REGULAR MEETING

JANUARY 24, 2011

The Mayor and City Council of the City of Washington, Georgia, held their regular monthly meeting on Monday, January 24, 2011, 6 PM at the Edward B. Pope Conference Center.  Mayor W. E. Burns presided.

Present were:  Mayor Burns, Council members Barnett, Cullars, Eaton, Pope, Rainey and Tutt.  Also present were City Administrator Eskew, City Clerk Danner, City Attorney Fleming and City Police Chief Davis.

Also present were:  Gladys Day,  Charles Leverette, Henry Harris, Jr., Norris Ware, Patsy Winn, Norma Hopkins, Rachel Moreland, Fredrick Porter, William Derricott, Rachel Jackson, Clara Sutton, Mildred Hackney, Susan H. Pope, Darius Jenkins, Cindy Bounds, Carrington Tutt, Shameco Tutt, Barbara Bacon, Joe Willis, David Jenkins, Judge Willie Saunders, and Kip Burke of the News Reporter.
The meeting was opened in prayer by Mrs. Mildred Hudson followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.

MINUTES APPROVED

On motion by Rainey, second by Eaton, council approved 6 to 0 the minutes of Public Hearings held December 13, 2010, regular meeting held December 13, 2010 and Appeal Hearings held December 22, 2010, pending correction for Beer and Wine License name from E50 to ESO.

AGENDA APPROVED

On motion by Cullars, second by Eaton, council approved 6 to 0 the meeting agenda as presented.

WILLIAM DERRICOTT – LIQUOR STORE REPORT
Mr. William Derricott, owner of WD’s Package Store, advised council that he would be submitting to the Building Official a plan for permanent fencing between his property and businesses located next to him.  Mr. Derricott also advised that there had been more police presence in the Whitehall area and some of the problems had abated.  An employee of Mr. Derricott’s will act as a security officer, calling police when needed.

CHAMBER OF COMMERCE UPDATE

Ms. Judy Anderson presented the monthly Chamber of Commerce report advising of upcoming events:  February 10 – Chamber After Hours at the Stockyard and February 17 – the Chamber Banquet and Star Student/Teacher recognition.
POLICE DEPARTMENT REPORT

Police Chief Davis presented the monthly report and advised of a positive outlook for the Whitehall area.  Davis was asked about the fines for loitering which are currently $97.00.

GLADYS DAY – HOUSING AUTHORITY ISSUES

Ms. Day, a resident of Harper Street, reported poor living conditions in her Harper Street division of the Housing Authority.  Mayor Burns referred Ms. Day to the members of the Housing Authority Board who were present—Mrs. Jackson, Attorney Booker, and Housing Authority Attorney Fleming.
DDA UPDATE
Council member Eaton advised that the DDA will meet on February 17, 2011, 8:30 AM at Farmers State Bank.

Eaton also advised of a meeting with Kinsey Branham, the designer of the Austin Dabney statue on January 27, 2011 in the Council Chambers of City Hall.

On motion by Tutt, second by Eaton, council approved 6 to 0 the have an official “Austin Dabney Day” in Washington.  It was also noted that GPB had a very good show on Georgia Traveler about Austin Dabney.

MAINSTREET UPDATES

Mainstreet Director David Jenkins that the GEFA Energy Audits are progressing; anyone desiring an audit should contact Mildred Hudson through the City Hall number.

Jenkins asked that council approve a Rural Innovation Grant Resolution.  On motion by Eaton, second by Cullars, council approved resolution 6 to 0.  Resolution follows:
WHEREAS, the governing body of the City of Washington authorizes the filing of a 2011 CGDA #14.263 HUD Rural Innovation Fund Grant including all understandings and assurances contained therein; and,

WHEREAS, the City of Washington, on October 8, 2007, approved efforts to provide services and resources to implement and support Community Development in areas of Economic Development and Affordable Housing; and

WHEREAS, the City of Washington, will undertake programs and projects that align with HUD’s Strategic Plan of expanding economic and job creation opportunities for low-income residents and funds will be used as a catalyst for workforce development; and

WHEREAS, the City of Washington, will undertake programs and projects that align with HUD’s Strategic Plan that will address the need for projects facing the problems of concentrated rural housing distress and/or community poverty in rural areas.

WHEREAS, the programs and projects will thoroughly connect HUD assistance to help improve outcomes such as health, education, safety, and/or economic outcomes of target populations.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and City Council of the City of Washington do hereby authorize the filing of a CGDA #14.263 HUD Rural Innovation Fund grant to the Department of Housing and Urban Development by the grant deadline of February 22, 2011.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Mayor and City of Washington is authorized to complete and sign all documents necessary to submit a full application for funding.

CITY ATTORNEY UPDATES

City Attorney Fleming introduced Judge Willie Saunders to Mayor and Council.  Judge Saunders is now affiliated with Fleming & Nelson.  Judge Saunders has previously served in the Richmond County DA’s office and as a Juvenile Judge in Burke County.
2011 ELECTION QUALIFICATION FEES APPROVED

On motion by Tutt, second by Eaton, council approved 6 to 0 the setting of qualification fees for the 2011 Municipal Election at $108.00 for council and $216.00 for mayor and further to advertise fees as required by OCGA 21-2-131(a)(1).

USE OF SQUARE APPROVED

City Clerk Danner presented a request from Wilkes Ministers United for use of the square on May 5, 2011, for the National Day of Prayer service at noon.  On motion by Eaton, second by Cullars, council approved request 6 to 0.

