REGULAR MEETING

FEBRUARY 11, 2008

The Mayor and City Council of the City of Washington, Georgia, held their regular monthly meeting on Monday, February 11, 2008, 6 PM at the Pope Conference Center.  Mayor W. E. Burns presided.

Present were:  Mayor Burns, council members Avery, Barnett, Cullars, Eaton, Mahoney and Pope.  Also present were City Administrator Eskew, City Clerk Danner, City Attorney representative Stephen Brown and Lt. Roca of the Police Department.

Visitors present were:  Jim Davidson, Sue Davidson, Richard Kibbey, Dana Kibbey, Ed Pope III, Susan H. Pope, Norris Ware, Ronnie Futch, William Bishop, Theron Wilkinson, Annie R. Wilkinson, M. V. Booker, Rachel Jackson, Kim Evans, Meiko Mays, Melissa Cullars, David Jenkins, Debra Talley and Kip Burke of the News Reporter.

Rev. G.L. Avery opened the meeting in prayer followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.

MINUTES APPROVED

On motion by Eaton, second by Cullars, council approved 6 to 0 the minutes of the regular meeting held January 14, 2008.

MAIN STREET UPDATE

Main Street Director David Jenkins updated council on upcoming events:  on February 23, 2008, 1-5 PM at the Pope Conference Center a workshop on understanding credit in conjunction with the redevelopment plan and the DDA monthly meeting will be held on February 28, 2008, 8:30 AM at Farmers State Bank with a DCA representative in attendance.

TOURISM UPDATE

In the absence of Tourism Director Barnett, Sue Davidson gave the monthly report.  Davidson reported on the success of the Kettle Creek anniversary memorial this past weekend.  Davidson also reminded those present of the Ernie Harwell Day on February 15, 2008, with ceremonies beginning at noon and the Unity Silent Walk on February 23, 2008, beginning at noon at the intersection of Skull Shoals Road and GA 44 and continuing to the downtown square.
POLICE DEPARTMENT REPORT

Lt. Roca presented the monthly report for the Police Department.  Roca advised that the department responded to some 457 calls during the month of January.  Council members Cullars and Mahoney requested that information be provided to council about the number of stops made within the city limits by the sheriff’s department.

CHAMBER UPDATE

Chamber Board Member Ed Pope III reminded council of the Star Student/Teacher Breakfast on March 8, 2008.  Pope also advised of the ongoing chamber membership drive and the need for volunteers.  Pope also advised of numerous positive comments about the vibrant downtown square.

BEER & WINE LICENSE – RETRO CINEMA & BOOKS

On motion by Eaton, second by Cullars, council approved 5 to 1, a beer and wine license for Retro Cinema & Books located at 114 Spring Street.  Council member Avery voted against the motion.

ORDINANCE TO AMEND CHARTER
On motion by Eaton, second by Cullars, council approved 6 to 0 to approve an ordinance amending Section 7 of the City Charter adding the following statement after the description of compensation:  The Mayor and Council shall receive an additional one hundred dollars ($100.00) per month if he/she has completed one hundred twenty (120) hours of certification from the Georgia Municipal Association.

MAYOR COMMENTS

Mayor Burns advised of a new entrance sign near the intersection of US 378 and 78 and advised that gateways into the city are being improved.

ADJOURNMENT:  Mayor Burns declared meeting adjourned at 6:15 PM.

                                                   _____________________________________MAYOR

                                                   _____________________________________CLERK
