REGULAR MEETING

JANUARY 12, 2009

The Mayor and City Council of the City of Washington, Georgia, held their regular monthly meeting on Monday, January 12, 2009, at 6 PM in the Council Chambers of City Hall.  Mayor W. E. Burns presided.

Present were Mayor Burns, Council members Avery, Barnett, Cullars, Eaton, Mahoney and Pope.  Also present were City Administrator Eskew, City Clerk Danner, City Attorney Fleming and City Police Chief Davis.

Visitors present were the same as listed in the Public Hearing held January 12, 2009.

Rev. Avery opened the meeting in prayer followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.

MINUTES APPROVED

On motion by Eaton, second by Pope, council approved 6 to 0 the minutes of Public Hearings held December 8, 2008, the regular meeting held December 8, 2008 pending correction of a recycling issue, a Public Hearing held December 12, 2008 and a called meeting held December 29, 2008.

AGENDA ITEMS APPROVED

On motion by Cullars, second by Pope, council approved the agenda as presented.

TOURISM – ASHLEY BARNETT

Tourism Director Ashley Barnett reported on upcoming events:  Chamber Banquet on January 22, 2009 – 6:30 PM at the Pope Center; Retro Cinema Chili Cook-off on January 17, 2009; Terri Lane book signing on January 24, 2009, Hospital Valentine Benefit on February 7, 2009 at the Pope Center and Revolutionary Days on February 14, 2009.

CHAMBER REPORT

Ed Pope III of the Chamber Board reported on the 2009 membership drive and also recognized Chamber member Alan Soto of Soto Assisted Living.  

POLICE DEPARTMENT REPORT

Police Chief Mike Davis reported that it had been a slow holiday period for Christmas 2008 and New Year’s 2009.  Davis also reported that all officers had met certification requirements.  The department has had two officers to resign:  Charles Cosby and Keith Smith.  Davis further reported that the 2008 Toy Drive had been a huge success.

Council member Mahoney reported an incident in which officers failed to enforce city ordinances.  Council member Cullars requested that roadblocks/license checks be conducted in both District I and II and not in just one district.

MAIN STREET UPDATE
David Jenkins asked that council approve a parade by SAR honoring the Battle of Kettle Creek on February 14, 2009.  On motion by Eaton, second by Cullars, council approved request 6 to 0 with the SAR to coordinate with the Police Department.

Jenkins also reminded council that January 23, 2009 will mark the 229th birthday of the chartering of the City of Washington, Georgia, and further asked for approval of a resolution marking this historic date.  On motion by Eaton, second by Cullars, council approved resolution 6 to 0.  Resolution follows:

WHEREAS, the City of Washington, Georgia, will enter its 229th year of existence on January 23rd;

AND, WHEREAS, the Georgia Commons House of Assembly did on January 23, 1780, pass an act chartering “the town at the Court House of Wilkes County which shall be called Washington;”

AND, WHEREAS, the naming of this town honored General George Washington, the “father of our country;”

AND, WHEREAS, the town of Washington, Georgia, thus became the first town in the United State of America chartered in the name of George Washington, the revered Commander-in-Chief of American forces during the Revolutionary War;

AND, WHEREAS, Washington, Georgia, has proudly proved its heritage over the centuries, cherishing its beauty, its history, and the ideals of justice and civic responsibility forged in those days long ago when our valiant forebears fought to make our nation independent and our people free;

THEREFORE, the Mayor and City Council of Washington, Georgia, here assembled, declare January 23, 2009, as the official BIRTHDAY of our cherished city with all appropriate celebration to mark this auspicious occasion.

Jenkins further advised council that Brownfield Phase II testing will be conducted during the last week of January.
COUNCIL REPORTS

Council member Eaton reported that the DDA meeting will be held January 15, 2009, 8:30 AM at Farmers State Bank.

CITY CLERK’ S  REPORT

City Clerk Danner requested that council approve, in accordance with Georgia Law, the setting of municipal qualification fees for mayor and council and the appointment of the election superintendent.

On motion by Avery, second by Pope, council approved 6 to 0 the setting of qualification fees at $108 for council members and $216 for the office of Mayor.  At this time there will be three council member positions up for re-election during 2009, two council members from District I and one council member from District II.

On motion by Eaton, second by Pope, council approved 6 to 0 the appointment of Probate Judge Thomas Charping as the Municipal Election Superintendent.

