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 The Mayor and City Council of the City of Washington, Georgia, held their regular monthly meeting on Monday, January 14, 2013, 6 PM at the Pope Conference Center.  Mayor Ames Barnett presided.

Present were:  Mayor Barnett, council member Armour, Cullars, Harris, Rainey, Scarborough and Tutt.  Also present were City Administrator Eskew, City Clerk Danner, City Attorney Fleming and City Police Chief Glenn.

Visitors present were the same as listed in the Work Session held on January 14, 2013.

Rev. Kevin Madden opened the meeting in prayer followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.

MINUTES APPROVED:  On motion by Scarborough, second by Armour, council approved 6 to 0 the minutes of a called meeting held December 7, 2012, the work session held December 10, 2012, public hearing held December 10, 2012, the regular meeting held December 10, 2012, a public hearing held December 14,2 012, and a called meeting held December 21, 2012.

AGENDA APPROVED:  On motion by Harris, second by Scarborough, council approved 6 to 0 the meeting agenda adding an executive session to handle one personnel issue.

MEAG UPDATE:  MEAG Regional Manager, Paul Warfel, gave to council a presentation on the reason for rising power costs at the wholesale level.  Over the past five years the cost of power to the city has risen some 57% due in large part to excess power and environmental costs.  During the same time period, the cost of power to the city’s customers has risen some 5%.

DAVID JENKINS – ECONOMIC UPDATE:  David Jenkins reminded those present of public hearings that will be held during February 2013 concerning the SWWURP.  These hearings will be advertised in advance so that citizens may make plans to attend.

Hands on Washington, a proposed 501C3, will be explained in some detail at the February meeting.

A Public Hearing for a proposed EIP grant will be held on January 28, 2013, at Noon in the Council Chambers of City Hall.

Jenkins advised that Barbara Bacon will be a featured speaker at the upcoming GMA Mayor’s Day conference.

Jenkins presented to council a list of downtown square reservations for 2013 and asked for council approval of March 31, May 2, May 11, July 3 and November 11, 2013 events.  On motion by Armour, second by Harris, council approved requested dates 6 to 0.

Jenkins advised that there are some 42 events already schedule at the Pope Conference Center for 2013. Jenkins also advised council that all industrial buildings are occupied with one industrial expansion planned.

SHIRLEY GUNTER:  Mrs. Gunter thanked council and various city staff for assistance to the Little Theatre in its production of Handel’s Messiah on November 30, 2012.  It was a very well attended event.  Mrs. Gunter did request that the city consider some further lighting to the outside of the Pope Center.  Mrs. Gunter also commended city workers on the planting of pansies around the square.

POLICE/FIRE DEPARTMENT MONTHLY REPORTS:  Council had no questions of the submitted department reports.
MAYOR’S COMMENTS:  Mayor Barnett apologized for conduct at the November 2012 meeting of Council.  Barnett stated that all elected officials will strive to act in a professional and businesslike manner.

Barnett addressed the 2013 budget and said that the city must get serious about economic development in order to reduce the city’s share of excess power.

Barnett commended both David Jenkins and Joe Willis on the work done at the Pope Center.

Barnett advised those present that the Animal Shelter is in dire need of food donations.

Barnett advised council members that the committee assignments will be changed at the February meeting of council and asked that if council members had specific committees that they desired to serve on to please let him know prior to the February meeting.

2013 APPOINTMENTS OF MUNICIPAL OFFICIALS AND BOARDS

Mayor Barnett requested that council approve re-appointment of Edward Anderson as Municipal Judge for 2013.  On motion by Cullars, second by Harris, council approved 6 to 0 the appointment of Judge Anderson.

Mayor Barnett requested that council approve re-appointment of Barry Fleming of Fleming & Nelson as City Attorney for 2013.  On motion by Scarborough, second by Harris, council approved 6 to 0 the appointment.

Mayor Barnett requested that council approve re-appointment of Police Chief Glenn as Marshall for Municipal Court.  On motion by Harris, second by Tutt, council approved 6 to 0 the appointment.

Mayor Barnett requested that council approve re-appointment of Pete Gartrell and Henry Bowen to the Board of Zoning Appeals.  On motion by Harris, second by Scarborough, council approved appointments 3-2-1.  Council members Cullars and Rainey voted against the motion and Council member Tutt abstained.  Mayor Barnett voted for the motion.  Council member Cullars asked that different citizens be considered for appointments and that the same people should not serve on more than one board and/or commission.

ARMOUR:  Council member Armour asked that council consider at the February meeting removing decorum from the existing Ethics Ordinance and handle decorum as a separate matter.

TUTT:  Council member Tutt discussed the approved 2013 budget and the increase in utility rates.  Citizens were advised that savings from re-negotiations of contracts lessens the amount of fund balance transfers.  Council member Tutt also requested that the look closely at discretionary spending.

Council member Tutt apologized for conduct at the November meeting of council, but further stated that personal attacks on his family will not be tolerated.

Tutt advised that some of 4500 potential workers in Washington-Wilkes only about 35% percent of this number have a high school diploma or GED.  In order to attract industries, these numbers must improve.

RAINEY:  Council member Rainey stated that she was dis-heartened when employees were given a 1.75% COL increase in the 2013 budget, when some workers were still below her desired salary range.

Rainey advised that she will request in the February meeting of council, that council lower the spending limit from $5000 to $1500 unless in the case of an emergency.

Rainey reported that some workers were dissatisfied with the Pinpoint GeoTech instruments.  Rainey was advised that some kinks are still being worked out.

Rainey also reminded citizens that the Energy Assistance program will be taking applications at the Pope Center on January 15 and 16.

HARRIS:  Council member Harris questioned what exactly was discretionary spending and was advised that it is non-budgeted non-emergency spending.

CITY ADMINISTRATOR UPDATES:		
RESOLUTION – ELECTRIC CITIES OF GEORGIA
City Administrator Eskew asked for council approval of a resolution authorizing continued participation in Electric Cities of Georgia.  On motion by Harris, second by Tutt, council approved resolution 6 to 0.  A copy of resolution is on file in the office of the City Clerk.

2013 MUNICIPAL ELECTION QUALIFICATION FEES
On motion by Tutt, second by Scarborough, council approved 6 to 0 setting the 2013 municipal election qualification fees at $108 for council members and $216 for mayor and further to advertise these fees in accordance with OCGA 21-2-131(a)(1).

TRAVEL POLICY:  On motion by Scarborough, second by Armour, to amend the Travel Policy as presented.  After discussion, council member Harris made a motion to table this matter for further study and present back at the February meeting of Council, second by Cullars, council approved 6 to 0 to table this matter.

EXEUCTIVE SESSION:  On motion by Harris, second by Scarborough, council approved 6 to 0 to enter into a previously approved executive session at 7:12 PM.

On motion by Harris, second by Armour, council approved 6 to 0 to re-enter open session at 7:32 PM.

City Attorney Fleming gave report that during executive session one personnel matter was discussed with no final action taken.

On motion by Tutt, second by Harris, council approved 6 to 0 that the Mayor should sign an executive session affidavit.

On motion by Harris, second by Scarborough, council approved 6 to 0 to continue city provided health insurance for employee, not to exceed a period of eight weeks as allowed in the City Personnel Policies, while on leave without pay.

ADJOURNMENT:  Meeting adjourned at 7:35 PM.

                                                                                          __________________________________MAYOR

                                                                                          __________________________________CLERK
