the Pope Center was not designed to make money.

Mahoney also stated that he would like to see the Housing Authority make more progress and that the board should be made up of all new members and that concerning to him was the fact that the bylaws had not changed since the 1950’s.  Mahoney also expressed concern that the Housing Authority Board has some $50,000 budgeted for travel but no programs for residents.

T. ARMOUR:  Council member T. Armour requested that the city add to its entryway signs the words “One Nation under God”.  On motion by T. Armour, second by Scarborough, council approved this recommendation 6 to 0.  Administrative staff will get pricing for having motto added to the signs and bring back to council for final approval.

CITY ADMINISTRATOR COMMENTS:  City Administrator Bailey requested council approval for use of the square on April 1, 2017, by the Kiwanis Club for the annual Tour of Homes.  On motion by Scarborough, second by Mahoney, council approved request 6 to 0.

City Administrator Bailey requested council approval for her to enter into a contract with Attorney Lucy Bell to provide Public Defender benefits to the Municipal Court at $200 per month.  This is a position required by state law.  On motion by Tutt, second by T. Armour, council approved request 6 to 0.

ADJOURNMENT:  On motion by Mahoney, second by R. Armour, council approved 6 to 0 adjournment at 6:30 PM.
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