M.L. KING JR., PARADE
On motion by Pope, second by Eaton, council approved 6 to 0 a request by UCAP for a ML King Jr. Parade to be held January 19, 2009, starting from the High School.  UCAP will coordinate with the Police Department.

COUNCIL UPDATES

EATON:  Council member Eaton thanked Tim Miller of Post Oak Farms for the donation of the pansies around the square and at City Hall and further thanked city street department workers for the planting of the pansies.

Eaton also advised that the Main Street Program has maintained its accreditation through DCA meeting national standards.

CULLARS:  Cullars asked that council review a letter contained in their meeting packets from City Attorney Fleming addressing stipends for additional council meetings.
Cullars made a motion to increase council member’s salary from $3600 to $7800 per year and also to increase the salary of the mayor’s office from $7200 to $10,800 per year.  Council member Mahoney seconded the motion.  After discussion, Council member Avery requested that this issue be discussed at the spring 2009 council retreat.  All council members concurred with delaying discussion and possible action until the spring council retreat.

Cullars also reported that Comcast Cable TV service is terrible and with the recent closing of their payment office there is no one to complain to.  A suggestion was made to bombard their office with telephone calls complaining of service.

Cullars requested that the sign ordinance be reviewed in relation to signs on telephone poles, political signs and yard sale signs.

Cullars requested that a City Employee and Family Fun Day discussion be added to the spring retreat agenda.

MAHONEY:  Council member Mahoney reported a problem with homeless people.  City Administrator Eskew asked that Mahoney meet with him concerning this problem.

CITY ADMINISTRATOR REPORTS

City Administrator Eskew reminded council of a public meeting to discuss a proposed curfew ordinance on January 15, 2009, 6:30 PM at the Pope Conference Center.  Mayor Burns asked that the newly elected sheriff be advised of this meeting and also a representative of the School Board.
RESOLUTION – ANTI-DISPLACEMENT & RELOCATION

City Administrator Eskew requested that council approve a resolution adopting an anti-displacement and relocation plan for the Re-development Plan.  

On motion by Eaton, second by Pope, council approved resolution 4 -0-2.  Council members Avery and Mahoney abstained due to conflicts of interest.  Resolution follows:

A RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF WASHINGTON, GEORGIA, ADOPTING AN ANTI-DISPLACEMENT AND RELOCATION PLAN AS REQUIRED UNDER SECTION 104(d) OF THE HOUSING AND COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT ACT OF 1974 AS AMENDED.

WHEREAS, Section 104(d) of the Housing and Community Development Act of 1974, as amended, along with implementing regulations require the City of Washington, a grantee of 2008 Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) Funds must adopt, make public and certify that the City is following a residential anti-displacement and relocation assistance plan; and

WHEREAS, The City of Washington will provide relocation assistance, as described in the Uniform Relocation Assistance and Real Property Acquisition Policies Act of 1970, as amended; HUD Handbook 1378 and 49 CFR 24 to each low to moderate income household displaced by the demolition of housing or by the conversion of a low to moderate income dwelling as a direct result of assisted activities; and

WHREAS, To the extent which the City of Washington participates in State and Federal Assistance Programs wherein the following anti-displacement strategies can be applied, and consistent with the goals and objective of activities assisted under the Georgia Department of Community Affairs, the City of Washington will take all steps to minimize the displacement of persons from their homes, businesses or non-profits by following a displacement strategy; and

WHEREAS, The City of Washington, in conjunction with area landlords and real estate brokers will locate housing placement for households, businesses or non-profits facing displacement and provide counseling and referral services to assist displaced households, businesses or non-profits; and

WHEREAS, The City of Washington herewith certifies that it will assist in replacing all occupied and vacant low to moderate income dwelling units in the target areas that will be demolished or converted to other low to moderate income housing as a direct result of activities assisted with funds provided by the Georgia Department of Community Affairs under the Housing and Community Development Act of 1974, as amended, as described in 24 FR 870.496 a (b); and

WHEREAS, All replacement housing will be provided within three years of the commencement of Neighborhood Revitalization target areas within the adopted Southwest Washington Urban Redevelopment Plan.

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Mayor and City Council of the City of Washington, approved, passed, and adopted the Anti-displacement and Relocation Plan this 12th day of January 2009.

