REGULAR MEETING

FEBRUARY 9, 2009

The Mayor and City Council of the City of Washington, Georgia, held their regular monthly meeting on Monday, February 9, 2009, 6 PM in the Council Chambers of City Hall.  Mayor W. E. Burns presided.

Present were:  Mayor Burns, Council members Avery, Barnett, Cullars, Eaton, Mahoney and Pope.  Also present were City Administrator Eskew, City Clerk Danner, City Attorney Fleming and City Police Chief Davis.

Visitors present were Joe Martin, Norris Ware, Amber Herring, Michael Wylie, Hattie Callaway, Rachel Jackson, Allan Soto, Ashley Barnett, Blake Thompson, Annie R. Wilkinson, Christopher Cosper, David Jenkins and Kip Burke of the News Reporter.
The meeting was opened in prayer by Rev. Avery followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.

MINUTES APPROVED

On motion by Eaton, second by Pope, council approved 6 to 0 the minutes of a public hearing held January 12, 2009, the regular meeting held January 12, 2009 pending correction of Municipal Judge appointment, and a public meeting held January 15, 2009 pending correction of typographical error.

MEETING AGENDA

On motion by Eaton, second by Avery, council approved 6 to 0 the meeting agenda as presented.

TOURISM – ASHLEY BARNETT
Mrs. Barnett announced plans for Revolutionary Days events during the weekend of February 13-15, 2009.  Mrs. Barnett further advised that Janie Cravens had received the national McDonald’s Spirit Award.
Other upcoming events during February are:  (1) movie extras needed for the Crawfordville filming of Get Low; (2) Second Time Around Mini Farm will begin soap making classes; and, (3) the observance of National Agriculture Week.

CHAMBER UPDATE


Chamber member Allan Soto advised that the 2009 Chamber membership drive is ongoing and that the STAR Student Banquet will be at Talk of the Town on February 26, 2009; tickets are $10.00.  There will be a Chamber After Hours on March 19, 2009, at the Jockey Club.

POLICE DEPARTMENT REPORT

Police Chief Davis presented the monthly report for January.  Council member Cullars reported a problem with traffic during the recent M.L. King parade.

MAIN STREET – DAVID JENKINS

Mr. Jenkins advised of a Historical Preservation Tax Credit Seminar to be held on February 18, 2009, 1 PM at the Jockey Club.  Council member Mahoney asked how many current business prospects were being dealt with at this time and Mr. Jenkins advised that there were about forty-five prospects currently.

Mr. Jenkins asked that council approve a Creative Economy Resolution as presented.  On motion by Eaton, second by Pope, council approved resolution 6 to 0.  Resolution follows:

WHEREAS, the City of Washington has a long history of its citizens being small business owners and entrepreneurs; and,

WHEREAS, the City of Washington also has a long history of artists, artisans, and other creative individuals; and,

WHEREAS, the Georgia Department of Economic Development is promoting small business creation and small business support through its “Creative Economy” initiative and also its “Georgia Made, Georgia Grown” initiative; and, 

WHEREAS, discussions with the Georgia Department of Economic Development indicate that the city of Washington has great potential to develop the economic benefits of being a “ Creative Economy” retail center coupled with promoting “Georgia Made, Georgia Grown” business within the community.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the City Council of the City of Washington that a Rural Business Opportunity Grant Application be submitted to the United States Department of Agriculture for the purpose of undertaking a “Georgia Made Retail Center” Feasibility Study that will document job creation opportunities for Washington residents and also small business opportunities for Washington residents.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, by the City Council of the City of Washington that the Mayor is authorized to sign and submit an application for Rural Business Opportunity Grant Funding. 

ADOPTED this 9th day of February, 2009.

Mr. Jenkins advised that there may be possible funds for a Southeast Washington Redevelopment Grant.  Document review will be in March.
COUNCIL REPORTS

EATON:  Council member Eaton reported that the February DDA meeting will be held on February 19, 2009, 8:30 AM at Farmers State Bank.

CITY ATTORNEY REPORTS

City Attorney Fleming requested an executive session to follow the regular meeting for the purpose of receiving information on a legal matter.  On motion by Avery, second by Cullars, council approved request for executive session 6 to 0.

CITY CLERK REPORTS

City Clerk Danner reported a request from the Girl Scouts for use of the square on February 14, 2009, 1 to 3 PM.  On motion by Pope, second by Cullars, request was approved 6 to 0.

City Clerk Danner also reported a request from Wilkes Ministers United for use of the square on May 7, 2009, beginning at 12 Noon for the National Day of Prayer service.  On motion by Eaton, second by Pope, council approved request 6 to 0.

COUNCIL UPDATES

MAHONEY:  Council member Mahoney reported that camera equipment placed near Fareway Building Supplies has been removed.  Mahoney further questioned if Mastech camera equipment is operational at this time.

Mahoney asked if a “Project List” is ready for submission to the state when stimulus funds may be made available.