City Clerk Danner presented a request from Wilkes Ministers United for use of the square on Sunday, April 24, 2011, for an Easter sunrise service.  On motion by Eaton, second by Barnett, council approved request 6 to 0.

COUNCIL REPORTS

CULLARS:  Council member Cullars requested on behalf of the Unity Group use of the square on February 19, 2011, from 1 to 6 PM for a Silent Walk in observance of Black History Month.  On motion by Tutt, second by Rainey, council approved request 6 to 0.

Cullars reported a need for clean-up at the Tate Street cemetery.  Cullars also asked if CDBG monies could be used for sidewalk installation near Springfield Baptist Church.  
Cullars asked that Maceo Mahoney and Clifford Jones be appointed to the Senior Citizens Board.  Mayor Burns asked that this be postponed until the February meeting of council, to allow him the opportunity to discuss these appointments with County Commission Chairman Moore, since appointments to this board are normally handled through the county.

Cullars asked for clarification of yearly appointments of the Municipal Attorney, Municipal Judge and Police Chief.  Attorney Fleming advised that the charter calls for the yearly appointment of the attorney and judge and allows for appointment of a marshall, who may or who may not be the same of the Chief of Police.

RAINEY:  Council member Rainey asked the status of the proposed pool.  City Administrator Eskew advised that there had been a meeting with engineers the previous week and that a Memorial Day opening was still the targeted date for completion.

EATON:  Council member Eaton thanked city workers for all work done during the recent ice storm.  Eaton advised that she had taken the Emergency Management course during the recent GMA training at Mayor’s Day and would highly recommend that other council members take this course.

Eaton also stated that she wished that the proposed pool could be located on Parks & Recreation property.
POPE:  Council member Pope advised of a need to re-stripe city streets when there is a break in the weather.

CITY ADMINISTRATOR UPDATES:

City Administrator Eskew presented the Mayor’s recommendations for appointments by council for calendar year 2011:
Barry Fleming as City Attorney and Edward Anderson, Sr., as Municipal Judge:  On motion by Eaton, second by Cullars, council approved 6 to 0 Fleming as Attorney and Anderson as Municipal Judge.

On motion by Barnett, second by Pope, council approved 3-3-1 the following appointments as recommended by Mayor Burns.  Council members Cullars, Rainey and Tutt voted against the motion.  Mayor Burns voted for the motion, breaking the tie vote.


Historic Preservation Comm. – re-appoint Robert Aiken, 3 yr term


Planning Commission – re-appoint Charles Curry, 4 yr term


Planning Commission – appoint James Thomas & Mike Scarborough, 4 yr terms


Health Department Bd. – re-appoint Kay Finnell, 6 yr term


Resthaven Cemetery Inc. – appoint Dottri Jackson, Barbara Ricciuti, Norris Ware 





4 yr terms

City Administrator Eskew reminded council to review information from EMA Director Alan Poss on the National Weather Service that was included in the January meeting packet information.

RESOLUTION – GMA’S LET’S MOVE CAMPAIGN
On motion by Barnett, second by Eaton, council approved 6 to 0 the following resolution in support of healthy lifestyles.

WHEREAS, the City of Washington supports policies that focus on health and wellness, continuing education and healthier lifestyles in Georgia’s cities; and

WHEREAS, many cities, counties and schools have adopted policies, programs and ordinances that promote healthy lifestyles by making their communities walkable, promoting youth and senior activities, eliminating the sale of junk food in city, county or school facilities, providing incentives for stores that sell fresh produce to locate in depressed neighborhoods and providing exercise opportunities for their residents; and

WHEREAS, city officials believe there are important, long-term community benefits to be gained by encouraging health lifestyles, including a decrease in the rate of childhood obesity and its negative health-related impacts; and

WHEREAS, cities and other community partners can work together to understand the relationship between obesity, land-use policies, redevelopment and community planning; and

WHEREAS, city and other community partners can work together to ensure that there are safe places for their residents to be active such as in parks, ball fields, pools, gyms and recreation centers; and

WHEREAS, access to healthy foods has a direct impact on the overall health of our community, and planning for fresh food, open space, sidewalks and parks should be a priority; and

WHEREAS, the City of Washington wants to partner with and support the Let’s Move! Campaign headed by the First Lady of the United States, the President’s Task Force on Childhood Obesity and the Secretary of Health and Human Services in an effort to solve the challenge of childhood obesity within a generation.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the City of Washington encourages the Association’s 512 member cities to adopt preventative measures to fight obesity as set forth by the First Lady of the United States.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that Georgia cities are encouraged to sign up with the United States Department of Health and Human Services – Region IV office as a Let’s Move city.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that Georgia cities are encouraged to (1) help parents make healthy family choices, (2) create healthy schools, (3) provide access to healthy and affordable foods, and (4) promote physical activity.

Resolved this 24th day of January, 2011.

MAYOR’S UPDATES

Mayor Burns introduced Noble Benefield and Tim Swindall to council and those present.  Mr. Swindall is the owner of Lazarus Casket Company, which will open here in late spring 2011.

ADJOURNMENT:  On motion by Cullars, second by Barnett, council approved 6 to 0 adjournment at 7:15 PM.

                                                   ______________________________________MAYOR

                                                   ______________________________________CLERK