MEAG/ELECTRIC CITIES OF GA – RESOLUTION

On motion by Cullars, second by Barnett, council approved 6 to 0 a resolution approving a participant services agreement with Electric Cities of Georgia.  Resolution follows:

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY OF WASHINGTON APPROVING THE PARTICIPANT SERVICES AGREEMENT WITH ELECTRIC CITIES OF GEORGIA, INC. (“PROVIDER”); AUTHORIZING THE EXECUTION, DELIVERY AND PERFORMANCE OF SUCH AGREEMENT; AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES

WHEREAS, the Municipal Electric Authority of Georgia (the “Authority”) has heretofore delivered certain marketing, distribution and related services to political subdivisions desiring such services through business units of the Authority pursuant to certain Distribution Business Unit Contracts and Marketing Services Contracts, respectively, in order to provide for separate accounting and payment of the costs of such services; and

WHEREAS, the Authority and the Participants (as defined in the Agreement) have determined that it is in their respective best interest to have such services provided by Electric Cities of Georgia, Inc., a Georgia nonprofit corporation organized to perform services on behalf of the respective Participants pursuant to the Georgia Nonprofit Code and Section 115 of the Internal Revenue Code (the “Provider”), pursuant to a certain Participant Services Agreement, between the Provider and the Participants (the “Agreement”);

NOW, THEREFORE, be it resolved by the governing body of the City of Washington (the “Participant”) in meeting duly assembled, and it is hereby resolved by authority thereof, as follows:


Section 1.  The Participant hereby finds and determines that it is in the best interest to contract with the Provider under the terms of the Agreement.


Section 2.  The Participant hereby approves and authorizes the execution, delivery and performance of the Agreement in substantially the form of the draft thereof presented at this meeting and filed in the Participant’s meeting minutes, and hereby incorporated herein by reference, subject to such changes, additions and deletions made in the discretion of the Mayor of the Participant, with advice of counsel.  The Agreement shall be executed by the Mayor, attested by the City Clerk, and shall have the Participant’s seal affixed hereto, and shall be delivered to the Provider, and when so executed and delivered, shall be binding upon the Participant in accordance with its terms.  Execution of the Agreement as authorized herein shall be conclusive evidence of the Participant’s approval thereof.


Section 3.  The Participant hereby authorized the Mayor and the City Clerk, to take any further actions and execute and deliver any other documents necessary to carry out the purpose of this Resolution, as amended from time to time, including, but not limited to, communicating the decisions of the Participant to the Provider with respect to any matter respecting the Agreement.


Section 4.  In the adoption of this Resolution, the Participant hereby recognizes that this action will be relied upon by other municipalities and systems that own and operate electric distribution systems and that adopt similar resolutions in furtherance of joint action through the Provider, and that the Participant is also relying upon the adoption of such resolutions by such other municipalities and systems.


Section 5.  All resolutions or parts of resolutions in conflict herewith are hereby repealed.

RESOLVED this 12th day of January, 2009.

2009 APPOINTMENTS TO BOARDS AND COMMISSIONS

On motion by Eaton, second by Pope, council approved 6 to 0 the appointments to Boards and Commissions as recommended by Mayor Burns.  Appointments follows:

Louis Ricciuti/Ed Franklin – Historical Preservation Commission – replacing Tom Duggan and Skeet Willingham

Patricia Wilder – Historical Preservation Commission (re-appointment)

James Gilmore – Zoning Appeals Board (re-appointment)
Sim Dill/Skeet Willingham/Rosalie Haynes – Zoning Appeals Board SIGNS – appointments

Nathaniel Cullars Sr – Parks and Recreation Commission – (re-appointment)

MAYOR’S REPORT

Mayor Burns announced that he wishes to keep the council committee assignments the same as in 2008.

MUNICIPAL JUDGE 2009

Mayor Burns recommended re-appointment of Chip Hardin as Municipal Judge for 2009.  Council members Cullars and Mahoney asked for consideration of M.V. Booker as Municipal Judge.  On motion by Eaton, second by Avery, council approved recommendation 4 to 2, with council members Cullars and Mahoney voting against the motion.

CITY ATTORNEY 2009

Mayor Burns recommended re-appointment of Barry Fleming as City Attorney for 2009.  On motion by Eaton, second by Pope, council approved 6 to 0 the re-appointment of Fleming as City Attorney for 2009.

ADJOURNMENT:  On motion by Eaton, second by Pope, council approved 6 to 0 adjournment at 7:01 PM.

                                                   _______________________________________MAYOR