Mahoney asked that collection of bad debts be added to the spring retreat agenda.  Mahoney was advised that council committee quarterly meetings have tentatively been set for April 21 and 22.
BARNETT:  Council member Barnett asked about replacement of Hal Barnes Jr. as Superintendent of Sanitation.  Barnett was advised that a job announcement had been posted advertising for a Director of Public Works to combine Streets, Buildings and Grounds and Sanitation Departments.

POPE:  Council member Pope asked if the recent reviving of the recycling program has brought in many new customers.  Pope was advised that new customers had been added recently but an exact number was not known at this time.

AVERY:  Council member Avery reported a problem of pit bulldogs roaming free in the McLendon Drive area.

CULLARS:  Council member Cullars asked if the city would be applying for CDBG funds for sidewalk repair.  Cullars was advised that no CDBG application for sidewalk repair would be submitted for 2009, but that some $50,000 is in the 2009 budget for site improvements.

Cullars also asked the status of ISTEA funds for sidewalk at the Mary Willis Library and was advised that funds were approved in 2003 for this project, but the city is currently waiting on GA DOT authorization to begin.
Cullars asked about funds for minority business loans through the DDA.  Cullars was advised that at this time there was not enough money in the fund to make loans available.  It was also noted that funds, when available, would be available to any eligible business.

CITY ADMINISTRATOR REPORTS

City Administrator Eskew requested approval of a Proclamation honoring the 100th Anniversary of the NAACP.  On motion by Eaton, second by Pope, council approved proclamation 6 to 0.

WHEREAS, the National Association for the Advancement of Colored People (NAACP) the nation’s oldest and largest civil rights organization, was founded in 1909 and has worked tirelessly to end racial discrimination while also ensuring the political, social, and economic equality of all people and;

WHEREAS, the NAACP will continue this mission through its policy initiatives and advocacy programs at the local, state, and national levels, and;

WHEREAS, the NAACP is built on the collective courage of people of all races, nationalities and faiths united in one premise—that all men and women are created equal.  From the ballot box to the boardroom, the NAACP has led the fight for civil rights and social justice, and;

WHEREAS, the Wilkes County Branch NAACP was organized in 1970 under the leadership of the late Rev. Lamar Davenport.  Mr. Jessie Tutt was its first president. In 1972 Rev. G.L. Avery was drafted as the second president.  Rev. Avery is still serving as president of the Wilkes County Branch NAACP.  The organization continues to utilize nonviolent direct activities in the public and private arenas to secure equitable advancement for Washington and Wilkes County citizens, and;

WHEREAS, the local NAACP Branch, and many individuals throughout our city and County are dedicated to the principle of fostering civic, economic, health and educational programs throughout the City and County.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, Willie E. Burns, Mayor of the City of Washington, do hereby proclaim February 12, 2009 as the; 100th Anniversary of the National Association for the Advancement of Colored People and urge all citizens to join in the celebration of this important anniversary date. 
IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand and caused the seal of Washington to be affixed this 12th day of February 2009.

City Administrator Eskew requested council approval of a Proclamation naming February 2009 as Hal “Sonny” Barnes Jr., month in Washington.   On motion by Eaton, second by Pope, council approved proclamation 6 to 0.

WHEREAS, Hal Barnes, Jr., affectionately called Sonny, began your career with the City of Washington, February 7, 1962; and

WHEREAS, while employed you are appreciated for your exemplary work ethics as well as your always being courteous, respectful, and professional; and

WHEREAS, Hal “Sonny” Barnes, Jr., not only exceeded in the work place; hence, to you being a loving and supportive husband, father, and grandfather which has made you a treasure to your family over the years and will have an everlasting effect for years to come; and

WHEREAS, you will be remembered for your hard work and determination, therefore, while sitting back and meditating think of this said unto you, “Well done, good and faithful servant”, Matthew 25:21.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, Willie E. Burns, Mayor of Washington, Georgia, do hereby proclaim the month of February 2009 as HAL “SONNY” BARNES, JR., MONTH.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand and caused the seal of the City of Washington, Georgia, to be affixed.

City Administrator Eskew reminded council to return their completed GMA convention requests in by the 27th of February.
City Administrator Eskew also advised that on the list of appointment for 2009, the appointment of Council member Cullars to the Parks and Recreation Board will expire at the end of 2010.

EXECUTIVE SESSION:  On motion by Eaton, second by Pope, council approved 6 to 0 entering into executive session to receive information on a pending legal matter at 6:41 PM.
On motion by Cullars, second by Eaton, council approved 6 to 0 to adjourn executive session at 7:03 PM.

On motion by Barnett, second by Pope, council approved 6 to 0 authorizing the Mayor to sign an affidavit stating the purpose of the executive session.  There was no action taken.

ADJOURNMENT:  On motion by Eaton, second by Cullars, council approved 6 to 0 adjournment of the meeting at 7:04 PM.

                                                   _______________________________________MAYOR

                                                   _______________________________________CLERK
